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“I love the community. Everyone here is super friendly. Most of the people who live on
my street I’ve met because they’ve either stopped by or I’ve seen them on my walks.”
— Cyndi O’Brion, Ave Maria resident

Meet the new
president of Ave
Maria University
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

MILA BRIDGER / AVE MARIA SUN

New residents Faith James and Jim Schmitz felt a higher power nudging them to move to Ave Maria.

Living the life
Buyers flock to Ave Maria as new home sales break the record
BY EVAN WILLIAMS
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

A

Some of life’s biggest challenges are the loss
of a loved one, moving and starting a new job.
Add in a pandemic and that describes the last
six months for new Ave Maria University President Chris Ice.
After moving from
Kansas to start as the
university’s third president on Jan. 1, Mr. Ice
lost Mary, his wife of 31
years and mother of his
10 children, in April.
“I firmly believe if
it weren’t for my deep
faith, I’m not sure how I ICE
would have persevered,”
Mr. Ice says. “When you’re in the midst of challenges, if you don’t have a vision of the future
and faith in God and pray every day for the
intercession of our Blessed Mother, it’s easy to
think you’re in control. These are the times you
realize you’re not.”
Mr. Ice also credits the university’s board of
trustees and executive team, as well as the local
community, for supporting him and his family.
“They have been absolutely fantastic and a true
blessing,” he says.
His faith goes back to his childhood, when he
accompanied his grandmother to daily Mass.
Around age 7, he started serving Mass and
helping during funerals and weddings.
Mr. Ice heard the call of the priesthood and
went to high school at St. Henry’s Preparatory
Seminary in Illinois, but he says he “determined
that God was calling me somewhere else.”
He played college baseball and graduated
from St. Mary of the Plains College in Dodge
City, Kan. He set numerous baseball records
there, including the NAIA baseball career batting average at .480, and was inducted into the
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on the way to Ave Maria
to look for a new home, Faith
James and Jim Schmitz, both age
52, wondered if this town would
be disconnected from the urban
lifestyle to which they were accustomed.
As it turned out, they discovered a vibrant
community with a robust menu of amenities that was for them a perfect fit.
It even seemed that nearly from the time
they arrived. When they got out of the car at
the model home center, Ms. James recalls,
her hand accidently activated a song on
iTunes in her phone; Beyoncé’s “Ave Maria”
began to play.
Later in May, with face masks and behind
LAND

SEE LIFE, A16 X

The grads
Why graduation
day was most
memorable,
and different,
this year.
A6-7 X
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“When you’re in the midst of
challenges, if you don’t have
a vision of the future and
faith in God and pray every
day for the intercession of
our Blessed Mother, it’s easy
to think you’re in control.
These are the times you
realize you’re not.”

Ave Maria posted record new-home sales in June.

Labor
of love
Grand Hall
opens at
Del Webb
Naples.
A4 X

— Chris Ice, president
Ave Maria University

Drink up
Relax, enjoy
the food
and feel
like family
at the Pub.
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Donahue Academy graduates
going across the country for college
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

High school graduation is a milestone that
marks significant achievements and notes the
next phase of a young adult’s life.
Despite the pandemic’s impact on the end
of the 2019-2020 school year, students in
Ave Maria were able to celebrate with family,
friends and neighbors.
“Something I’m super proud of is what
we did for our 2020 seniors,” says Community Manager Kim
Twiss. “When we first
heard that graduation
ceremonies were canceled or going virtual, it
broke my heart. These
kids didn’t get prom or
graduation.
So her team pulled
together to create a
ceremony where the
TWISS
graduates got to don
their caps and gowns at South Park. “We were
on hands and knees writing ‘Best Wishes’ in
chalk,” she says. “The parents were so grateful.
We had to do something for the kids because
they lost so much.”
Founded in 2007, Donahue Academy
serves approximately 275 students from Pre-K
through 12th grade, with an average class size
of 19.
The average SAT score for students in the
Class of 2020 was 1232, in the 80th percentile
and more than 200 points above average.
Significantly, the college attendance rate for
the class is 100 percent. Here are their plans:
Arturo Artiles is going to Florida International University to study accounting.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: Donahue Academy of Ave Maria Senior
Class Catholic Days at the Florida State Capitol
building.
Dante Cruz is going to Florida Southwestern State College to study business.
Quentin Fairchild, class valedictorian, will
study history at the University of Notre Dame.
Caitlin Kadlec is going to Belmont University to study interior design.
Abbey Lawe, the class salutatorian, is going
to Providence College to study finance.
Dominic Schneider will study aerospace
engineering at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University.
Mark Shapic is enrolled in the music program at Florida Gulf Coast University.
Peter Williams is going to Christendom

The Donahue Academy was founded in 2007.
College to study humanities and business.
And several students are going to Ave Maria
University to study business administration:
John Byrne, Faith Giovine, Juan Gomez,
Nicholas Guernsey and Ismael Prieto.

6028 Victory Drive, Ave Maria, Florida 34142

Where Every Day is a Vacation
No one understands the importance of community like Del Webb. That’s why we can say
we offer much more than a beautiful home; we offer a place to belong.
• 2 Clubhouses Totaling
Over 30,000 Sq. Ft.
• Full-Time Lifestyle Director
• 18 Sports Courts:
Pickleball, Tennis & Bocce

• Resort Pool & Spa
• 3-Lane Lap Pool
• 18-Hole Championship
Golf Course, Panther Run
(memberships optional)

• The Rusty Putter Bar & Grill
• Fitness Center &

•
•
•
•

Movement Studio
• Activity Rooms for
Community Events

Card & Game Rooms
Catering Kitchens
Café & Community Library
Community Garden

Villas, Condos and Single Family Homes
From the $190,000’s to $500,000’s
21 Home Designs to Fit Your Lifestyle
(239) 842-9643 | delwebb.com/naples
At least one resident must be 55 years of age or better, a limited number of residents may be younger and no one under 19 years of age. Some residents may be younger than 55. Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Community
Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a speciﬁc community, and depict models containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available
for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. ©2020 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 7/7/20

Avalon Park
at Ave Maria From the mid $200s
Avalon Park offers spacious
homesites, unique architectural
exteriors, and 18 consumer-inspired
1- and 2-story home designs with
2-6 bedrooms and 2-6.5 bathrooms
in 1,500 to 4,800 square feet of
living space. pulte.com/avalonpark

