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% A town built from scratch

with all the right inggédients .

"When we have friends come over and
visit, they're like, ‘This is amazing ... They
didn’t know places like this existed.”
— Laura Gutierrez
Ave Maria Maple Riage resident

BY LAURA TICHY-SMITH

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

magine coming home to a community where
children are still free to explore on their bicycles
and where neighbors not only wave but know one
another. Imagine living in a town with a univer-
sity at its core that brings the arts and sporting
events to the community, yet the town is small
and surrounded by nature. Imagine being able to
walk, bike or take a golf cart to go to the grocery,
doctor or hair salon.

You don’t have to imagine because you can have all of

this ... if you live in Ave Maria.
“When we have friends come over and visit, they're like,
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Community of the Year
iIn Collier County: Ave I\/Iono

SPECIALTO AVE MARIA

Ave Maria is the recipient of its fifth con-
secutive Community of the Year award given
annually by the Collier Building Industry
Association. An independent panel of judges
ranked Collier County communities on vari-
ous criteria including quality of the design
for the overall amenity package, recreation
provided (including clubhouse, golf and ten-
nis facilities and pool areas) and outdoor use
amenities (such as paths, gazebos, sculptures,
etc.).

Ave Maria also received the awards for
Best Website and Best TV Commercial at the
CBIA Sand Dollar Awards ceremony last fall.

Ave Maria Development worked with Den-
ver-based advertising agency Milesbrand on a
new brand campaign for 2019.

“We are thrilled to be a part of the market-
ing team that contributed to Ave Maria being
honored for the fifth time as Com-
munity of the Year at the CBIA Sand
Dollar Awards,” says Dave Miles,
president of Milesbrand. “Equally
satisfying was the additional
recognition for Best Website and
Best TV Commercial for Ave
Maria.

“All in all,” he adds, “these
awards add validation to our belief
that Ave Maria is the best ‘Big Kind of
Small Town’ in America.”

The Community of the Year award
recognizes Ave Maria’s robust amenities
that include resident enjoyment of parks,
trails, nature and more. Within the town of
Ave Maria are several outdoor parks such
as North Park, which features baseball and
softball fields, soccer fields, basketball court,

a playground and a concession stand. South
Park includes bocce courts, a dog park and an
amphitheater.

The Ave Maria Water Park is complete
with two water slides, an interactive water
playground, a shoreline-edge pool,
resort and lap pools, spa, beach

volleyball, concession area and

nearby tennis courts.
Panther Run Golf Club show-
cases 18 holes of championship
golf designed by Gordon G.
Lewis with an aqua range and a
pro shop.

In addition, miles of walking and

biking trails wind throughout the

master-planned community with pause points
at lakes and benches. Eco-adventure safaris
are offered by Orange Jeep Tours, an onsite
outfitter that tours miles of native preserve
bordering the town of Ave Maria.

Residents also enjoy an active social cal-
endar provided by the Ave Maria Master

Association and Ave Maria Development with
outdoor concerts, art festivals, farmer mar-
kets, happy hours, family socials and holiday-
themed events.

“We believe the value of living in our big
kind of small town is celebrated with an
award such as Community of the Year,” says
Cee Cee Marinelli, director of development
for Ave Maria. “Ave Maria has been consis-
tently recognized for its home sales and its
amenities, further identifying our community
as the top choice for new home buyers in Col-
lier County”

..l'_,— lu-

- 5
= -*-De\ielop th&crltlcalﬁm KIng-ana
=g skills necessary. to distinguish trut

fromi&falsehoods; especially-in ay ~. |
- Culture that blurs the lines of truth. R

Offering 30 undergradtuate majors

Masters and Doctorate degrees in Theology

”n )

Experience Ave Maria University

Join for “Come & See” weekend like none other!
March 27-28 | April17-18

To Register, Visit

www.avemaria.edu




You'll love to live here!

The National Golf & Country Club in AVE MARIA!

ennar is excited to bring its popular

Everything’s Included® homes and

resort lifestyle amenities to the charm,
convenience, and values of Ave Maria. The
National Golf & Country Club will offer a fresh
coastal aesthetic throughout the home designs and
on-site amenities including an 18-hole Gordon
Lewis-designed golf course, complimented by
world-class amenities for the entire family to
enjoy. Exciting new floorplans will be offered
in Terrace and Veranda Condominiums, plus
Executive and Estate single family homes, starting
from the upper $100s.

The National's Welcome Home center can be
easily found in Ave Maria’s Town Center—the
community’s hub of recreation, education and
fellowship. Lennar’s New Home Consultants are
eager to meet our existing Ave Maria neighbors, as
well as out-of-town guests, and interested locals
who are seeking a new place to call home. Enjoy
a cup of coffee and connect with a New Home
Consultant. We want to get to know you, your
family and your dreams in order to identify the
ideal home to suit your goals and lifestyle. There
is no better place to begin your new home journey
than at the heart of this fast-growing community,
which like a traditional small town, blossoms
with opportunity to create lifelong friendships
and lasting memories with good people.

At Ave Maria, which offers a full education
system from Pre-K to post-grad, kids can be seen
riding bikes to school. On Sundays, neighbors
can walk to and from church together and meet
on the fairway after lunch. When it’s time to play,
a myriad of on-site amenities allow residents to
take advantage of the year-round sunshine. The

National Golf & Country Club will feature its
own Clubhouse with a pro shop, formal and
casual dining, a resort-style pool and spa, state-
of-the-art fitness center with yoga/aerobics
room, spa treatment rooms and beauty salon.
Active residents can take advantage of Har-Tru
tennis courts, pickle and bocce ball, putting
green, chipping area, and a driving range. This
all-encompassing amenity campus is designed
to bring our community together, with spaces to
congregate with friends new and old.

Whether you are a seasonal resident or looking
to lay down roots, The National Golf & Country
Club has the ideal home for you. Maintenance-
free Terrace and Veranda Condominiums are
perfect anyone wanting style and functionality
with added convenience. The popular Executive
and Estate single-family homes provide the space

to grow—with open concept home designs that
feature generous kitchens and living areas, and
multiuse rooms build for work or play. With
screened lanais and the option to feature a pool or
outdoor kitchen, you can customize your home
to suit your perfect Florida lifestyle. And because
Everything’s Included®, each home will offer the
latest appliances and stylish fixtures at the best
value at no extra cost. You'll love to live here!

We cannot wait to meet our neighbors! Come on
by to the Welcome Home Center in Ave Maria’s
Town Center today and let us get to know you.

TheNationalVIP.com

Register today to receive more information
and builder incentive packages!
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5080 Annunciation Circle, Suite 101 | Ave Maria, FL 34142

1-75 to Exit 111 (Immokalee Road), go east 10 miles then turn right onto Oil Well Road. After 10 miles, turn left onto Ave Maria Boulevard.

At traffic circle, continue straight then turn right onto Annunciation Circle. Welcome Home Center will be on the right.

WELCOME HOME CENTER HOURS:
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LENNAR

Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything's Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. ltems shown are artist's renderings
and may contain options that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated; actual sq. ft./acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and
are for relative location purposes only. Lennar does not guarantee the availability of homes within the price ranges above. Price subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial photos are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist's rendition. They are solely for illustrative purposes, should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an
offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2020 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WCl logo, Everything's Included and the Everything's Included logo are U, registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282.
LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 02/20.

877-45-LENNAR | LennarSWFL.com

Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10am-6pm

EVERYTHING'S
INCLUDED"
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MEET A TOWNMAKER

David Genson helped build the foundatfion of Ave Maria

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Like many Southwest Florida residents, David
Genson’s journey here began while visiting rela-
tives in the Sunshine State.

He had earned a bachelor of science degree in
civil engineering from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee and was working up north when
he visited an aunt and uncle in Sarasota.

“I'd been coming for years and told my fam-
ily that if T ever had the chance, I'd move down
here. I loved the weather, and after 27 years I was
done with Wisconsin winters.”

His family connected him with Johnson
Engineering in Naples, where he was hired as a
project engineer. Barron Collier Companies was
a client, and 18 months later the developer asked
him to be an engineer for their Grey Oaks devel-
opment. That was 21 years ago, and Mr. Gen-
son, now senior vice president and director of
development, is proud to be part of the extended
BCC family.

