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BY SANDRA YEYATI

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Buying a residence in Ave Maria just got a 
whole lot easier with the opening of nine new 
model homes: six condominiums by Lennar 
at The National Golf and Country Club, and 
three single-family homes by Pulte Homes 
situated in Avalon Park. 

There is no better way to choose the right 
home style and floor plan for a family than by 
actually walking into a professionally decorat-
ed setting and touring every nook and cranny. 
This is your opportunity to sit in the living 
room envisioning future cocktail parties, to 
run your fingertips across the kitchen counter 
where you’ll be making dinner, and to picture 
your kids studying in their bedrooms or your 
mother-in-law enjoying the view from the 
lanai. It is your chance to notice your reflec-
tion in the bathroom mirror and see yourself 
living there.

SEE MODELS, A22 

SEE KITCHEN LOUNGE, A8 SEE PRESCHOOL, A8 SEE OLMI MEDICAL, A8 

Introducing the 
newest models 

in Ave Maria

The Verandas are at The National Golf and 
Country Club by Lennar. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

The great room of the Mystique by Pulte Homes 
in Avalon Park.

Lennar, Pulte welcome 
visitors to tour latest designs

GOOD
C O M E  I N  T H R E E S
THINGS

T O  T O W N  C E N T E R

Escape to the 
new OASIS The 

Kitchen Lounge
BY MARIA RAKOCZY

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

A new upscale dining experience, 
OASIS The Kitchen Lounge, is welcom-
ing diners in the Town Center space 
formerly occupied by Teriyaki Mad-
ness. The restaurant is a project that 
brought together several members of 
the Ave Maria and Naples areas.

The idea for OASIS kickstarted when 
Phong Ho, the owner of Ave Maria’s 
Tropical Smoothie the former Teriyaki 
Madness reached out to local restau-

Coming soon: 
A preschool

for Ave Maria
BY SANDRA YEYATI

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

This summer, The Palm Pre-
school-Ave Maria will open in the Town 
Center, offering 2- through 4-year-olds 
a place to play, learn and socialize with 
other little ones their age. Staffed with 
two teachers per classroom and fully 
accredited by Florida’s Department 
of Children and Families, the center 
will closely resemble The Palm Pre-
school-Marquesa in Naples, which has 
been operating since 2019. 

Olmi supplies
what you need

for wellness
BY MARIA RAKOCZY

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Another retail option has opened 
its doors to the Ave Maria community. 
Olmi Medical Supply offers affordable, 
wholesale medical supplies from its 
location in La Piazza Shopping Center 
between Ave Nails and The Ave General 
Store. 

The owner of Olmi Medical Supply, 
Nicole Olmino has been a resident of 
Ave Maria for five years now. “I love the 
community,” she says.
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Drink up! Ave Maria’s water tastes great
BY MARIA RAKOCZY

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

For years Ave Maria Utility Company 
(AMUC) has been consistently serving the 
Ave Maria community with excellent drinking 
water. The company’s hard work was recognized 
in 2010 and 2014 when it was awarded Best 
Tasting Drinking Water by the Florida Section 
of the American Water Works Association– 
Region V. FSAWWA “advances public health, 
safety and welfare by uniting the efforts of the 
full spectrum of the entire water community.”

AMUC was crowned winner of the 2021 
contest in August, adding a third win to its 
resume and another testament to its outstand-
ing service. 

The Best Tasting Drinking Water contest is 
for utility companies from Collier, Hendry, and 
Lee counties and considers a variety of criteria, 
including aroma, taste, clarity, and color. 

AMUC Lead Operator Ray Carter, who 
pulled and delivered the water sample for the 
2021 contest, says about his team’s continued 
excellent work: “We pay close attention to our 
water quality and are very proud of our awards.”

Mr. Carter is proud that the entire process for 
drinking water treatment is done “right here in 
Ave Maria. We pump water from the Tamiami 
aquifer and process it through membrane treat-
ment and degasification. It’s all done on-site, 
from the ground to our customers’ taps.” 