AWARD-WINNING HOME DESIGNS

SUMMERWOOD

CREEKVIEW

2-5 Beds | 2-3 Baths | 2- to 3-Car Garage

3-5 Beds | 3 Baths | 3-Car Garage

™

4972 Seton Street | Ave Maria, FL 34142 | 239-842-1657
*Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an
actual representation of a specific home being offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional
cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state
where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates.
©2020 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 7/7/20
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Grand Hall opens at Del Webb Naples
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Residents at Del Webb Naples can now
enjoy the newly opened, 14,000-square-foot
Grand Hall clubhouse with expanded amenities and activities.
“This was a labor of love for us,” says Janet
Meyer, amenity project manager with Pulte
Homes. “We’ve been planning and designing
this building for years.
It makes us happy to
bring this vision to fruition, and we are excited
for homeowners to get
to use it and enjoy it.”
The Grand Hall has
an expansive social hall
and catering kitchen
that will elevate comMEYER
munity events, card
and game rooms and
a veranda designed for year-round alfresco
enjoyment.
The new building complements the
adjacent 15,000-square-foot Oasis Club
campus complete with a state-of-the-art
fitness center; rooms for clubs and classes;
indoor and outdoor gathering spaces; a
resort-style pool/spa and a three-lane lap
pool; 18 sports courts for pickleball, bocce
ball and tennis; an amphitheater and community garden. Del Webb Naples residents
and their guests can also enjoy the community’s exclusive bar and grill, The Rusty Putter, and an optional 18 holes of championship
golf at Panther Run.
The design firm of Fieldstone A&E created the Grand Hall’s transitional/contemporary aesthetic with a clean and fresh look
that mixes metals and emphasizes gold and
black. The fabrics are neutral upholstery

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: The entrance to the Grand
Hall clubhouse at Del Webb
Naples.
The Grand Hall has an expansive
social hall, far left, and catering
kitchen as well as card and game
rooms and a veranda, left, for
alfresco activities.
with accent colors.
A fun feature of the new hall is a sports
simulator that can have up to eight players
enjoying games such as bowling and golf on
several courses. That room has seating for
spectators and fans. There are also billiards
and table tennis tables in the new building.
Most importantly, the hall can accommo-

date 350 people, which makes it a great venue
for community activities.
“Having a larger event space will be wonderful because many times we sell out of
events,” says Del Webb Naples Lifestyle Director Mark Irish. “We can hold more concerts,

such as tribute bands, and don’t need
to worry about rain for outdoor events.” Mr.
Irish also plans to offer cooking classes and
other fun activities.
Residents at Del Webb Naples can rent all
or a portion of the hall and also bring in an
outside caterer.

Quality. Deﬁned.

But don’t just take our word for it...
2019
4 Star Rated for Safety & Quality

NCH has always been and continues to be a leader in Florida and in the nation for quality healthcare.
Three of the largest independent healthcare quality reporting agencies and the U.S. government all
agree. For accurate and complete information on the quality services of the NCH Downtown Baker
Hospital & NCH North Naples Hospital, please visit the agencies shown above at:
• Health.USnews.com/best-hospitals
• QualityCheck.org
• )FBMUIHSBEFTDPNmOEBIPTQJUBM • Medicare.gov/hospitalcompare
NCHmd.org
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AROUND AVE MARIA
Ave Maria high school graduation ceremony
GARRET BUCKLEY / AVE MARIA SUN
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Abbey Lawe and Quentin
Fairchild-— this
year’s Valedictorians
for Donahue
Academy.
The community came
me
e together
to celebrate Ave Maria
ariia high
school graduates with
h friends,
family, refreshments and
a
the distribution of giftt cards
to recognize this exciting
citting
time in their lives.
The day included a
car parade, bagpipe
e
rendition of Pomp and
nd
Circumstance by Dan
an
n
Guernsey, blessing byy
local deacon Gary
Ingold, and address
to the graduates
by Lifestyle Director
Carol DiFlorio.

Build with as little as 10% down*
for the roof over your heart.

&RQQHFWZLWKDQ/0&8ORDQRIÀFHUWRGD\
FDOO(239) 829-6192 or visit LMCU.org/Mortgage.
)RUZHOOTXDOLÀHGERUURZHUV/0&810/6

)RUZHOOTXDOLÀHGERUURZHUV(TXDO+RXVLQJ/HQGHU
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Ave Maria high school graduation ceremony

$4,199E
VALU

MULTI-FAMILY HOMES

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES

PLUS RECEIVE

FREE

FLOORING
UPGRADE
In Main Living Area2

,000
10
IN CLOSING

$

UP TO

GOLF
CART

COSTS PAID

INCLUDED

1

$8,500
VALUE

3

*Up to $10,000 value towards closing costs with the purchase of select homes with fully executed purchase agreements delivered between July 1 and September 30, 2020. Purchase agreements executed prior to
July 1, 2020 are excluded. Buyer must finance through Eagle Home Mortgage, LLC and must close with Cal Atlantic Title. Offer also available for cash buyers. See New Home Consultant for full details.

TERRACE HOMES

VERANDA HOMES

EXECUTIVE HOMES

ESTATE HOMES
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From the upper $100s

From the mid $200s

From the mid $300s

From the low $400s

18-hole Golf Course • Chipping and Putting Area • Driving Range • Golf Pro Shop • Tennis Center/Pro Shop • Har-Tru Tennis Courts • Pickleball • Bocce Ball
The Clubhouse Grille Room & Dining Room • Resort-style Pool • Chickee Bar • Sports Club • Fitness Center • Yoga/Aerobics Room • Spa/Salon Services

Visit our Welcome Home Center in Town Square today!
5080 Annunciation Circle, Suite 101 | Ave Maria, FL 34142
TheNationalVIP.com

WELCOME HOME
CENTER HOURS:
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm
Sunday 10am-6pm