“The family really respects their employees
for the value they bring to the company,” he says.
“I have always admired their willingness to go
above and beyond for their employees.”

For the first three years, Mr. Genson managed
all the land development for internal subdivi-
sions as well as the Grey Oaks golf course con-
struction. He then managed the redevelopment
of what is now the La Playa Golf Club.

His next opportunity was to help build an
entirely new town. He was one of the initial
people involved in the idea of Ave Maria, along
with Barron Collier Companies then-CEO Paul
Marinelli and Tom Monaghan.

He points out that for
40 years prior, the land that
became Ave Maria had been
farm fields for tomatoes and
peppers. It took many con-
sultants and advisors to cre-
ate a functioning town with
running water, roads, com-
mercial and retail buildings,
the university and residential
homes.

“To do that in two years
is pretty impressive,” he says
of the initial build between
2005 and 2007.

Throughout the years,
some of the original ideas
were modified.

Initially, Pulte was devel-
oping under the Pulte, DiVo-
sta and Del Webb brands,
but then Divosta stopped
producing.

The developers expected
a mix of single-family and
multi-family residents, but
most buyers preferred single
family, so that is what has
predominantly been built.

In retrospect, Mr. Genson
says they probably wouldn’t
have built the Ave Maria Town Center 2% miles
into the property due to the cost of the four-lane
road to reach it.

But he’s glad they included commercial con-
struction along Oil Well Road, which wasn’t
initially in the plan, because Athrex has been a

COURTESY PHOTO
David Genson

“They asked me to help build the town, and
it was a little daunting at first,” he laughs. “You
think that, as an engineer, you know quite a bit.
But there’s a lot to consider. Not just the techni-
cal but the economic. We had never developed a
town before.”

good addition to the community.

He is also pleased to see that, as more resi-
dents have moved into the community, the pub-
lic has lost the misconception that people have
to be Catholic to live in Ave Maria.

Now, after 13 years, he adds, “It’s time to do a
refresh.”

Upcoming improvements include enhanced
main entry with new hardscape and landscaping.
There are plans for new commercial develop-
ment with flex office space. The developer is
evaluating potential new amenities including
multi-use paths, an expanded entertainment
area and more.

And, Lennar is building a bundled golf com-
munity (see story on page A8).

“This type of community has a lot of oppor-
tunity, and it’s a product we're lacking,” Mr.
Genson says.

Overall, the Barron Collier Companies want
to see Ave Maria become “a vibrant and self-
sustaining community that ultimately we can
walk away from and say this is the next part of
our legacy”

Overseeing Ave Maria from the start has
taught him to multi-task well, he laughs, but he
thrives on the diversity of the job. This is good,
because he is also involved in Founders Square, a
55-acre mixed-use development BCC is building
at the intersection of Immokalee Road and Col-
lier Boulevard.

Mr. Genson serves on the Collier County
Housing Authority and the Florida Transporta-
tion Commission, which are both governor-
appointed positions. In his spare time, he enjoys
being outdoors or at Disney with his wife and
two young daughters.

5334 AVE MARIA BOULEVARD #700

%j (one Gleny'
(tooming and Pel Bouligue ‘

Gﬁ

GROOMING | WASH STATIONS
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NAPLES

6028 Victory Drive,
Ave Maria, Florida 34142

(239) 842-9643
delwebb.com/naples

Come See Why Everyone Is Raving About

The New GenYou Floor Plans

11 Brand New Single Family Designs, but 21 Total Designs to Choose From
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CARRIAGE HOMES VILLAS SINGLE FAMILY
From the $190s | 2-3 Beds | 2-2.5 Baths From the low $200s | 2-3 Beds | 2 Baths From the $230s | 2-5 Beds | 2-5 Baths

Resort Style ¢ 2 Clubhouses Over 30,000 Sq. Ft. Total * Resort Pool & Spa ¢ Fitness Center & Movement Studio
Amenities ¢ Full-Time Lifestyle Director Plans ¢ 3-Lane Lap Pool ¢ Activity Rooms for Community Events

Year-Round Activities + 18-Hole Championship Golf Course, « Card & Game Rooms
* 18 Sports Courts: Pickleball, Panther Run (Memberships Optional) « Catering Kitchens

Tennis & Bocce Ball ¢ The Rusty Putter Bar & Grill « Café & Community Library

pUltes

HOMES

Avalon Park

at Ave Maria From the mid $200s

For 70 years, Pulte has built homes with the homeowner in mind, with a
foundation based on quality construction and a simplified buying experience.
Through insightful consumer-first design features and easy personalization
options, everyday moments are more enjoyable in a new Pulte home. And
that's exactly what you'll find at Avalon Park.

Avalon Park offers spacious homesites, unique architectural exteriors, and 18
consumer-inspired 1- and 2-story home designs with 2-6 bedrooms and 2-6.5
bathroomsin 1,500 to 4,800 square feet of living space. pulte.com/avalonpark

4972 Seton Street | Ave Maria, FL 34142 | 239-842-1657

*Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual
representation of a specific home being offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community
Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is
required or if void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2019 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its
affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 2/18/20
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN

Free Trolley Tours
M 11 am. to 2 p.m. every Tuesday
and Thursday through March 31
45-minute tours depart every hour

from Town Center. Reservations
encouraged. 239-352-3903

Live Music In Town Center
M 1-4 p.m. every Thursday through
March 31
Noon to 3 p.m. Tuesday, March 10
Noon to 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 11
Noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, March 28
Noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, March 29

Ave Maria Farmers Market
B 9 am. to 2 p.m. every
Saturday through April

Presented in conjunction with
SW Florida Markets.

0il Well Craft Beer Chili Cook-0ff
B 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 28

Also includes the OWCB debut
of The Great Foodini food truck.

Crafts At Oil Well Craft Beer
B Noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 29

Learn to make beer can succulents
with brewery owner Danee’.

First Fridays Fun
B 4-6 p.m. Friday, March 6,
Ave Maria Town Center
W 5-7 p.m. Friday, April 3,
Park of Commerce

Free Bingo At 0il Well Craft Beer
B With JewBan’s Deli Dale Food Truck
5-7 p.m. Saturday, March 7

Ave Maria Arts & Crafts Festival

M 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday,
March 10-12

Produced in conjunction with
TNT Events.

St. Patrick’s Day Gelebration
B Live music at Oil Well Craft Beer
8-10 p.m. Saturday, March 14

Margarita & Taco Festival
B Noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, March 21
Ave Maria Town Center
Bring your lawn chair and settle in for
an afternoon of food, drink and fun.

Ave Maria Arts & Crafts Festival
M 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
March 28-29
Produced in conjunction with TNT
Events.

Free Bingo At 0il Well Craft Beer
B With JewBan’s Deli Dale Food Truck
5-7 p.m. Saturday, April 4

“Hamlet”

B Ave Maria University
Shakespeare in Performance students
April 15-18 and 22-25

H In the Donahue Family Black Box
Theater, The Prince Building at AMU
Tickets: $5-$15
Info: shakespeareinperformance.net
See story on page 9

Crafts At 0il Well Craft Beer
B Noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 25
Learn to make wine bottle bird feeder
with owner Danee’.