AMUC serves nearly 7,000 people in the Ave 
Maria area as well as four Collier County public 
schools. Services include drinking water treat-
ment and distribution, wastewater treatment, 
and reclaim (reuse) for irrigation.

Plant Operations Manager Paul Cortez notes 
the facility is 100% reuse, meaning used water 
undergoes a multi-step treatment process 
before it is recirculated for irrigation use.

“Our Ave Maria residents are our main prior-
ity,” Mr. Cortez says.

Congratulations to Ave Maria Utility Compa-
ny on another win and many thanks to every-

one there for their hard work and dedication to 
the Ave Maria community. 

PHOTOS BY CHRIS TILLEY / AVE MARIA SUN

Above: Plant Operations Manager Paul 
Cortez at Ave Maria Utilities Company.

Right: The tall 
white structure is 
where gasses are 

stripped from the 
water being treat-
ed. The stairs lead 
to the blue pumps 

that are part of the 
transfer station.
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Kathleen Kirby
DECORATOR/OWNER

The Beauty You Desire, 
                               

   The Vision You Imagined! 
ALL WITH THE FUNCTIONALITY FOR THE L IFESTYLE YOU LIVE.

724.622.4934
info@designinspirationshades.com

www.di.style

• Shades, Blinds 
   & Shutters
• Valances & Cornices
• Draperies
• Bedding 
   & Accessories
• Room Decor
• Faux Iron Room Accents

    Kathleen has a 
tremendous knack for 
understanding exactly 
what you need and 

guiding you through the 
selection process. 

The final product is even 
better than what 

I hoped, staying with 
in my budget! 
~ Penny N.

Customized Window Treatments, 
Interior Design and Installation
Locally Owned in Ave Maria 

PERSONAL SERVICE AND 20 YEARS OF DESIGN EXPERIENCE.



Avalon Park
at Ave Maria from the $400s

At least one resident must be 55 years of age or better, a limited number of residents may be younger and no one under 19 years of age. Some residents may be younger than 55. Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. 
Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and depict models containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that 
may be available for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. ©2022 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 3-18-22

More space devoted  
to amenities than any  
other community in 
Southwest Florida.

6028 Victory Drive,
Ave Maria, Florida 34142

(239) 842-9643

delwebb.com/naples

We Believe You’ll Like It Here
No one understands the importance of community like Del Webb, America’s 

pioneer and leading builder of active adult communities. That’s why we can say 
we offer much more than a beautiful home; we offer a place to belong.

• 2 Clubhouses Totaling 
Over 30,000 Sq. Ft.

• Full-Time Lifestyle Director

• 18 Sports Courts:    

Pickleball, Tennis & Bocce

• Resort Pool & Spa

• Lap Pool

• Newly Refreshed    
18-Hole Championship    
Golf Course, Panther Run    
(memberships optional)

• The Rusty Putter Bar & Grill

• Indoor Golf Simulator

• Fitness Center & 
Movement Studio

• Card & Game Rooms

• Activity Rooms for    
Community Events

• Catering Kitchens

• Café & Community Library

™

An indoor haven and an outdoor oasis.  

A classroom and an office. A play room 

and a nap room. Everybody defines 

home a little differently – and we’re 

here to build a better home for you. 

With innovative, consumer-inspired 

home designs, opportunities for 

personalization, and versatile living 

spaces, Pulte homes offer the best in 

livability. That’s More Life Built In®.  

Pulte.com/AvalonPark

11 Home Designs
2-7 Bedrooms  |  2-6.5 Bathrooms
Up to 5,300 Sq. Ft.

*Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific home being offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may 
not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if 
void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2022 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 3-18-22

4364 Washington Pl.  |  Ave Maria, FL 34142  |  239-842-1657

3 New 
Professionally 

Decorated 
Models
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FUN AROUND THE TOWN
A big time at Blues, Brews & BBQ in the Town Center
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BUNDLED GOLF MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED WITH ALL HOMES!

Call 877-45-LENNAR today to schedule your VIP tour!