877-45-LENNAR | LennarSWFL.com
ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.
Offer are limited to individuals that purchase their home directly from Lennar and finance through Eagle Home Mortgage and close with Cal Atlantic Title. This offer is also available to cash buyers who close at Cal Atlantic Title. Offer available on select inventory homes if buyer signs and delivers a purchase agreement between July 1, 2020 and September 30, 2020. Purchase agreements signed and delivered prior to July 1, 2020 are excluded. At closing, Lennar will provide to
buyer a credit in an amount not to exceed $10,000 as determined on your Loan Estimate, excluding prepaids. Offers, incentives and seller contributions are subject to certain terms, conditions and restrictions, which may include use of designated closing agents. Certain incentives could affect the loan amount. Offer good for a limited time only. Lennar reserves the right to change or withdraw any offer at any time. Prices subject to change without notice. Offer is subject to
borrower meeting approval guidelines. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Contact a Loan Officer for financing details, or a New Home Consultant for home purchase details.
Eagle Home Mortgage, LLC - Mortgage Lender/Servicer License #MLD549, NMLS # 1058. Lennar Homes, LLC (“Lennar”) and Eagle Home Mortgage, LLC (“Eagle”) have business relationships with each other. Lennar and Eagle are, directly or indirectly, wholly owned by Lennar Corporation. Because of this relationship, transactions with Eagle may provide Lennar a financial or other benefit. You are NOT required to use Eagle as a condition for purchase of a Lennar home. You are
free to shop around to determine that you are receiving the best services and the best rate for these services. For additional information please visit their websiteswww.Lennar.com and www.eaglehm.com. Requesting a loan prequalification and making a loan application do not constitute a loan approval or otherwise indicate that a consumer has or will qualify for a loan from Eagle or any other lender. Prequalifying with Eagle is voluntary and is not required in order to obtain
a loan from Eagle and/or purchase a home from Lennar Corporation or any of its affiliated homebuilders. Prequalification does not (a) constitute a loan approval or indicate that you have or will qualify for a loan from Eagle or any other lender; or (b) guarantee you will qualify to purchase a Lennar home. Financing is not guaranteed and not all consumers will qualify to purchase a Lennar home.
Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything’s Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist’s renderings and may contain options that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability
may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated; actual sq. ft./acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar does not guarantee the availability of homes within the price ranges above. Price subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial
photos are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist’s rendition. They are solely for illustrative purposes, should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2020 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WCI logo, Everything’s Included and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its
subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 07/20.
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Enjoy the great outdoors in myriad ways in Ave Maria
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

From walking trails to swimming to golf,
Ave Maria was planned to provide multiple
ways for residents and their guests to enjoy
outdoor recreation and the town’s beautiful
setting. And with more people staying close
to home the past few months due to the
pandemic, these amenities have become even
more utilized and enjoyed.

Recreational parks
North Park and South Park are the largest
outdoor recreation areas and offer a variety of
activities.
North Park has soccer fields, baseball fields,
tennis courts, basketball courts, a tot lot playground, picnic pavilions, restrooms, and a
concession stand.
South Park has softball field, eight bocce
ball courts, a walking/running trail, an
amphitheater, picnic pavilions, a dog park,
restrooms and a concession stand.
The newest amenity is a 9-hole disc golf
course in North Park, which Community
Manager Kim Twiss reports is already very
popular. In fact, she recently met people from
outside Ave Maria who had traveled to play
the new course. DGCourseReview.com calls it
a “wide open course with a few doglegs” and
notes that “hole #8 is technical with quite a
few trees.”

Water park
A great place to cool off this summer is the
Ave Maria Water Park, located in the north
central part of town near North Park. Exclusive to Ave Maria residents and their guests,
it features resort and fitness pools, interactive
fountains and a wading pool for kids.
“People like the environment in the park,”
says Operations Manager Mary Katherine
Gates. “People come here trying to escape
everyday life and they want to relax. Our mission is to keep them as safe as possible and
make sure they’re having fun.”
The fitness pool has more depth and lap
lanes.
The gated wading pool, with a depth of
about 2 feet, is best for small children. The
splash area has 40 interactive aqua play components such as tumble rain buckets that kids
of all ages love.
The spa, which is closed right now due to
the pandemic, holds up to 15 people.
The water park is fully staffed with certified
lifeguards on duty at all times.
Two pavilions offer shade.
Current hours, reduced because of the pandemic, are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday
(closing from 1-1:30 p.m. for cleaning) and
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. The concession stand
is currently closed, but guests can bring their
own food beverages. No glass or alcohol is
allowed.
Overall capacity has been reduced from 500
to 250, and people not from the same house-

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: Dog walking in South Park
Right: Panther Run Golf Club.
hold are reminded to stay 6 feet apart. Masks
are not required at the water park.
Monthly and quarterly memberships are
available for singles and households, with
prices ranging from $27 to $67 and include
guest day passes. The daily rate for residents
age 4 and older is $2 while the park operates
at reduced capacity.
The Water Park will celebrate the “Dog
Days of Summer” on July 18. The café will
serve hot dogs as BOGO for members and
$2.50 for daily-rate guests.

Panther Run
Golf Course
Designed by famed golf architect Gordon
Lewis and opened in 2007, Panther Run is a
picturesque place to enjoy the sport and the
scenery.
“This is a very wide open, golfer-friendly
course,” Ben Duffy, head golf professional,
says about the 18-hole championship golf
course. “The greens are big, there are six different sets of tees, and holes 14 through 18 are
set in wilderness.”
He notes that Golf Digest in 2013 rated it a
Top 50 course for women.
Tifway 419 Bermuda grass is used on fair-

ways, while TifEagle Bermuda is found on the
greens. There is a golf shop, practice range,
and The Rusty Putter restaurant for a bite
before or after a round.
Mr. Duffy and three golf assistants offer
lessons for people looking to begin the sport
or fine-tune their game. Calloway clubs are
available as rentals.
Membership is open to Del Webb owners
and includes perks all over the country at
other properties managed by Hampton Golf.
The general public can purchase the Panther
Pass for discounts, a free round of golf on
their birthday and other benefits.
Since the pandemic, Panther Run has
established additional safety guidelines. Carts

are sanitized after each use and are
offered one person to a cart unless the two
players are from the same household. Players
can use their own carts when feasible. Staff
wear masks, and a guard screen has been
installed at the pro shop counter.
Mr. Duffy says most players are members, though the course attracts golfers from
Naples, Estero, Fort Myers, Cape Coral and
even Miami.
He credits General Manager Damian Rose,
who came to Panther Run in 2016, as “a great
leader for the staff and community” who is
very involved with golf and social events.
The course and café are closed on Mondays
through Sept. 30.

LOW DOWN PAYMENTS LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS.
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WE MAKE SURE YOU’RE ALWAYS WITH THE BEST COMPANY!
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711 West Main Street, Immokalee, FL 34112
Phone: (239) 657-3614 | Email: karen@bhins.com | www.bhins.com | Se Habla Español
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About the Community
From $240s - $600s
It’s easy to stay active and have family fun at

and 18 consumer-inspired 1- and 2-story

Avalon Park. Located within the highly sought-

single family homes from the mid $200s that

after Collier County School District, Avalon Park

combine Pulte’s signature quality construction

attracts families looking for exceptional schools,

and consumer-first designs. With 2-6 bedrooms

close proximity to neighborhood parks, plenty

and 2-6.5 bathrooms in 1,500 to 4,800 square

of living space, and walkability to downtown

feet of living space, you are sure to find a new

Ave Maria. Avalon Park offers spacious

Pulte home to fit your family’s needs now and

homesites, unique architectural exteriors,

in the future.