Fellowship Church

B Kids Summer Day Camp
June 8-July 31
For registration details and more
information, email Deniece
Giovinazzo, dgiovinazzo@
fellowshipchurch.com

Fellowship Academy
B For information about open
enrollment for the 2020-2021
school for grades PreK-12, email
Deniece Giovinazzo, dgiovinazzo@
fellowshipchurch.com

Parish Tours
B 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. every Tuesday and
Thursday, meet at church entrance

Ave Maria University Sports
B Women’s Tennis vs. SCAD
Men’s Tennis vs. SCAD
1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 29
B Softball vs. Trinity Baptist
1 and 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 29
B Softball vs. Robert Morris (I11.)
1 and 3 p.m. Monday, March 2
H Softball vs. Calumet (Ind.)
11 am. and 1 p.m. Monday, March 9
B Baseball vs. Lawrence Tech (Mich.)
11 am. and 2 p.m., Monday, March 9
B Softball vs. RV
Cumberlands (Ky.)
1 and 3 p.m., Tuesday, March 10
B Lacrosse vs. Aquinas (Mich.)
5 p.m. Wednesday, March 11
B Lacrosse vs. Georgetown (Ky.)
5 p.m. Friday, March 13
B Women’s Tennis vs. Eckerd
AMU Men’s Tennis vs. Eckerd
2 p.m. Saturday, March 14
B Softball vs. Keiser
Noon and 2 p.m., Saturday, March 14
B Baseball vs. Concordia (Mich.)
Noon and 3 p.m. Tuesday, March 17
B Softball vs. Concordia (Mich.)
2 and 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 17
B Women’s Tennis vs. Friends (Kan.)
2 p.m. Friday, March 20

W Baseball vs. Warner
3 p.m. Friday, March 20
H Baseball vs. Warner
Noon and 3 p.m. Saturday, March 21
H Baseball vs. Southeastern
1 and 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 24
W Softball vs. St. Thomas
2 and 4 p.m. Wednesday, March 25
H Baseball vs. Keiser
3 p.m. Friday, March 27
B Baseball vs. Keiser
Noon and 3 p.m. Saturday, March 28
B Men’s Tennis vs. Webber
Women'’s Tennis vs Webber
2 p.m. Saturday, March 28
B Lacrosse vs. Cumberlands (Ky.)
4 p.m. Sunday, March 29
B Lacrosse vs. Keiser
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 1
H Softball vs. Webber
Noon and 2 p.m. Saturday, April 4
B Lacrosse vs. Point (Ga.)
5 p.m. Monday, April 6
W Baseball vs. Florida National
1 and 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 7
H Softball vs. Florida National
2 and 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 14
W Softball vs. #20 USCB
2 and 4 p.m. Thursday, April 16
H Baseball vs. USCB
Noon and 3 p.m. Friday, April 17
H Baseball vs. USCB
Noon Saturday, April 18
W Softball vs. RV Coastal Georgia
Noon and 2 p.m. Saturday, April 18
H Baseball vs. Florida National
1 and 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 21
H Softball vs. Warner
1 and 3 p.m. Friday April 24

Finally,
a true healing
device.

Like Us
On
Facebook

No Drugs

MEDICARE
AND MOST
INSURANCE

PLANS

ACCEPTED

RESULTS CARE

Physical Therapy- Pain and Wellness Center

We improve the lives of pain sufferers using a wholistic
approach that is fast acting without side effects or drugs.

Arthritis « Back and Neck Pain « Fibromyalgia « Bursitis and Tendonitis « Migraines « Carpal Tunnel

830 Cold Laser Therapy

Fast Acting
No Side Effects

Cupping Therapy Special
39

239.658.5828 ResultsCare.com

Purchase 10
Get One

FREE

5080 Annunciation Cir. Unit#103 | Ave Maria, Florida, 34142




Quality. Defined.

NCH

\-HA

ealthcare
System

But don't just take our word for it...

BEST AMERICA’S o
R[El[]NAI. H[]SP"A'.S 2 50 Best 4 Star Rated for Safety & Quality

HOSPITALS™
B SOUTHERN FLORIDA [ 2018-2019

RECOGNIZED IN 6 TYPES OF CARE

@’ healthgrades

NCH has always been and continues to be a leader in Florida and in the nation for quality healthcare.
Three of the largest independent healthcare quality reporting agencies and the U.S. government all
agree. For accurate and complete information on the quality services of the NCH Downtown Baker
Hospital & NCH North Naples Hospital, please visit the agencies shown above at:

e QualityCheck.org » Health.USnews.com/best-hospitals

e Healthgrades.com/find-a-hospital e Medicare.gov/hospitalcompare

NCHmd.org
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Lennar links new golf course
master-planned community

fO

BY LAURA TICHY-SMITH
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Leading builder Lennar Homes has broken
ground on its all-inclusive golf course com-
munity within the town of Ave Maria. The
National Golf & Country Club at Ave Maria
is offering pre-sales on a range of residential
designs: terraces, verandas, coach homes,
executive homes and estate homes.

“There will be a home style for every type
of customer,” says David Meyers, director of
operations for Lennar Southwest Florida.

An 18-hole Gordon Lewis-designed golf
course will serve as the highlight of the neigh-
borhood along with a clubhouse and resort-
style amenities.

The golf course is on target to open
between November 2020 and January 2021,
and the amenities will be phased in.

Mr. Meyers says that, to Lennar, the idea
of country club living includes not only an
18-hole golf course and clubhouse but also
additional amenities including a day spa;
swimming pool; courts for tennis, pickleball
and bocce; outdoor dining/chickee bar; and
indoor fine dining.

“Let me get the biggest amenity in first, the
golf course,” he says. “Not only does it attract
golfers, it gives amazing views from all the
homes.”

Lennar is known for its “Everything’s
Included” program, where features that would
typically be charged as upgrades come stan-
dard with the home. This includes things
inside — think granite countertops, stainless
steel appliances, designer-style cabinetry and
Wi-Fi certification — as well as things beyond
the home.

“It also has to do with living,” Mr. Mey-
ers says about the “Everything’s Included”
program. “So it will include membership in
the club, and select homes will include golf
memberships.”

Perhaps what is more remarkable is that
Lennar offers all this for its homes priced
from the high $100,000s to $500,000s. The
terrace and veranda models are condomini-
ums, with pricing running in the $100,000s to
$200,000s. The builder will offer four execu-
tive home floorplans, ranging from 1,850 to
2,247 square feet in size. These homes offer
two to three bedrooms and baths. Pricing on
the executive homes will range from the mid
to upper $300,000s.

Five estate home designs will be offered,
ranging from 2,395 to 3,473 square feet in
size. Among these floorplans is one that has as
many as five bedrooms. Pricing on the estate
homes will range from the low $400,000s to
the low $500,000s.

“We have a long-standing relationship with
the people at Lennar, obviously,” says Blake
Gable, CEO of Barron Collier Companies, the
developer of Ave Maria. “They’re one of the

- Veranda
Condominium
- Terrace
Condominium

largest home builders in the country. They do
great work. They’re true professionals, and
we're really looking forward to continuing to
work with them.”

Lennar built one neighborhood in Ave
Maria in the early 2010s and joins several
other builders currently active in the town.

Yet The National will be different from
other neighborhoods under construction in
the town.

WY OTHIES

Executive Homes

Estate Homes

“Lennar has a different buyer segment
they’re going for,” Mr. Gable says. “For the
kind of active adults who want that golf
course community lifestyle, The National will
be a great addition to what’s already here with
Del Webb (the existing golf course commu-
nity at Ave Maria).”

The National will be built on approximately
475 acres and will include around 1,200
homes. Pre-construction sales started this

Models

Future Lennar
Development

month. Model homes will be available to view
later in the year.

“Pre-construction is the best time to pur-
chase because you have your choice of home-
sites and get the best deals,” Mr. Meyers says.
“The National is everything you could want
in a master-planned community-within-the-
community of Ave Maria.”

WE SHOP FOR YOU!

Bruce Hendry

AUTO ¢ HOME « COMMERCIAL  BOAT * RV * MOTORCYCLE » GOLF CART » WORKERS COMP
WE MAKE SURE YOU’RE ALWAYS WITH THE BEST COMPANY!

OVER 25 DIFFERENT COMPANIES

BB HI

AlMERCURY Bm
INSURANCE INBURANCE BESYE

PROGRECIVE TG

LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS.

Insurance

il

MNatiorwida

TRAVELERST

711 West Main Street, Inmokalee, FL 34112

Phone: (239) 657-3614 | Email: karen@bhins.com | www.bhins.com | Se Habla Espaiiol
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University froupe 10 stage modernized "Hamlet”

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

To be, or not to be — exactly like the original
— that is the question answered by Ave Maria
University’s Shakespeare in Performance stu-
dents for their April production of “Hamlet.”

“My ‘Hamlet’ is not the play that’s been
around for over 400 years,” says Travis Cur-
tright, Ph.D., chair of humanities and liberal
studies, and director of the troupe. “It’s fast,
festive and furious.”

Although he cut two-thirds of the show, the
key soliloquies and famous lines remain. The
play is still set in Denmark, and there will be
Elizabethan costumes.

But Dr. Curtright’s primary aim is to make
Shakespeare relevant to AMU students. So,
he incorporates popular music with new lines
related to the play as well as singing and danc-
ing.