TERRACE, VERANDA, COACH, EXECUTIVE 
AND ESTATE HOMES FROM THE $200s

THE CHAMPIONSHIP 
GOLF COURSE IS

COMING SOON

TENNIS CENTER/PRO SHOP 

HAR-TRU TENNIS COURTS

PICKLEBALL • BOCCE BALL

 RESORT-STYLE POOL & SPA • CHICKEE BAR 

THE CLUBHOUSE 

Grille Room | Formal Dining Room
SPORTS CLUB

Fitness Center | Nail and Beauty Salon | Yoga /Aerobics 
Room | Spa/Massage Rooms | Men’s and Ladies Saunas

Call today for tee times 239-867-9090!

18-HOLE GOLF COURSE • PRO SHOP

GOLF PRACTICE AREAS

Putting Green | Chipping Area | Driving Range

NOW OPEN

�eNationalVIP.com

COACH MODELS

COMING SOON

3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garage | 1,741 Sq. Ft. A/C

ARROWHEAD #101

LAURA YOUMANS - SWFL DESIGNS
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garage | 2,110 Sq. Ft. A/C

BAY CREEK #201

JANET GRAHAM - BEARS

COACH HOMES  |  6008 ELLERSTON WAY

Welcome Home Center Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm |  Sunday 10am-6pm

Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything’s Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist’s renderings and may contain options that are not standard on all models or 
not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated; actual sq. ft./acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar does not guarantee the availability of homes within the price ranges above. Price 
subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial photos are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist’s rendition.  They are solely for illustrative purposes, should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2022 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WCI logo, Everything’s Included and 
the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 03/22.

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.

877-45-LENNAR  |  LennarSWFL.com877 45 LENNAR | LennarSWFL com
6098 Artisan Court  |  Ave Maria, FL 34142
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Meet a Townmaker:
Peninsula Engineering President John English 

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Growing up in Fort Myers, John English 
enjoyed math and science, participating on the 
math team at Riverdale High School but also 
finding time to play football and tennis.

College was an easy choice.
“A large number of my 
family members, includ-
ing my father, went to 
the University of Flor-
ida,” he says. “And if 
you know any Florida 
Gators, they tend to 
brainwash their child. I 
was bleeding orange and 
blue from a young age.”

He graduated with 
a bachelor of science 

degree in engineering in 
1995, which he says was perfect timing for his 
field.

“Southwest Florida was coming out of a 
recessionary period, so land development was 
on the rise. It was right at the beginning of the 
real estate boom that lasted from 1995 to 2006.”

Mr. English spent 16 years with the engi-
neering firm WilsonMiller, working on proj-
ects such as Pelican Marsh and Grey Oaks. 
“It was a great company with great clients,” 
he says.

One of those clients happened to be Barron 
Collier Companies, and one of the projects was 
the beginning stages of Ave Maria around 2003.

“It was exhilarating,” Mr. English recalls. “It 
was a big thing to build a town in the middle 
of a tomato farm. It was a challenge, but I was 
very excited to take it on.”

He notes that, unlike developing in existing 

areas that have roads for access and utilities 
to connect to, the engineers had to figure out 
everything from irrigation to sewers.

One of the earliest challenges, he says, was 
figuring out “how do you make a plan for 
5,000 acres?” 

The answer, he adds, was drawing “lots and 
lots of concepts.”

As part of a large group, Mr. English helped 
with the planning, design, permitting, and 
construction of Ave Maria.

One team was designing the university, 
another focused on the Town Center, and Pulte 
started thinking about the residential areas.

There was a lot of permitting, zoning, and 
infrastructure required. 

But all the hard work paid off. 
“I’m proud that the town was successfully 

built and works,” he says.
He was hired by Peninsula Engineering, 

a subsidiary of Barron Collier Companies, 
10 years ago. He serves as president of engi-

neering and has been involved in additional 
projects such as housing developments and the 
new Founders Square coming to North Naples 
(see related story on page 21).