™

Heatherton
More Life Built In

®

• Starting from the $440,000’s
• 4,242-4,842 Sq. Ft.

One of the nation’s largest homebuilders with

easy personalization options and versatile

over 70 years of homebuilding experience, Pulte

living spaces make everyday moments easier

• 4-6 Bedrooms

Homes takes pride in putting that experience

and more enjoyable. With a focus on quality

• 3.5-6.5 Bathrooms

to work for you. With insightful, well-designed

construction and a simplified buying experience,

• 3-Car Garage

homes, and Life Tested® design features

Pulte will help you get into your new home easily,

inspired by actual homeowner feedback,

without the headaches. That’s More Life Built In®,

Pulte homes offer the best in livability. And,

and that’s exactly what you’ll find at Avalon Park.

Avalon Park at Ave Maria
4972 Seton Street, Ave Maria, FL 34142
239-842-1657
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About the Community
From $190s - $600s
The pioneer in 55+ active-adult communities

Director who plans clubs, classes and events all

and America’s leading builder of new homes

year long. With so many ways to stay active and

for pre-retirement and retiring boomers, Del

have fun, it’s easy to see why Del Webb Naples

Webb brings premier resort-style amenities

neighbors become long-time friends. Offering 21

and a lifestyle nothing short of extraordinary to

home designs to choose from including carriage

Ave Maria. Del Webb Naples has redefined

homes, villas and single family, starting from the

retirement, boasting an optional 18-holes of

$190s to $600s, you are sure to find a home

pristine championship golf, 18 sports courts,

where you can create an inspired, personalized

resort and lap pools, a community garden, full-

design to fit your style, and budget. End your

• 2-3 Bedrooms

service, community-exclusive restaurant and bar,

search for your ideal Florida oasis…it’s all waiting

• 2.5-3.5 Bathrooms

2 beautiful clubhouses, and a full-time Lifestyle

for you at Del Webb Naples.

Stardom
• Starting from
the $330,000’s
DROPPED TRAY

OPT.OUTDOOR
KITCHEN PREP

• 2-3 Car Garage
TRAY CEILING

OPT.
SINK

of homebuilding experience. With homes

community like Del Webb. Del Webb

designed for how you live, including the

communities are an extension of the

features that matter most to you, all backed by

homeowners who live there – a collection

a warranty you can rely on, you’ll feel secure

of passions and activities you love to enjoy

now and in the future. And, a streamlined

with others. When you choose to build in a

process makes it easy for you to build the

Del Webb 55+ active adult community, you

home you’ve always wanted, in the vibrant

get the benefit of more than six decades

community you’ve been looking for.

OPT. D.Z.

OPT. ENT.
PACKAGE

No one understands the importance of

• 2,269+ Sq. Ft.

Del Webb Naples
6028 Victory Drive, Ave Maria, FL 34142
239-842-9643

OPT.
DOORS
OPT. DROPPED TRAY
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About the Community
Maple Ridge at Ave Maria is a thoughtfully

Florida have been recognized for their incredible

designed community with a myriad of home

market appeal, outstanding quality, and resident

designs, all of which combine beautiful curb

satisfaction time and time again, having built

appeal with impressive interior layouts built for

thousands of homes and residences. Homes built

modern lifestyles. CC Homes is the builder behind

by CC Homes are designed to improve people’s

this community and they are among the many

lives. Modern features, smart floor plans and

reasons Ave Maria has become such a rapidly

upscale amenities combine for the ultimate South

growing neighborhood attracting new residents

Florida lifestyle.

from the Gulf Coast, Southeast Florida and

Homeowners at Maple Ridge are pampered with

beyond. With more than 65 years of combined

high-end designer features included in the base

experience in South Florida real estate, Mr.

price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods include a

Armando Codina and Mr. Jim Carr have set a

brand-new clubhouse for residents with resort-style

• 4,032 a/c square feet

new standard for quality new construction homes

pool and cabanas, fitness center, billiard room,

• 5 bedrooms

in desirable communities, with a wide range of

exercise park, concierge, coffee bar, exhibition

• 4.5 bathrooms

pricing from entry-level to prestigious exclusivity.

kitchen and kids’ room.

• Casita for in-laws,
guest suite or office
with separate entrance

CC Homes communities throughout the State of

Duvall

• 3-car garage

Starting from $240,990 to $417,990
CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods

new home builders in South Florida and

include a brand-new clubhouse for residents

Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-

with resort-style pool and cabanas, fitness

family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge

center, billiard room, exercise park, concierge,

neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered

coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and kids’ room.

with high-end designer features included in

Maple Ridge
5000 Avila Ave., Ave Maria, FL 34142
855-280-4648 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com
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About the Community
As part of the highly sought after new home

construction, two-story home with 4 bedrooms,

community, Maple Ridge at Ave Maria-

3-and-one-half baths, great room, eat-in

Silverwood offers exciting residential choices to

kitchen, upstairs laundry room, loft, storage

buyers. Silverwood provides homeowners the

closet, downstairs master suite with walk-in

perfect home at a great value. All of these

closet and attached garage. 5th bedroom

single-family homes are beautifully designed

or a wet bar in the loft are available options.

with Mediterranean-inspired architecture and

Premium features included standard, such

an inviting array of designer features included

as designer brand faucets & fixtures and tile

as well as some custom options available. Both

flooring. Gourmet kitchens have stainless steel

Silverwood and Maple Ridge have a superb

appliances, European-style wood cabinetry and

location within Ave Maria, so residents benefit from

granite countertops. A spa-like master bathroom

a great school district and sense of community.

features double sinks with marble vanity tops, a
spacious shower. Best of all, this master suite is

Floor Plan Spotlight: The Encinitas is a new

conveniently located on the ground floor.