“Our kids and their voices and movements
make this type of interpretation possible.”

The opening, which Dr. Curtright wants to
keep secret, will set the tone for the perfor-
mance and let audiences know they are watch-
ing something special.

That becomes immediately apparent going
into the 137-seat theater, which features a
thrust stage that extends into the audience.

There won't be sets or fancy lighting, but
students will come forward and address audi-
ence members directly.

Dr. Curtright drew inspiration for that tech-
nique from improvisation classes he took at
Second City, learning how to write and interact
with audiences. He also trained at the Ameri-
can Shakespeare Center in Staunton, Va., to
learn about performance.

He wrote his dissertation about Shake-
speare and so enjoyed teaching about the

playwright that his students were inspired to
ask him to direct them in a play. That was
eight years ago, and the troupe has performed
10 plays since then.

“One of my favorite lines is from Coriola-
nus: ‘There is a world elsewhere,” the profes-
sor says. “I think the theater can be that other
world, free from anxiety about an upcoming
paper, social media updates that can cause
some consternation, worries about weekend
plans or news from home. Making art with
one another is a safe space and creative forum
where students grow and develop.”

Dr. Curtright says he is “ecstatic” that the
Shakespeare in Performance program began
in a classroom and became so popular there
is now a summer camp and a minor study
option.

People from outside of AMU attend the

MAURA LITTLETON / COURTESY PHOTO
Cast of “Hamlet” in the green room at the Donahue Family Black Box Theater.

shows, including actors from other local
theaters. “People are astonished at the qual-
ity of the product, and that’s a tribute to our
students.”

Some students arrive at AMU with a love of
Shakespeare, but Dr. Curtright says he wants to
make Shakespeare accessible regardless of their
background.

He also wants students to learn everything
that goes into producing a show, which he says
is similar to how Shakespeare operated. Students
make decisions about hair, makeup and cos-
tumes. They market the show and are involved
in ticketing and backstage management.

“It’s not just about being on stage but being
part of a troupe and coming together as a com-
munity;” he says. “I'm really impressed by their
enthusiasm and seriousness of purpose. We
do table work where they have to paraphrase

Shakespeare to help them get a sense for the
line of thought.” Voice workshops teach the
students how to breathe and carry themselves
on stage. Rehearsals started in late January.

“The plays challenge young people physical-
ly, intellectually and emotionally,” Dr. Curtright
says. “The theater enhances one’s personality.
Actors have to be brave, take risks and be will-
ing to go beyond who they thought they were
— and that’s brilliant to watch unfold.”

The program is so popular, students who are
musicians ask to be part of the shows.

AMU graduate Regina Fahey is directing the
music for “Hamlet.” Christopher Das, a senior,
is helping with the hip-hop choreography.

There are 25 students involved in the pro-
duction. “This group’s raw talent, enthusiasm
and diligence are remarkable to see,” Mr. Das
says. “I'm very happy to be working with
them.”

Tickets are on sale now, and the shows usu-
ally sell out.

“Hamlet”

» Who: Ave Maria University's
Shakespeare in Performance
froupe

» When: April 15-18 and 22-25.
Evening shows start af 7:30
p.m. Saturday matinees start
at 2 p.m.

» Where: Donahue Family Black
Box Theater, the Prince Building
on the AMU campus

» Tickets: General public, $10-
15; Student, $5-7; faculty/staff,
$7-10

» Info: www.shakespeareinper-
formance.net
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Arthrex invests in affordable homes
both on and of f the job site.

Habitat

S 1AS

for Humanity
of Collier County

Volunteer. Donate. Advocate.

Small town, big heart.
Give back with Habitat Collier.

Join the businesses, students, and residents in Ave Maria that are already giving their time, talent,
and treasure with Habitat Collier. We’re building homes and hope just a few minutes up theroad in
partnership with your neighbors in Inmokalee. No experience required, just willing hands and hearts.

Learn more about our work in Eastern Collier County at HabitatCollier.org,
or call our Immokalee office at 239-657-4466.
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"One of the best features of Ave Mariq, | think, is all the walking paths around the lakes
and through the neighborhoods ... You can walk a different route every day for a few weeks.
— Jennifer Leeb, Avalon Park resiaent
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From page 1

“This is amazing,” says Laura Gutierrez.
“They didn’t know places like this existed.”

Ms. Gutierrez and her husband, Mario,
moved from Florida’s east coast into Ave
Maria’s Maple Ridge by CC Homes about 10
months ago. He retired after 27 years with
Miami-Dade law enforcement; Ms. Gutierrez
commutes to Bonita Springs for work.

After making several trips to evaluate Ave
Maria before moving to the town, one thing
caught the couple’s attention.

“What stood out to us is, back where we’re
from, kids don’t walk or ride their bikes to
school,” Ms. Gutierrez says. “These kids,
it’s so refreshing, they ride their bikes and
they’re out playing and having fun. It’s like
taking a step back 50 years to how America
used to be when we were kids growing up.
It’s like a slice of American pie — that’s
what the feel is here, wholesome and safe, a
community where you can let your kids ride
their bikes.”

The friendliness of the residents also
caught the attention of Walther Arias and
Vanessa Altamiranda as they sought to
purchase their first home. Ms. Altamiranda

e, N5 = ; :.- e~ -
Laura and Mario Guiterrez moved into Ave
Maria’s Maple Ridge community by CC Homes.

Maple Ridge,” Mr. Arias adds with a laugh,
“is running into a bear or an alligator.” Then
he continues, explaining that he enjoys
being surrounded by nature and wildlife as
it reminds him of his own childhood experi-
ences.

Ave Maria University, with its cathedral

TN '_-:_.-. . : a7 l"._. £ 3"&_‘ o d ' : . bl -
The friendliness of Ave Maria residents was among many things that caught the attention of Wal-
ther Arias and Vanessa Altamiranda as they sought to purchase their first home.

runs her own organizing business, Simply goal of the master- generational diversity. She and her husband,  in the center of town, also evoked nostalgia

Arranged by Vanessa, and Mr. Arias works planned town was to Gregory, built a home eight years ago and during their house hunting trip.

as a financial planner for Primerica. They create a “highly ame- were snowbirds until they moved down from “For me, it felt right at home because it

moved into Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge neigh-  nitized, beautiful, safe Pittsburg full time two years ago. was what I was used to as a little kid,” Mr.

borhood two two years ago with their young  environment” that was “We always said that, when we retired, we  Arias, who grew up in Colombia, explains.

sons, Orlando and Santiago. friendly for all walks would move into a community like we grew  “In Colombia, we have little towns built
“You don’t hear of a lot of places anymore  of life — from young up in — a small town,” Ms. Dolan says. “I around the church.

where you actually have a relationship with families to retirees. didn’t want just the 55-plus. I wanted to be “When I saw that, I felt right at home,” he

your neighbors,” Ms. Altamiranda says, add- “And that’s what around young people. There is a university says.

ing she grew up in New Jersey in a neighbor- ~ we’ve accomplished,” ! here, and a town with young families and

hood where she knew everyone and played he says. “Youpcan have  GABLE there is age 55 and abO}:/e. Itgs the ideal place.” Here from the Stq rt

with all the kids. “It was really hard to find a phenomenal experi- Ave Maria’s safe environment appealed Mr. Gable, who has worked on the Ave

that here in Florida. ence at a much more affordable price if you  to Ms. Altamiranda. “When we were ready Maria project from its first day, in 2002,
“But as soon as we drove into Ave Maria,  choose to buy in Ave Maria. to purchase a home, I said the number one says building a town and university from

we could just feel it. It was really important Phyllis Dolan, a Del Webb neighborhood  thing for me was safety, especially having the ground up has proven an interesting

for my kids to grow up much like myself.” resident who works as an adjunct profes- kids,” she says. “I want to feel safe going out  process from the time Domino’s Pizza
Blake Gable, CEO of Barron Collier Com-  sor at Ave Maria University, says she was to my car, day or night.” founder Tom Monaghan, who also founded

panies, the developer of Ave Maria, says the  attracted to the town because of its multi- “The worst fear we have as residents of the private Catholic university, decided to
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move the institution to Southwest Florida.