“Engineering is a great career and there’s a 
big need for it,” Mr. English says. “The popu-
lation is growing and that growing population 
needs places to live, places to shop, places to 
recreate, and roads and utilities to get there.”

He also says engineers take on a lot of 
responsibility. “We sign and seal all our designs, 
and that’s a little unique. We’re entrusted with 
the health, safety, and welfare of the public.”

Speaking of health, Mr. English is a runner 
who once completed the New York City Mar-
athon. 

“I finished but didn’t set any records,” he 
laughs. “It was a lot harder than I thought it 
would be.”

He enjoys spending time with his family, 
watching any Florida Gator game and cheering 
on the Pittsburgh Steelers.

As Ave Maria continues to grow, Mr. 
English recalls all the site consultants who 
were involved.

“A lot of good people have worked on the 
town,” he says.

p

ENGLISH

“It was a big thing 
to build a town in 
the middle of a 

tomato farm. It was 
a challenge, but 
I was very excited 

to take it on.” 

COURTESY PHOTO

John English helped with the planning, design, permitting, and construction of Ave Maria.

Enjoy 
the Ride!

New ICON EV & Preowned Cart Sales, “At Your 
Door” Mobile Repair Service, Batteries, Tires, 

Chargers, Customization, and Accessories.

TEST DRIVE 
AN ICON 
TODAY

www.holeinonegolfcarts.com

239-598-3130
           1301 Rail Head Blvd. #8, Naples FL





ranteur Michael Jaenvega, the 
owner of Martin Fierro Argen-
tinean Steakhouse in Naples 
and the Martin Fierro With a 
Twist food truck. 

Ave Maria locals will rec-
ognize the food truck as a fre-
quent vendor at festivals and 
events, and a regular visitor at 
businesses around the town. 
OASIS The Kitchen Lounge 
now brings South American 
flair to a brick-and-mortar 
location in the heart of the 
Town Center. 

Mr. Jaenvega is the master-
mind behind OASIS’ diverse 
menu that includes South 
American flavors and dishes 
while incorporating a variety 
of options, including pasta, 
poke bowls, sandwiches, flatbreads, and filet 
and ribeye steaks. A full cocktail menu is also 
available.

Mr. Ho describes the restaurant as “a fun, 
vibrant, upscale concept with a mix of food.” 
He adds, “OASIS is called a kitchen because 
the eclectic menu will be constantly evolving 
with new choices and limited specials.”

For the decoration and atmosphere of 
OASIS, the two men looked to interior design-
er Jorge Arroyo. Arroyo is another member of 
the Ave Maria community who, along with 
his wife, Reina del Mar Torres, owns Hoja De 
Menta boutique. 

Mr. Arroyo and Ms. Torres took inspi-
ration from the restaurant’s name to make 
OASIS “a place where people can escape and 
have a good time and enjoy the ambience.” 
Various aspects of nature — the desert, rivers, 
the woods — are incorporated throughout 
the restaurant and bar area.

“It’s a concept that’s so beautiful and artis-

tic that people will be awed when they walk 
in,” Mr. Ho says about the innovative interior 
design. The 2,500-square-foot restaurant seats 
approximately 95 patrons inside and has out-
door patio seating for up to 60 patrons.

Menu prices at OASIS are in the moderate 
to upper range, with steaks at $33. 

OASIS The Kitchen Lounge is next to 
Tropical Smoothie and can be followed on 
social media on Instagram. A corresponding 
website is in progress. 

g

The schools are a labor of love for owner 
Lanie Bonaquist Hill, who has a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology with a focus in youth 
and family from the University of Florida, 
as well as 12 years 
of experience in 
child-related fields. 

“I have never had a 
job that didn’t include 
caring for children,” 
she says. “After grad-
uating, I moved back 
to my hometown of 
Naples and worked 
as a preschool teach-
er, and I realized how 
much I loved that setting. I created a business 
plan, got a loan from the bank, and opened 
The Palm Preschool-Marquesa. It has been 
such a rewarding and fulfilling experience.”