Encinitas
• 2,251 a/c Sq. Ft.
• 4 bedrooms
• 3.5 bathrooms
• Ground floor
master suite
• 5th bedroom
option available

Starting from $219,990 to $269,990
CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods

new home builders in South Florida and

include a brand-new clubhouse for residents

Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-

with resort-style pool and cabanas, fitness

family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge

center, billiard room, exercise park, concierge,

neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered

coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and kids’ room.

with high-end designer features included in

Maple Ridge
5000 Avila Ave., Ave Maria, FL 34142
855-280-4648 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com
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About the Community
Lennar is excited to bring its popular

The National Golf & Country Club will feature

Everything’s Included® homes and

its own Clubhouse with a pro shop, formal and

resort lifestyle amenities to the charm,

casual dining, a resort-style pool and spa,

convenience, and values of Ave Maria. The

state-of-the-art fitness center with yoga/aerobics

National Golf & Country Club will offer a

room, spa treatment rooms and beauty salon.

fresh coastal aesthetic throughout the home

Active residents can take advantage of Har-Tru

designs and on-site amenities including an

tennis courts, pickle and bocce ball, putting

18-hole Gordon Lewis-designed golf course,

green, chipping area, and a driving range. This

complimented by world-class amenities

all-encompassing amenity campus is designed

for the entire family to enjoy. A variety of

to bring our community together, with spaces

floorplans will be offered in Terrace and

to congregate with friends new and old.

Veranda Condominiums, plus Executive and
Estate single family homes, starting from the
upper $100s.

POOL
BATH

LANAI

OPTIONAL
OUTDOOR
KITCHEN

33'-0" X 10'-0"

MASTER
BEDROOM

Whether you are a seasonal resident or looking

GREAT ROOM

12'-0" X 18'-0"

26'-0" X 14'-0"

to lay down roots, The National Golf & Country
DINING ROOM

DW

CL

9'-0" X 10'-0"

WIC

PAN

Club has the ideal home for you!

KITCHEN
REF.

CL

MASTER
BATH
BATH

Starting from the upper $100,000s
Simplify your home buying experience by

quality homes since 1954, and is one of the

including everything you need in a new home

biggest homebuilders in Southwest Florida.

and community. And once you find your

BEDROOM 2

D

CL

11'-0" X 12'-0"

perfect home, our family of companies are

Lennar’s Everything’s Included®, simply including
quality features and finishes that homeowners
want and need, at no extra charge.

Victoria
• 1,850 Sq. Ft.
• 2.5 Baths

there to assist you every step of the way with
your mortgage, title and insurance needs for

ENTRY

11'-0" X 12'-0"

• 2 Bedrooms + Den

WH

Experience unprecedented value through

W

LAUNDRY

Lennar is one of America’s leading builders of

DEN

FOYER

2 CAR GARAGE

• Starting at $349,999

20'-0" X 20'-0"

an enjoyable and hassle-free closing.

The National Golf & Country Club
5080 Annunciation Circle, Suite 101, Ave Maria, FL 34142
888-214-1476 | www.TheNational-AveMaria.com
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Relax, enjoy the food and feel like family at the Pub
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

It is just a good place to relax and have a bite.
The Pub & Grill at Ave Maria offers diners
so much more than delicious hamburgers and
scrumptious pizza. It offers great service by a
friendly and knowledgeable staff, an extensive
menu prepared by the all-stars in the kitchen,
happy hour, live music on weekends and a
welcoming, family atmosphere.
“The pub is always a great hangout,” says
Krista Joyce, who co-owns the eatery with her
husband, Kevin.
The Joyces moved from the Chicago area
and established themselves with a partner in
the restaurant business here in 2014. They
split with the partner in January, and now the
Pub is all theirs. They also operate the adjacent Bean, a breakfast stop.
The Pub’s menu features an array of appetizers such as nachos, mozzarella sticks, spinach
and artichoke dip, pretzel bites and crispy calamari, among other tasty starters. There are also
mouthwatering chicken, fish and beef entrees,
soups, salads, sides such as sweet potato fries and
roasted vegetables, and even fresh raw vegetables.
Beer and soft drinks help wash it all down.
Yes, there is a kids’ menu, too. And yes, it
offers mac ’n’ cheese and grilled cheese.
But the Pub is perhaps best known for its
hall-of-fame pizza and hamburgers. A Pub
pizza is made with hand-tossed fresh dough,
original or thin crust, topped by savory sauce
and toppings that run from sausage, bacon
and pepperoni to garden-fresh mushrooms,
roasted veggies, red onions, jalapenos, garlic
and four cheeses.
The burgers are big and juicy, with offerings ranging from the basic Pub burger, which
comes with choice of cheese, to a mushroomand-swiss combination and a jaw-dropping
Southwest burger that comes with pepper jack

cheese, bacon, avocado and chipotle ranch.
“Our daughter’s favorite by far is the Southwest burger,” Krista says.
There are also decadent hand-dipped milkshakes (strawberry, chocolate or vanilla, $5)
featuring Edy’s ice cream. Specialty shakes
($6) include one with Cap’n Crunch cereal,
another with peppermint patties, another
with Oreos and another with Reese’s Pieces
and chocolate sauce blended in.
The Pub is very much a family affair. For
instance, son Michael, 18, sings and plays guitar for patrons on Friday evenings. He is just
one of many local musicians who appear on
the outdoor patio and play their music.
COVID-19 has not been kind to the restaurant business, and Krista says the Joyces are
grateful for their customers’ loyalty during the
pandemic. The Pub adheres to all COVID-19
and social distancing guidelines. One change
brought about by the pandemic: The Pub
now delivers.
The family investment in the business and
the Joyces’ commitment to the community are
two of the elements that make the Pub such a
special place.
Not to mention the food.

The Pub & Grill
at Ave Maria

»
»
»
»
»

Where: 5068 Annunciation Circle
Hours: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. SundayThursday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday-Saturday
Sign up: Download the Pub at
Ave loyalty app and earn points
with every purchase for free food.
Order online: www.eatinave.com
Info: 239-867-4235,
www.eatinave.com
or on Facebook
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MEET A TOWNMAKER
Ave Maria Executive Director Kim Twiss