“When you are truly designing a town
from scratch, you have all kinds of oppor-
tunities to just create,” he says. “What we
were trying to do was come up with a way
the university and the town could seamlessly
come together. I mean, we really were plan-
ning a town for ultimately 25,000-30,000
people with the university right there at its
core.

“People like Tom Monaghan, who has
been a tremendous partner, don’t come
around very often.”

The university brings arts and sports to
the town that would not be possible without
such an educational institution. Cee Cee
Marinelli, vice president of commercial real
estate with the Barron Collier Companies,
points out that AMU has the only college
football team in Southwest Florida, among
its other sports offerings.

“They have lectures
that are open to the
community,” she adds.
“I think the over-55
residents enjoy having
that kind of young,
academic side around,
along with the vibrant
lifestyle and arts and
culture part of the
university community,”
she says.

Fresh air activities
Outdoor recreation also figures prominently
into the lifestyle of Ave Maria. The town has
its own water park for residents, as well as two
parks with sports fields, a dog park and an
amphitheater. One golf course is operational
and another is being built. A full-time
lifestyle director facilitates events, clubs and
experiences for residents. The town is also
laced with paths.

“One of the things about our location is it
truly is in the middle of beautiful old Florida,

MARINELLI

COURTESY PHOTOS

Stefan and Jennifer Leeb moved into Avalon Park at Ave Maria with their sons Brendan and Joseph.
They go for walks around the two big lakes twice a day.

so we have a tremendous number of walk-
ing trails, sidewalks, bike paths and all kinds
of outdoors activities,” Mr. Gable says. “Seven
months out of the year, I'd argue that South-
west Florida has the best weather in America,
so we tried to take advantage of that.

“If you want to be outdoors and active,
outside of mountain sports, there’s nothing
that Ave Maria doesn’t have to offer.”

Jennifer Leeb, a public relations consultant
who moved into the Avalon Park neigh-
borhood by Pulte six months ago with her
husband, Stefan, and their sons Brendan and
Joseph, says she makes extensive use of the
trails.

“One of the best features of Ave Maria,

I think, is all the walking paths around the

lakes and through the neighborhoods,” she
says. “You can walk a different route every
day for a few weeks,” she says. “Twice a day
we go for a walk around the two big lakes,
and it really is lovely.”

The town offers multiple events, such
as Christmas festivities, fall festivals, steak
cookouts and music events.

“There’s a lot of family stuff where chil-
dren can enjoy it as well as older people,” Ms.
Dolan says.

Convenient necessities

The Ave Maria Town Center was created
to provide certain key businesses from the
beginning; new ones now are setting up shop
all the time.

“We were creating a town a few miles away
from any other services, so we had to make
sure that we had the services here for the
residents,” Mr. Gable says. “We worked with
Publix to bring them in, and we had the cof-
fee shop and the pizza place. It’s been fun to
watch it grow and flourish over the years.”

Ms. Marinelli adds that, in keeping with the
town’s motto of “a big kind of small town,” all
the necessities for everyday life are available in
a small, simple setting so that residents aren’t
spending hours driving to do errands.

Ms. Gutierrez appreciates being able to
walk to businesses such as the grocery, hair
salon and bank. “The convenience relieves
the stress of having to go and do things,” she
says. “You don’t mind doing things because
it’s not going to be overcrowded, you're not
going to have to fight for parking and you're
not going to wait in long lines.

Ms. Dolan says that she drives to the store
on her golf cart. She even commutes to work
on her golf cart.

She says she joked with campus security,
You'd better not ticket my golf cart because
I parked in the faculty lots” They give you a
sticker for your car, but they don’t have any-
thing for the golf cart.”

Mr. Gable says Ave Maria was designed
with the intention of appealing to a wide
range of potential residents rather than with
a focus on a single demographic.

Ms. Marinelli adds that this means Ave
Maria offers everything from starter homes
in the high $100,000s to six-bedroom resi-
dences for large families to homes for active
retirees, creating a multi-generational town.

“We’ve been creating a great environment
for young families as well as one that retir-
ees find very appealing,” she says. “It was a
combination of bringing in different builders
— Pulte, CC Homes, Del Webb and Lennar
— that hit all different product types, price
points, you name it.

“If you're looking for it, we've got it in Ave
Maria”

«
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Celebrating 12 years in Ave Maria!
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Ave Maria, FL 54142
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About the Community
From $240s-$600s

With thoughtful home designs in one of

the area’s best selling master-planned
communities, Avalon Park af Ave Maria is the
perfect place to call home. Located within
the highly sought-after Collier County School

District, this community attracts families looking

for exceptional schools, close proximity to
neighborhood parks and plenty of living space.
Avalon Park’s collection of new single-family
homes offers unique architectural exteriors and

walkability to downtown Ave Maria.

More Life Built In®
Starting at $439,990

Heatherton: The Heatherton is a versatile floor
plan that offers 4 to 6 bedrooms depending
on your family's needs. The Owner's Suite with a
private owner's retreat offers space to relax and
unwind. All bedrooms come with walk-in closets
for generous storage. A game room on the first

floor can become a multi-generation suite and
a second level loft offers additional bedroom
options. With the Heatherton, all the possibilities
exist to meet your family’s needs now and in
the future.

Heatherton

* 4,242 -4 842 ASC 5q. Ft.
= 4 -4 Bedrooms
® 3.5-5.5 Baths

First Floor

Avalon Park at Ave Maria
4972 Seton Street, Ave Maria, FL 34142
239-842-1657
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NAPLES

About the Community
From $190s-$500s

“Love life to the fullest” at Del Webb Naples, Ave
Maria’s 55+ resort-style active adult community
offering single-family homes, carriage homes
and villas designed to fit your lifestyle. The
community boasts an optional 18 holes of

championship golf, 18 outdoor sports courts,

resort and lap pools, two grand clubhouses,
full-time lifestyle director, and a state-of-the-art
fitness center. With so many ways to stay active
and have fun, it's easy to see why Del Webb

Naples neighbors become long-time friends.

Starting at $321,990

Stardom: The Stardom’s one-of-a-kind layout
makes entertaining easy. The kitchen's
commanding central location, overlooking
the cafe and the gathering room, offers the
ideal open floor plan layout. A guest suite and

private Owner's Suite both offer privacy, natural
light, and spacious walk-in closets. There is

no shortage of storage in this single-story floor
plan from the huge laundry room to the open
garage space, or optional 3-car garage.
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Del Webb Naples
6028 Victory Drive, Ave Mariq, FL 34142
239-842-9643

Stardom

* 2,269-2,325 Sq. Ft.
e 2-3 Bedrooms

e 2-3 Full Baths

e 1 Half Bath
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AT AVE MARIA

About the Community

Maple Ridge at Ave Maria is a thoughtfully
designed community with a myriad of home
designs, all of which combine beautiful curb
appeal with impressive interior layouts built for
modem lifestyles. CC Homes is the builder behind
this community and they are among the many
reasons Ave Maria has become such a rapidly
growing neighborhood aftracting new residents
from the Gulf Coast, Southeast Florida and
beyond. With more than 65 years of combined
experience in South Florida real estate, Mr.
Amando Codina and Mr. Jim Carr have set a
new standard for quality new construction homes
in desirable communities, with a wide range of
pricing from entry-level to prestigious exclusivity.
CC Homes communities throughout the State of

Florida have been recognized for their incredible
market appeal, outstanding quality, and resident
satisfaction time and time again, having built
thousands of homes and residences. Homes
built by CC Homes are designed to improve
people’s lives. Modem features, smart floor plans
and upscale amenities combine for the ultimate
South Florida lifestyle.

Homeowners at Maple Ridge are pampered
with high-end designer features included in
the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods
include a brand-new clubhouse for residents
with resort-style pool and cabanas, fithess
center, billiard room, exercise park, concierge,

coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and kids' room.

T

/NN CC Homes

L8 Codina-Carr Company

Starting at $240,990

CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five
new home builders in South Florida and
Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-
family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge
neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered
with high-end designer features included in

Maple Ridge
5000 Avila Ave., Ave Mariq, FL 34142
855-280-4648

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods
include a brand-new clubhouse for residents
with resort-style pool and cabanas, fitness
center, billiard room, exercise park, concierge,
coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and kids’ room.
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/NN CC Homes

L8 Codina-Carr Company

Starting at $219,990

CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five
new home builders in South Florida and
Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-
family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge
neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered
with high-end designer features included in

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods
include a brand-new clubhouse for residents
with resort-style pool and cabanas, fitness

center, billiard room, exercise park, concierge,

coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and kids' room.