Parents have flocked to the Naples school 
since its opening. “I think we’ve created a great 
school, and our enrollment reflects that,” Mrs. 
Hill says. “I knew we wanted to expand, and Ave 
Maria was in need of a child care facility, so we 
decided to take that on.”

Playing an integral role in the success of The 
Palm is Executive Director Natasha Norgart, 
who has an extensive child care background, as 
well as passion for the work she has done since 
she was 16.

“I took all the child care classes that were 
offered in high school,” Mrs. Norgart says. She 
earned an associate’s degree in child care from 
Santa Fe College in Gainesville. In Naples, 
she taught at the Temple Shalom preschool 

before helping Mrs. Hill open The Palm Pre-
school-Marquesa.

As in the Naples location, The Palm Pre-
school-Ave Maria will follow the Teaching Strat-
egies Creative Curriculum, which employs a 
learning-through-play education model. 

“The idea is to make it fun and exciting, 
so they’re learning through play,” Mrs. Nor-
gart says. “For example, if the 3-year-olds are 
focusing on name writing, we teach them how 
to trace their names in kinetic sand or shaving 
cream.”

Children rotate to a new activity in a different 
area of the classroom every 15 minutes. 

Having two teachers per classroom allows 

for this dynamic use of the space and plenty 
of one-on-one time with the kids. Lessons 
range from sensory activities with Play-Doh 
and magnetic building blocks that encourage 
kids to use their imagination to fun activities 
that introduce mathematics and literacy. Taking 
cues from the children’s actions and responses, 
instructors will explore teachable moments 
while always keeping it light and fun. Every week 
there is a theme, which might involve holidays 
like Valentine’s Day or St. Patrick’s Day, where 
they consider the meaning of love or good luck, 
or broader topics like weather, exploring the 
different types of cloud formations, for example.  

Mrs. Hill believes preschool is not just for 

dual-working parents who need a nice place to 
take their children while they’re at their jobs.

“We strive for our schools to be a fun and 
educational environment for every child,” 
she says. “Our job is to facilitate social and 
emotional development. We are monitored 
by the state and use a highly regarded cur-
riculum, so parents can be confident that 
their children are hitting all their age-ap-
propriate milestones and then some. We 
pride ourselves on having the best staff who 
truly cares about the well-being of every one 
of our students.”

Celebrating an undersea theme, the interi-
or walls of the school will be painted different 
shades of teal, and the teachers will customize 
the decor in their respective classrooms. Each 
grade level will be assigned its own mar-
itime mascot, such as dolphins, sea turtles, 
and jellyfish. “We’ve gotten great feedback 
at our current location on how bright and 
welcoming each classroom is” Mrs. Norgart 
says. 

The Palm requires all of its teachers to 
have 45 hours of training through the DCF 
and to be credentialed for their positions. They 
are all background-checked and finger-printed 
through the state of Florida.

At 5068 Annunciation Circle, Suite 109, 
The Palm Preschool-Ave Maria will be open 
from  7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekdays. Fees range 
from $220 to $275 per week, depending on 
the age group. Morning and afternoon snacks 
are included, and a catered lunch will be avail-
able for an added cost.

Although student enrollment has not yet 
begun, Mrs. Hill invites Ave Maria parents to 
visit www.palmpreschool.com and fill out the 
inquiry form on the Contact Us page, noting  
interest in the Ave Maria location. Mrs. Nor-
gart will follow up with these parents and get 
them on a waiting list. 
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OLMI 
MEDICAL
From page 1

PRESCHOOL
From page 1

A self-described entrepreneur, Ms. 
Olmino is approaching seven years as 
owner of four laser hair removal salons 
in the Naples area. After her experiences 
obtaining supplies for her businesses, she 
wanted to make it easier for others as well 
by cutting out the middle man. Olmi Med-
ical Supply serves as a more convenient 
way for Ave Maria residents to purchase 
the medical supplies they need from a 
wholesale seller at the same, or lower, prices 
found at larger stores or online. 