5064 Annunciation Circle

O

Ave Maria, FL 34142
4142

O

(239) 213-0990

and Recreation Manager John Croce, Lifestyle
Manager Carol DiFlorio and Water Park ManAve Maria Sun Correspondent
ager Mary Katherine Gates. They oversee these
amenities:
You might often find Ave Maria Executive
■ South Park, with a softball field, eight
Director Kim Twiss and her lovable mutt, Spirit,
bocce ball courts, a walking/running trail,
in the dog park.
In fact, it was Spirit who inspired a fun activity amphitheater, picnic pavilions, dog park, restrooms and concession stand.
when the pandemic started this spring.
“COVID-19 made us think outside the box,”
■ North Park, with soccer and baseball
Ms. Twiss explains. “We wondered how to keep
fields, tennis and basketball courts, a tot playresidents entertained while they were stuck at
ground, picnic pavilions, restrooms and conhome. So I took a plastic toy that Spirit didn’t
cession stand.
play with and hid it around Ave Maria each day,
■ Water Park, with a fitness and resort-style
so people would search for it. People were in the pool, cascading spa, water volleyball and water
parks every day looking for it.”
aerobics areas, four 25-meter lap lanes, interThis is just one example of how Ms. Twiss
active play features, an open tube water slide
enriches the lives of Ave Maria residents. An
and an enclosed tube water slide, beach volexecutive director at FirstService Residential since leyball court, picnic pavilions, restrooms and
August 2015, she has worked in Ave Maria since
concession stand.
November 2018. Originally from Glencoe, Ala.,
Ms. DiFlorio credits the Social Activities
she was enjoying an assignment in South CaroCommittee for helping plan events that meet
lina when FirstService asked her to consider the
everyone’s needs.
move to Florida.
“We’re a multi-generational community, so
“I came to Ave Maria and the town amazed
people like festivals and other activities that
me,” she says.
families can come out for. Anything for kids to
She oversees the master association and its
do is popular.”
$1.3 million budget, five sub-associations and an
Some of the most anticipated events are
office staff of 14 plus 40 people working at the
MILA BRIDGER / AVE MARIA SUN
Hometown Christmas, OctoberFest and comwater park.
Kim Twiss has worked in Ave Maria since
munity yard sales days that often include a
Being flexible and creative is part of what Ms.
November 2018.
shredding truck, food trucks, petting zoo and
Twiss likes best about her job.
other activities.
being adjusted in response to the pandemic. For
“I’m not a ‘put a square peg in a square box’
“The whole town comes out for Hometown
example, occupancy at the water park was reduced
person,” she says. “I like diversity and things that
Christmas,” Ms. Twiss says. “There is a parade,
to help people practice social distancing. More
change every day.”
rides for kids, food vendors, arts and crafts
virtual and outdoor events are being planned, and
She spends a lot of time working on finances
vendors and a stage with live entertainment.”
hand-sanitizing stations are placed around outand routine maintenance issues. “It’s a lifestyle
Hometown Christmas is held on the first Friday
door activities.
community and people want it to be beautiful.”
in December.
“We are taking safety precautions and at the
She praises all of her team, including Parks
Ms. DiFlorio says many events and activities are

“I’m not a ‘put a square peg
in a square box’ person.
I like diversity and things
that change every day.”
same time trying to let homeowners feel as
normal in the new norm as possible,” Ms.
DiFlorio explains.
Ms. Twiss credits Ms. DiFlorio for making
Easter fun after the town’s annual big celebration was canceled. “She dressed as the Easter
Bunny and her husband, Tom, drove her all
over Ave Maria waving at residents.”
She also notes that Mr. Croce, a licensed
personal trainer, offered online classes when
people couldn’t access the town’s gym. “He
showed exercises you could do at home with
laundry detergent bottles or cans of vegetables
as weights.”
And, of course, everyone can be outside and
enjoy Ave Maria’s “miles and miles of sidewalks and trails” along with abundant wildlife,
she adds. The 4.8 miles from Oil Well Road to
the Water Park makes a great stretch for walking, jogging and bike riding.
Services such as the Publix grocery store,
physician offices, gas station, good restaurants
and other businesses also attract new residents to
Ave Maria. Ms. Twiss is excited about recent and
upcoming developments, including the nine-hole
disc golf course that just opened in North Park,
the golf course that Lennar is building and the
planned new fire station and Braden Hospital.
“Ave Maria is amazing now and will be even
better in the future,” she says.

Women’s Fashions and Accessories

Scan code above and
sign up to win a
$25 Gift Card!

We are cleaning house to make room for
new items coming from the Dallas Market.

25% OFF

Everything in the Store
for the entire month of July!!
thesecretingredient.us

Other locations in Indianapolis, Indiana & Richmond, Indiana
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Sales increase
A look at sales at Ave Maria the first six
months of each year from 2018-2020.

From page 1
a plexiglass partition, they signed the paperwork to close on their new home. They weren’t
the only ones to purchase a new home in Ave
Maria that month.
Ave remained the top selling masterplanned community in Southwest Florida last
year with 266 home sales closed, a Metrostudy
report shows, and it’s on pace to beat that
number in 2020. With builders reporting 40
new-home sales in June, the town scored its
top-selling month on record since opening in
2007. The previous record for monthly sales
was May 2020, with 38 closings. The newest
numbers are up 45 percent from June 2019
— even amid the pandemic.
Year to date the town’s four residential
builders — CC Homes, Del Webb Naples,
Lennar and Pulte Homes — report 174 newhome contracts.
A combination of historically low interest
rates, Ave’s many amenities, relatively low
home prices and — perhaps especially during
this season of the virus — its self-sustaining
community, have made the town an attractive
spot for homebuyers.
“Ave Maria is a true hometown with all
the daily conveniences and amenities right
outside your front door,” says Blake Gable,
CEO of Barron Collier Companies, the town’s
developer. “I believe now more than ever we
will be spending more time at home, and our
emphasis on a community-minded lifestyle
along with an optimized home design at an
attractive price is resonating with everyone.”
Home prices in Ave Maria range from the
high $100,000s to $500,000-plus, with more
than 75 floor plans to choose from for terrace
homes, condominium, coach homes, attached
villas and single-family homes.
The community offers opportunities for
socializing and recreation whether in person
or virtually. That includes open spaces for its
homeowners such as a water park, soccer and
baseball fields, fitness center, amphitheater,
dog park, trails, bocce and tennis courts, a
town center with a Publix grocery store, a
commercial center with Mobil gas station, private schools from preschool through university, and on-site free events throughout the year.
The Ave Maria Master Association organizes ongoing events for residents including
virtual trivia, happy hour, fitness classes and
club meetings while also providing access to
outdoor recreation with proper social distancing guidelines ensuring everyone can enjoy
having fun safely.
Although many homebuyers continue to
visit and purchase homes at Ave Maria in
person, the process can be handled entirely
online as well.
“We can accommodate any customer and
give them the ability to shop, buy, build and
close virtually if they wanted to, meaning they
would never have to set foot in one of our sales
centers,” says Justin K. Wood, director of sales
in Southwest Florida for Pulte Group.
Although each salesperson might have a

Thee

Jan
Feb
March
April
May
June

2018
22
23
25
17
15
25

2019
13
19
19
23
23
22

2020
25
25
31
15
38
40

super friendly. Most of the people who live on
my street I’ve met because they’ve either stopped
by or I’ve seen them on my walks with Giianna.
“The common theme is that everyone I’ve
met says they love living here. It’s a dream
come true for them, and that’s what it is for
me as well.”