\/

WOOD

A\
=N

SILVE

AT MAPLE RIDGE

About the Community

As part of the highly sought after new home
community, Maple Ridge at Ave Maria-
Siverwood offers exciting residential choices to
buyers. Siverwood provides homeowners the
perfect home at a great value. All of these
single-family homes are beautifully designed
with Mediterranean-inspired architecture and
an inviting array of designer features included
as well as some custom options available. Both
Siverwood and Maple Ridge have a superb
location within Ave Maria, so residents benefit from

a great school district and sense of community.

Floor Plan Spotlight: The Encinitas is a new

Maple Ridge
5000 Avila Ave., Ave Mariq, FL 34142
855-280-4648

construction, two-story home with 4 bedrooms,
3-and-one-half baths, great room, eat-in
kitchen, upstairs laundry room, loft, storage
closet, downstairs master suite with walk-in
closet and attached garage. 5th bedroom

or a wet bar in the loft are available options.
Premium features included standard, such

as designer brand faucets & fixtures and tile
flooring. Gourmet kitchens have stainless steel
appliances, European-style wood cabinetry and
granite countertops. A spa-like master bathroom
features double sinks with marble vanity tops, a

spacious shower. Best of all, this master suite is

conveniently located on the ground floor.
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COUNTRY CLUB

AT AVE MARIA, FLORIDA

About the Community

The Maria model features 2,247 square feet

of living space with 3 spacious bedrooms +
den, 3 baths and a 2-car garage. The master
suite is graced with a desirable walk-in closet
and spa-like bath with all of the relaxing
touches. A second bedroom and a laundry
room are right next door, an ideal family setup,
with a third bedroom on the other side of the
house, perfect for guests. The open and airy

kitchen joins the family and dining rooms for a
centralized gathering place. A den, located
right off the main foyer enfrance, can be a
pleasant hideaway or hobby room. A large
screened lanai has an optional summer kitchen
for year round entertaining in breezy comfort.

A 2-car garage keeps everyone happy with
protected cars and plenty of storage for tools
and gear.

LENNAR

Starting at High $100,000s

Lennar's brand-new neighbornood, The
National Golf & Country Club at Ave Maria, will
break ground late this year and will include the
builder’s signature residential home designs:
Terraces, Verandas, Coach Homes, Executive
Homes and Estate Homes. An 18-hole Gordon
Lewis-designed golf course will anchor the
neighborhood along with a clubhouse and
luxurious onsite amenities. All of Lennar's floor

plans will incorporate innovative design details
and Lennar's signature Everything's Included®
program that includes a high level of standard
features with the price of the homes. New
homes in The National Golf & Country Club af
Ave Maria are expected to be priced from the
high $100,000s fo more than $400,000. Sales
will begin early 2020.
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MODEL HOMES

—FOR SALE———
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MAPLE RIDGE

AT AYVE MARIA

IT'S FINALLY HERE!

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE LAVISHLY
IN AVE MARIA'S BEST LOCATION

ACROSS THE STREET FROM PUBLIX & TOWN CENTER

MAPLE RIDGE IS NOW SELLING ITS 11 DESIGNER-DECORATED MODEL HOMES
IN A VARIETY OF FLOOR PLAN OPTIONS AND INTERIOR STYLES!

LIVE IN AVE MARIA'S MOST ATTRACTIVE LOCATION - STEPS AWAY FROM EXCITING
SHOPPING & DINING AT THE BEAUTIFUL LA PIAZZA TOWN CENTER AND A PUBLIX!

AFFORDABLE LUXURY YOU WON’T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE

EASY 1- HOUR DRIVE FROM BROWARD COUNTY

UPSCALE FAMILY- FRIENDLY LIFESTYLE AND AMENITIES

TOP ‘A’ RATED SCHOOLS

NEW SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM THE LOW $200S ' SALES & MODELS GALLERY OPEN DAILY
5000 AVILA AVE., AVE MARIA, FL 34142 @ 833.729.1783 = MAPLERIDGEFL.COM

/N CC Homes

*Broker Participation Welcome. Prices, terms and availability subject to change without notice.
|8 Codina-Carr Company
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With gratitude, Tropical Smoothie owner

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Twelve years ago, when Phong Ho opened
Tropical Smoothie Café as the second res-
taurant in Ave Maria, he was taking a leap of
faith that people would come.

“It was a bold idea,” he says. “This town
was new and there was nothing here. It’s fair
to say it was a calculated risk.”

That risk paid off. Mr. Ho is the longest
restaurant owner in town and has a loyal
clientele.

Now, he’s going to reward them with
another restaurant to enjoy. He plans to
open Southwest Florida’s first Teriyaki Mad-
ness in May, next to his Tropical Smoothie
Café, in the only vacant space left in Town
Center.

“I've seen pretty big growth in this town
over the past three years,” Mr. Ho says.
“Home sales almost doubled in the last four
years. We're doing very well in our Tropical
Smoothie store.”

But, he adds, his customers have told him
they want more dining options.

“It’s been a while since they’ve had anoth-
er place to eat. [ want to provide another fun
and tasty establishment. I think this town
definitely can support another eatery.”

Teriyaki Madness is a fast-casual Asian
restaurant concept founded in 2003. It fea-
tures made-to-order dishes such as chicken
teriyaki, yakisoba noodles with meat or tofu,
chicken katsu, eggrolls, edamame, crab ran-
goon and chicken potstickers.

The new restaurant’s interior will follow
the franchise theme of red and black with
murals and an upbeat environment. There
will be seating for 40 inside and outside.
Customers will order at the counter by
selecting their choice of protein, rice, vegeta-
bles and sauces such as teriyaki, katsu, gyoza,
orange and spicy.

Mr. Ho did a lot of research before select-
ing the Teriyaki Madness franchise, including
going to the corporate headquarters in Den-
ver. And he likes the food, saying it is tasty
and light. “When people see the nutritional
chart, they will be shocked how healthy it is.”

And he sees growth potential with the
brand. The chain has 75 stores opened and
more than 100 franchises signed. Mr. Ho has
a three-store contract and plans to open a
second location at Founders Square at the
intersection of Immokalee Road and Collier
Boulevard, a 55-acre mixed-use development
that is also being developed by Barron Col-
lier Companies. “It’s a great corner,” he says.
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Phong Ho opened Tropical Smoothie Café 12 years ago and plans on opening Teriyaki Madness in May.

He expects to draw the same customers to
Teriyaki Madness in Ave Maria that also fre-
quent his Tropical Smoothie Café. Half the
year, these include snowbirds and Ave Maria
University students. But he credits the resi-
dents of Immokalee for helping his business
survive year ‘round.

“I couldn’t have really done it without
their help,” he says. “They’re a tremendous
asset and client base that is only four or five
miles away. And they’ve had the same res-
taurants for a while, so they’re very open to
coming here.”

Mr. Ho notes that a popular Asian res-
taurant in Immokalee recently closed, so he
hopes people will try Teriyaki Madness when
it opens.

Mr. Ho delivers approximately 20 miles

from Ave Maria’s town center, including to
Arthrex on Oil Well Road, which he calls
“my biggest blessing in the last four years.”

He also credits his landlords and the town
for being supportive and friendly to business
startups.

He was 25 and trying to decide what
career to follow when his stepfather encour-
aged him to start his own business. The
father of one of Mr. Ho’s friends worked for
the Barron Collier Companies, and the idea
of the new Ave Maria town seemed to offer
opportunities.

“My stepdad said I should try a smoothie
place, and I said “‘What’s a smoothie?”” he
laughs. He researched the concept and liked
both the health aspects and the fact that
Tropical Smoothie also sells food, which he

said attracts people into the store. He and his
parents opened the restaurant together.

When the economy slowed down, Mr. Ho
remained committed to Ave Maria. He has
been a resident since 2007 and participated
on the town’s fire commission board and
with the chamber of commerce and Rotary
Club before the number of hours he works
limited his free time.

“I'm very satisfied with the town’s prog-
ress and where it’s at today,” he says. “I put
a lot of trust in the future of this town, or I
wouldn’t be opening another restaurant.”

He expects to offer grand opening specials
and celebrations that might include giveaways.
“T always like to give gratitude,” he says.
“There are many people who have helped me

along the way.”

*I want to provide another fun and tasty establishment. | think this town definitely can support another eatery.”

— Phong Ho, owner of Tropical Smoothie Café
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Inauguration festivities set for AMU's third president

The inauguration of Christopher P. Ice as
the third president of Ave Maria University is
set to take place in March. The occasion will
be marked by four major events open to the
general public:

M 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 27 — Opening
presentation: “Ex Corde Eccelsiae at Third:
A Call for Renewal in Catholic Universities”
by Dr. Michael Dauphinas in the O’Bryan
Performance Hall in the Thomas and Selby
Prince Building.

M 10 a.m. Saturday, March 28 — Inaugu-
ration Mass with Most Rev. Frank Dewane,
bishop of the Diocese of Venice, at Ave
Maria Catholic Church.

M 11:30 a.m. Saturday, March 28 — Inau-
guration ceremony at Ave Maria Catholic
Church.

M 2:30 p.m. Saturday, March 28 — Inau-
guration keynote address: “Ego Sapientia:
Our Lady and Catholic Higher Educa-
tion” by Fr. Romanus Cessario, O.P,, in the
O’Bryan Performance Hall in the Thomas
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University at an impor-
tant time in our history.”

Under President Towey’s leadership, the
university tripled the number of majors
offered and established the Mother Teresa
Program and Museum, “and he guided an
incredibly successful $60 million capital
campaign,” Mr. Monaghan said. “Jim and
his wife Mary worked tirelessly over the last
nearly nine years to advance the university,
and I am grateful for his leadership and
service to Ave Maria and in particular to the

corporate executive will
serve him well as he
leads Ave Maria.”

— Tom Monaghan,
AMU founder, speaking
of Christopher P. Ice

education and brings many years of experi-

ence as an executive in the corporate and

and Selby Prince Building.

M 6 p.m. Saturday, March 28 —
Inauguration celebration at the
AMU Academic Mall (tickets
required for dinner). |' L

President Ice assumed his
responsibilities as president of
AMU on Jan. 1 this year. He suc-
ceeds Jim
Towey, who
served in the position
for nine years.

President Ice previ-
ously was chief execu-
tive officer of Catholic
Charities of Kansas
City-St. Joseph. He
has a deep passion for
Catholic, liberal arts

private sectors as well as Catholic non-
profit organizations. He also has an
impressive background of fund-

raising in Catholic higher educa-
EA|  tion at Franciscan University of
H| Steubenville in Ohio. He and his

wife, Mary, are parents of seven

children ages 10 to 29, and grand-
parents of one.

“T'am very excited to begin my
presidency at Ave Maria University and lead
this authentic, orthodox Catholic university
into the future,” he said in a press release.
“Our students will continue to develop the
critical thinking and reasoning skills neces-
sary to distinguish truth from falsehoods,
especially in a culture that blurs the lines of
truth.”

His main goal as president, he added, is

COURTESY PHOTOS
Christopher P.Ice has served as Ave Maria Uni-
versity’s third president since Jan. 1.

“to help form joyful, intentional followers of
Jesus Christ through word and sacrament,
scholarship and service. My desire is for our
students to become great leaders in our soci-
ety and, ultimately, saints.

“At Ave Maria University, we won’t run
away from our Catholic faith. We will con-
tinue to run to it.”

AMU founder Tom Monaghan has high
praise for President Ice and President Towey.

About President Ice, he said in a press rea-
lease, “He is clearly a man of great character
and deep faith. His knowledge gained from
working in both Catholic higher education

students under his care.”

The university was founded in 2003 on
a temporary campus in Naples and moved
to its permanent campus in the fall of 2007.
Enrollment has nearly tripled since that time,
with the current undergraduate population
numbering 1,082 students, as have the num-
ber of majors offered to students, which now
stands at 32 and includes nursing, biochem-
istry, biology, theology, business administra-
tion and education. In addition, there are 44
students presently pursuing graduate degrees
in theology at the university.

The public is invited to all events around
President Ice’s inauguration. The Mass
and inauguration ceremony also will be
livestreamed.

For more information, call Bryant Morin
at 239-280-2513 or email Bryant.morin@
avemaria.edu.
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Arts & Crafts Festival in Town Center

GARRET BUCKLEY / AVE MARIA SUN

Linda
Crouse
and Jim
Crouse

. Jim Blacklbbumn
. Arthur Jacobs

. Jason Bautista and
Michelle Bautista

. Anne Altor and Ed LaPlante

. Betty Radosevich and
Diane Duflo

. Mark Reily, Colleen Reily, Peggy
Wilson and Richard Wilson

. Christian Jourdain and Lauren
Minnone

March 14 « 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Main Street Cattle Drive e Alligator Wrestling ¢ Live Music featuring BEN ALLEN BAND
Cowboy Poetry e Dancing Horses ¢ Kids Korral e and so much more!

FREE ADMISSION with food and drink available for purchase.

Kids Korral Sponsored By

Immokalee Pioneer Museum at Roberts Ranch
COUNTY 1215 Roberts Avenue West, Immokalee

MUSEUMS CollierMuseums.com ¢ (239) 252-2611
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Bristol in Maple Ridge by CC Homes

Ave Maria starts the new
year with strong sales

Ave Maria Development reports 24
new home sales for January 2020, out-
pacing 2019 thus far. Metrostudy recent-
ly reported Ave Maria as the No. 1 sell-
ing new home community in Southwest
Florida, with 266 annual closings and
306 annual home starts for the past 12
months.

According to the Metrostudy fourth
quarter report: “Ave Maria owns the
top spot this quarter, and (the town’s)
annual starts are higher than any other
master planned community in Lee, Col-
lier and Charlotte counties.”

The town of Ave Maria has been rec-
ognized by Metrostudy as Collier Coun-
ty’s No. 1 selling new home community
for more than five years. Developed by
Barron Collier Companies, the master
planned community features a mix of

single-family homes by CC Homes, Del
Webb, Lennar and Pulte Homes. Pricing
begins in the high $100,000sWith ame-
nities and commercial centers put in
place from the inception of the project,
Ave Maria has provided new home buy-
ers with immediate sense of community
often desired when searching for a new
hometown.

“Tanuary is good indication of what
we hope to see for the coming year,”
says Andrea McLendon, marketing
director for Barron Collier Companies.
“With the addition of Lennar as our
fourth home builder, buyers now have
even more choices when looking for a
new home in Ave Maria. We continue
to see interest from people on both
coasts of Florida as well as the northern
buyer.”
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Fernwood in Silverwood by CC Homes
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* Gulfshore Business Magazine Best of Business *
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(800) 523-3716

www.preferrednaples.com

SunTrust Building at Pelican Bay
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Investments You Can Believe In

@ AVE MARIA
@} MUTUAL FUNDS

A pro-life, pro-family approach to investing, with a proprietary screening process examining corporate compliance with Catholic
teachings regarding abortion, pornography and policies undermining the sacrament of marriage. Investments are made only in

companies that do not violate core teachings of the Catholic Church as set by the Funds’ Catholic Advisory Board.

1-866-AVE-MARIA (1-866-283-6274)
avemariafunds.com

Mutual Fund investing involves risk, principal loss is possible. Request a prospectus, which includes investment objectives, risks, fees, expenses and other information that you should read and
consider carefully before investing. The prospectus can be obtained by calling 1-866-283-6274 or it can be viewed at www.avemariafunds.com. Distributed by Ultimus Fund Distributors, LLC.
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Getting to know Ave Realty Team
leader and local expert Jody Carr

lII

“It I'm awake, I'm working!

How long have I been in real

estate?

I come from a construction and hospitality
background so I've been involved in real estate
most of my life. I became a full-time realtor
6 years ago and have enjoyed each and every
client I've worked with. How great is being
trusted to participate in the biggest decision
of people’s lives. What an honor!

Why did I pick to live in Ave

Maria?
I arrived in Naples in 1989 and loved the
small-town Florida feel. As Naples grew, I
found myself yearning for small town life again.
Through real estate I found Ave Maria
and discovered that living here as like
going back in time. Friendly neighbors,
strong sense of community, safety etc...
True small town living, and I love it!