More to come

MILA BRIDGER / AVE MARIA SUN

New resident Cyndi O’Brion, a cybersecurity expert and single mom, moved to Ave Maria from
Tampa with her dog Giianna.
slightly different virtual home-buying process,
the basic steps are the same as they would be
in person. Buyers can shop online before sales
agents give them virtual tours of the home.
And all legal documents can be signed electronically using DocuSign.
Diana Ibarria, senior vice president at CC
Homes, describes how their virtual tours work:
“Customers go online and they can click
on a button that says ‘Request a virtual tour
or virtual appointment.’ They meet through
either FaceTime or Zoom with a sales associate. Then the associate walks through the
home with a phone, giving the customer a
tour like they were walking through it and at
the same time asking questions.”
For Ms. James and Mr. Schmitz, they ended
up purchasing CC Homes’s Almaden model
in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge neighborhood.
Because they bought the model home itself,
the purchase conveniently included furniture
and fine details such as high ceilings, chiseled
marble and crown moldings.
There’s plenty of room for both the couple and their 10-year-old Italian greyhound,
Fanci, as well as space for family to visit or
for Ms. James, who runs her own branding
agency, to hold Zoom meetings with clients.
“We’re just really looking forward to having
happy memories and moments,” Ms. James says.

A dream come true
Ave Maria’s Del Webb Naples neighborhood, a 55-and up restricted community,

also welcomed new residents recently. Cyndi
O’Brion, a cybersecurity expert and single
mom with three grown children, was looking
to downsize from the overwhelmingly large
Tampa house where she had lived.
A search for a new spot for herself and her
18-month-old goldendoodle named Giianna — meaning “gift from God” — began
in January. Ave Maria, as it turns out, is
central to her siblings and godchildren in
South Florida.
Pulte Group’s two-bedroom Hallmark floor
plan was also a perfect fit — not too big for
her but enough space to comfortably work
from home and accommodate friends or family as well. She also appreciated the fact that
Ave Maria is outside hurricane evacuation
zones and that the Del Webb Naples HOA
takes care of the house and lawn, making it
relatively maintenance free.
But maybe she already knew this was the
place, with its central cathedral and surrounded by nature, before she even arrived.
“When I saw on the map the center of Ave
Maria was the church and everything fanned
out from there I got this chill, Holy Spirit
energy, throughout my being,” Ms. O’Brion
says.
She knew for sure when she went to view
the home.
“When he (the sales agent) opened the
front door, I knew that my prayers had been
answered,” she says. “And Giianna started wagging her tail, telling me she was happy…
“I love the community. Everyone here is

Ave Maria now has a total population of
about 10,500 people, with more than 2,400
homes sold since opening in 2007. The community is a nearly even mix of active adult
retirees and families with children or young
couples starting families, says Cee Cee Marinelli, vice president of commercial real estate
for Baron Collier Companies.
“Ave Maria continues its trajectory of strong
new home sales for 2020,” she says. “We continue to see buyers of all ages and from several
areas including Collier County, South Florida
and the Northeast.
The desire to live in a self-sustaining
hometown with a full spectrum of amenities and conveniences has never been more
appealing.”
The self-sustaining town offers shopping
and dining, employment opportunities,
parks and recreation, and is zoned for all
A-rated Collier County public schools. At
build out, the town can have up to 11,000
residences and 1.7 million square feet of
retail, office and business park uses in its
4,000 acres.
Looking forward, Ave’s developer plans to
expand retail and commercial opportunities as
the town grows. The town will likely welcome
a new hotel and other retail and commercial
buildings in the next five years. The developer is also working with a group interested
in building an independent/assisted living
facility.
“As more residents move to Ave Maria, we
want to make sure everyone has the opportunity to bring their business with them whether
it’s working from home, opening a satellite
office or starting a business,” Barron Collier CEO Mr. Gable says. “I expect to see our
commercial development grow along with the
home sales.”
Ave Maria is at the intersection of Oil Well
and Camp Keais Roads in Eastern Collier
County. The main entrance, on Oil Well just
west of Camp Keais, leads to the town center.
Take I-75, exit 111, follow the signs east to Ave
Maria, approximately 30 minutes.
For more information, call 239-352-3903 or
visit www.avemaria.com.
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customers aﬀord the home of
their dreams for many years
and we love what we do.
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PRESIDENT
From page 1
college’s inaugural athletics hall of fame. He
earned his MBA at Franciscan University of
Steubenville.
Mr. Ice worked as an assistant college baseball coach and admissions counselor at St.
Mary of the Plains before establishing a successful 23-year commercial insurance career.
For the past two years before joining AMU, he
worked as CEO for Catholic Charities of Kansas City-St. Joseph, even serving on the executive committee for Catholic Charities USA.
Throughout his career, his faith was always a
part of his life and something he says he “never
shied away from.” Mr. Ice attends Mass daily,
finding the closest Catholic Church when he
travels. And he keeps a statue of St. Joseph on
his desk, which spurs conversations. “He’s my
hero. He was a wonderful man that married a
perfect woman and raised a perfect child. That’s
hard to do. He had to be great.”
Although he loved his career, he says he saw
an opportunity to blend his business skills and
faith when multiple friends and acquaintances
encouraged him to apply for the Ave Maria
University presidency.
“The students are fantastic. To be around the
young vibrancy of our future is exciting,” he
says. “And the strong Catholic faith element of
the university was very attractive.”
He voices concern that members of the
younger generation are losing their faith. “We
need more great universities like Ave Maria to
give them the truth while they’re in their formative years so they can take that into their jobs
and families and spread it further.”
He has several goals for the university. He
would like to bring back a stronger Marian
element, to distinguish Ave Maria University
from other Catholic universities. He thinks
the Mother Theresa Project is a great resource
that can be expanded. He would also like to see

SPIRIT JUICE STUDIOS / SPECIAL TO AVE MARIA SUN

Ave Maria University President Chris Ice, right, played baseball for and graduated from St. Mary of the Plains College in Dodge City, Kan. He set
numerous baseball records there, including the NAIA baseball career batting average at .480.
more missions. He wants to increase the academic offerings, such as a nonprofit leadership
degree or certificate and social work in both
undergraduate and master’s degree programs.
And, he believes the school needs a new fitness
center and fieldhouse.
All of this will take money and connecting
with more supporters. To that end, he has hired
a new vice president of advancement, Tim
Dockery, and created a new vice president of
marketing position filled by Kevin Murphy.
He has also connected with the local Catholic diocese and schools such as St. John Neumann Catholic High School and Bishop Verot
Catholic High School. And he wants to work

with university alumni to engage them. Mr. Ice
welcomes speaking engagements where he can
talk about the future of the university as well as
the town of Ave Maria, which already feels like
home for his family.
“My kids and I spend a lot of time outdoors,”
he says, “It’s still a novel treat for them to look
for alligators in the pond.” His children range
in age from 30 to 11, with four living with him.
His oldest daughter, her husband and his first
grandchild also live in Ave Maria.
Mr. Ice likes to get up early and walk one
of his two dogs. He is an avid reader, enjoying
spiritual, factual and historical books.
A lifelong sports fan, he cheers for the Kansas

City Chiefs, the Kansas City Royals and Kansas
Jayhawks at the University of Kansas. As far as
his favorite movie, he says “being from Kansas,
‘The Wizard of Oz.’”
Last October, he and his wife helped lead a
pilgrimage of 35 people to Rome that included
an audience with Pope Francis. “It was very
spiritually rewarding,” he says.
For now, as he helps his children cope with
the loss of their mother and guides the university’s future through and beyond the coronavirus, his faith keeps him centered.
“In the midst of all this turmoil,” he says.
“Ave Maria University is a place of peace and
solace.”
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Commercial/office/flex space
coming to the Park of Commerce
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

As a result of the exciting growth the community has experienced and inquiries from
new residents about where they can locate their
businesses, pre-leasing opportunities are now
available for commercial/flex/office space in the
Park of Commerce at Ave Maria Boulevard and
Anthem Parkway. Completion is estimated for
the third quarter of 2021.
A total of 14 units — 10 spaces of 730 square
feet each and four end units of 1,890 square feet
each — are available.
The building will be able to accommodate a
variety of uses, from traditional retail and office
to air-conditioned warehouse space with roll-up
doors. Tenants will enjoy ample parking and
easy truck access.
The park of commerce encompasses 17 acres
in the middle of the town and near the entrances to the Ave Maria neighborhoods of Del Webb
Naples and Maple Ridge.
For more information about units, call Cee
Cee Marinelli at Baron Collier Companies, 239262-2600.
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Ave General Store and The Spice Café
A place to slow down
and enjoy small town life
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

The Dollar Corner and More has a new
name, new owner, new inventory and new café.
Jenner Cuff, an Ave Maria resident for three
years, purchased the business in January after
serendipitously walking in the door as the real
estate broker was putting the “For Sale” sign
in the window.
“I got on the phone with family and friends
to figure out if this was a good fit, and everybody said yes,” she says. “I talked to the Ave
Association and proposed the café, and everybody seemed on board with the vision.”
Ms. Cuff co-owns the newly named Ave
General Store and The Spice Café with Jerome
Bronson. Both knew they wanted to create the
feeling of an old-fashioned general store with
a soda fountain in the 2,300-square-foot space
behind Publix. “Ave has such an Old World
feel and charm,” she says. “It needed a space
that embodied the same vibe as the town.”
She reviewed the inventory and sales
records and kept about 55 percent of what
the previous owner carried while introducing
many new products. Stationery and health
and beauty items had been selling well before.
Because of the pandemic, she emphasized
cleaning products and added masks, puzzles
and activity books for children.
The Spice Café offers wholesome, healthy
foods for breakfast, lunch and dinner, all for
curbside pickup, delivery or inside service.
“We are surrounded by agriculture,” Ms. Cuff
says, “so why should we eat processed food?”
The menu includes daily soups such as

Ave General Store
and The Spice Café
Where: 5052 Pope John Paul II Blvd.
(just outside the circle and behind
Publix)
Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. MondaySaturday
Info: 239-658-5237 or follow Ave
General Store on Facebook and/or
Instagram

MILA BRIDGER / AVE MARIA SUN

Jennifer Cuff, above, and friendly staff at Ave General Store and Spice Café, top right.

chili and Thai pumpkin, fresh-pressed juices,
sandwiches, pastries and cookies (gluten-free,
low-sugar and regular). Specials change daily,
with recent offerings including a free Dutch
pancake with choice of topping (marshmallows, Oreos, blueberries, strawberries, mango

or banana) with the purchase of every fresh
juice.
Ms. Cuff plans to provide pre-packaged
dinners, including keto-friendly, paleo-friendly, vegetarian and vegan offerings.
Her grandparents, parents, aunts and

uncles ran vegan cafes and barbecue joints,
where Ms. Cuff learned all about the restaurant industry. “I did every job from chopping
vegetables to cleaning pots and creating recipes,” she says. “I understand food.”
The café has seating for 35 as well as curbside pick-up, delivery throughout Ave Maria
and catering.
She’s happy to report positive response to
the changes.
“When you go into business, you never
know how it will go,” she allows. “But the
support from this community has been most
gratifying and the best shot in the arm.”
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NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

Del Webb – Taft Model

Del Webb – Serenity Villa

Hampton Village

Maple Ridge – Almanor Model

5792 Mayflower Way

$342,900

5769 Mayflower Way

$253,700

4968 Hemingway Terrace $341,900

MLS# 220038761

MLS# 220041558

MLS# 220035809

NEW

NEW

NEW

Del Webb – Spoonbill

Del Webb – Gray Myst Model

5702 Mayflower Way Unit 301

5780 Declaration Court

6173 Victory Drive

$407,900

Hampton Village – Sandpiper Model Maple Ridge Reserve – Keswick Model

$251,900

4966 Iron Horse Way

5344 Allen Place

$563,900

MLS# 220014394

Del Webb – Oakmont Model
5476 Italia Court

$304,700

MLS# 220042336

MLS# 220039158

Del Webb – Dunwoody Trail Model

5343 Ferrari Avenue

Del Webb – Gray Myst

$334,700

5821 Declaration Court

$271,900

Del Webb – Taft Model
5725 Mayflower Way

$267,800

MLS# 220017389

MLS# 220020402

MLS# 220022390

MLS# 220012137

PENDING

PENDING

SOLD

SOLD

Del Webb – Abbeyville Model

Del Webb – Surrey Crest Model

Del Webb – Serenity Villa

Maple Ridge – Danby Model

6345 Liberty Street
MLS# 220007376

$337,000

5865 Constitution Street $277,900
MLS# 219050508

5245 Juliet Court

$294,900

MLS# 220007061

5186 Roma Street

$411,000

MLS# 220004853
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@AveMariaFloridaHomes
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