Why have I been so

successful?
My successes I believe are based on my

same. For example, we can get
your current property sold and
arrange the close on your new

desire to take care of people. I feel the general / property the same day. That

public has a distaste for realtors so when I
dedicated my career choice to this field, I decided
to take care of people first and worry about
commissions later. Doing the right thing is always
the right thing. Take care of those that trust you
and the rest will just fall into place. Our office
motto is “Work Hard and Be Nice to People”.
If that is not strictly adhered to on my team,
I'm quick to welcome an agent to be successful
elsewhere. I can't say it enough. “take care of those
that are trusting you to do the right thing."

Can I take on more clients?
Absolutely! I have a team of 10 wonderful
agents as well as an on-site lender, title services,
legal services and an office board dedicated
to local Ave business and personal services.
With a strong synergy team and a “care for
the client” mindset, we are all working on
your behalf. Communication is key. Many
people feel left in the dark. It’s vital that our
clients know that we are always available.

Can I help clients BUY AND

SELL a house?
Of course. We work for the benefit of both

buyers and sellers and often they are one in the

MVP The AVE Team

REALTYASSOCIATES

allows a low stress and smooth
transition from one home to the next. Big secret
that many homebuyers dont know...a buyer’s
agent costs them nothing. We are here to guide,
educate and keep things fun. Buyers do not pay
commissions so with a buyer’s agent, the con-
sumer and agent can focus on the goals rather
than a client being worried about heavy fees.

Can people really buy a home
with ZERO MONEY DOWN?

YES! Going back to our synergy team, we've
partnered with an amazing mortgage broker.
American Mortgage Corporation. They have
tons of loan programs to fit the needs of every
buyer. They are honest and helpful with any credit
situations and are the leaders in our area for low
and zero down programs. Call American Mortgage
Corporation...you won' be sorry! They work just
like I insist, for the care of the client.

Can people buy with less than

perfect credit?

YES! A reputable local lender can guide
you through the process. If you take the given
advice, they WILL get you a home loan.

What Lender do I recommend?

American Mortgage Corporation s
always my go to. Call American Mortgage

Corporation. They will personally take care
of you! Phone: 239-800-9188

So many lenders in the area...
Why them?

Lender options especially in the internet
age are endless. In my experience, American
Mortgage Corporation has a great foundation
for doing business honestly, Fairly and in
a timely fashion. Too many lenders make
false promises and find issues at zero hour
preventing buyers from attaining their
dream. American Mortgage Corporation
goes fully into each application bypassing
the often found “pre-approval”. With that
practice in mind, it gives the client ALL of
the information and requirements up front so
that they are in the best position possible to
purchase a home with no surprises at the end.

How can you contact me?
I can be reached anytime at 239-851-1060
or you can email me at jody@averealtyteam.

com. In addition, feel free to stop at my office
located behind Publix right here in Ave Maria.

Q

Wmerican Mortgage®

NMLS# 1203481
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CubeSmart can bring an end to your shortage of storage space

BY LAURA TICHY-SMITH

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Take the boxes out of your house and get
ready to “cube” them out of your way. A
brand-new CubeSmart Self Storage facility is
on target to open in late February in the Park
of Commerce at 5306 Useppa Drive.

A total of 344 storage units ranging in size
from 5-by-5 feet to 10-by-30 feet will occupy
two single-story, climate-controlled buildings.
In addition, 24 outdoor covered spaces will
accommodate Class A recreational vehicles
and boats. The new CubeSmart will also have
a private gated entry and security cameras
throughout the property.

“The convenience of an onsite self-storage
facility will further enhance the self-sustainable
lifestyle for Ave Maria residents,” Brian Goguen,
vice president of Ave Maria Development, says.
“We are pleased to welcome the talented team
from Seagate Development to our community.”

The 51,000-square-foot project is being
developed and built by Seagate Development

The CubeSmart Self Storage on Useppa Drive in Ave Maria is expected to open in late February.

Group.

“It’s coming along and should be complet-
ed in February,” Sydney Vermette, marketing
manager for Seagate, says.

“With the constant growth happening in
our area, we are seeing an increased demand
for facilities of this nature,” Seagate CEO Matt

Price adds. “We look forward to many more

COURTESY RENDERING / SEAGATE DEVELOPMENT GROUP

projects with Ave Maria Development.”

A representative from the CubeSmart cor-
poration says the phone number and storage
unit prices will not be available until after the
location opens, but reservations can be made
via the CubeSmart website, www.cubesmart.
com/florida-self-storage/ave-maria-self-
storage.

CubeSmart has 1,272 locations throughout
the country and is the third largest owner-
operator of storage units in the nation. The
Park of Commerce, home of the Ave Maria
CubeSmart, is also home to a Mobil Gas Sta-
tion, Oil Well Craft Brewery, MAFA Martial
Arts Fitness Academy and Dog Gone Clean-
ers. .~

Groundbreaking set for Ave Maria Public Safety Complex

Station is first new facility in the Immolalee Fire Control District since 1953

SPECIALTO AVE MARIA SUN

Ave Maria Development and the Immo-
kalee Fire Control District will break ground
for the new Immokalee Fire Control District
Ave Maria Public Safety Complex during a
ceremony at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 5, at the
site in the Ave Maria Park of Commerce.

The 22,000-square-foot station will serve
Ave Maria proper and the southern areas of
the Immokalee Fire Control District. It will
have the capability to house a minimum of

five personnel 24 hours a day, seven days a
week and could potentially accommodate
more than a dozen personnel including Col-
lier County Sheriff’s Office deputies, EMS
supervisors, Fire Chief Michael Choate and
administrative staff.

Designed by GMA Architects and con-
structed by Envirostruct, the station is the
first new facility in the Immokalee Fire Con-
trol District since 1953. Anticipated opening
is early 2021.

COURTESY RENDERING
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AROUND AVE MARITA

“Blues, Brews & BBQ)" draws a crowd to Town Center

Hundreds of visitors
and residents
enjoyed free blues
concert, BBQ food
% frucks and outdoor
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ATUI ETTND and BBQ festival.
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It's a Dining Experience.
Shula’s Steak House Naples is the classic American, fine dining steak house.

Whether you're celebrating a special occasion or just the end of the work week, your experience at Shula’s Steak House Naples
will stick with you long after you've left the table.

SHULAS ex®

STEAK HOUSE

Reservations 239.430.4999 ¢ Private Dining 239.659.3176 ¢ Located at the Hilton Naples ¢ 5111 Tamiami Trail North




Want to \Want to buy a house

Lower your with ZERO MONEY
mortgage payment? or little DOWN?
e L

Call us today for details.

DON’T
We may be able to lower your HESITATE

Interest rate, reduce or even get rid CALL US TODAY Geting pre-apPIoKCCIEEEE

of PMI (private mortgage insurance) BEFORE INTEREST
RATES GO

BACK UP

~ American Mortgage®

Call us today at 239-800-9188
for a FREE analysis.

999 Vanderbilt Beach Road, Suite 200, Naples, FL 34108 @

American Mortgage Corporation is a registered DBA of American Mortgage Corporation, Inc. NMLS #1203481. This is not an advertisement to extend customer credit as defined by part 1026.2 of Regulation Z. Interest rate, program terms and conditions are subject to change
without notice. Not all products are available in all states and for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Granting of loan is subject to the credit and policy requirements of American Mortgage Corporation, Inc. Refer to http://www.nmisconsumer.org/ and
input NMLS #1203481 to see where American Mortgage Corporation is a licensed mortgage broker. In IL, FL TX the principal licensed office of American Mortgage Corporation, Inc. is 5576 Hammock Isles Drive. Naples, FL 34119.Phone: (630) 463-6114 (NMLS ID#1203481).
Branch offices are 999 Vanderbilt Beach Road Naples, FL 34108. (NMLS# 1604275), 7115 Virginia Road, Suite 121. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 (NMLS# 1804186), 8000 IH-10 West, Suite. 600. San Antonio, Texas 78230 (NMLS# 1868612). This is not an offer for extension of credit

or commitment to lend. All loans must satisfy company underwriting guidelines. Not all applicants qualify. Information and pricing are subject to change at any time and without notice. © 2020 American Mortgage Corporation, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.