Olmi sells a variety of merchandise cen-
tered around wellness. The selection of 
goods caters to private individuals and 
medical professionals alike, and a wide 
array of products are available for custom-
ers of all ages and needs. 

Customers can find well-stocked shelves 
of small home medical supplies like ther-
mometers, vitamins, and bandages along 

with wellness products like essential oils, 
facial masks, and yoga equipment. The 
store carries apparel for medical profes-
sionals, including scrubs and Crocs shoes. 
Customers can also purchase small toys for 
children, neck pillows, robes, and materni-
ty supplies. 

In addition to small home medical sup-
plies, Olmi offers larger home medical 
equipment such as shower benches and 
massage chairs. Customers in short-term 
need of scooters, wheelchairs, walkers, and 
crutches can make use of the store’s rental 
service. There is a buy-back program for 
rollator walkers and wheelchairs.  

g

KITCHEN 
LOUNGE
From page 1

OASIS The Kitchen 
Lounge
» Where: 5072 Annunciation Circle

» Hours: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon-
day-Thursday; 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sunday

» Info: 239-658-5938

Olmi Medical Supply
» Where: 5052 Pope John Paul II 

Blvd., Suite 108

» Hours: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday.

» Info: 866-970-2965, 
www.olmimedical.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Jorge Arroyo, who with his wife owns Hoja De Menta boutique 
in Town Center, designed the OASIS interior.

COURTESY PHOTO

The shelves at Olmi Medical Supply are well-stocked with various home medical necessities. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Brittani Gore teaches her classroom of 4-year-olds at The Palm Preschool-Marquesa in Naples. She 
uses the Teaching Strategies Creative Curriculum that will also be used at the Ave Maria preschool.

HILL
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Plans underway for new Ave Maria Elementary School 
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Children in Ave Maria will have a new place 
to learn for the 2025-2026 school year. Ave 
Maria Elementary School will serve the grow-
ing population in town.

“With sales really accelerating the past sever-
al years at Ave Maria and a lot of families mov-
ing in, it was the right time to get this started,” 
says Nick Casalanguida, senior vice president 
of development at Barron Collier Companies, 
the developers of Ave Maria.

The new K-5 school for 500 students will 
be on Anthem Parkway just east of Ave Maria 
Boulevard, north of the water park and east of 
North Park. Mr. Casalanguida says there is also 
room on the property for an eventual middle 
school as well.

Ave Maria Development gave the land to the 
school district, which will manage the educa-
tional facility.

According to Mr. Casalanguida, the project 
will cost $1.5 million to $2 million in design 
and civil engineering fees and $22 million to 
$24 million in construction hard costs. It is 
being funded by impact fees, though Ave Maria 
Development will finance $15 million to $20 
million for the project and get repaid through 
the fees during the next four to six years.

Barron Collier Companies met with staff at 
Collier County Public Schools last year to start 
the process. RG Architects out of Fort Myers 
has been hired to design the new school. The 
firm has worked with the School District of 
Lee County, Community School of Naples, 
and Lorenzo Walker Technical College, among 
other educational institutions.

Mr. Casalanguida says the building will have 
reinforced walls, protective features, and mon-
itoring at entrances and exits. There will also 
be other advancements in modern teaching 
elements such as active whiteboards where   

students can directly participate. The school 
will be approximately 65,000-75,000 square 
feet, have two stories in some parts, and fea-
ture energy-efficient components. Portions of 
the building will be hardened, and the entire 
facility will be able to be used as an emergency 
shelter. Additionally, the site will have backup 
generator capability.

For safety reasons, amenities such as sports 
fields will not be open to the public, but Mr. 
Casalanguida notes that Ave Maria has many 
parks and recreational spaces for residents.

Peninsula Engineering, a subsidiary of Bar-
ron Collier Companies, is also part of the 
project. 

The winning contractor, out of eight that 

submitted bids, 
is Tampa-based 
Charles Perry Part-
ners, whose clients 
include University of 
Florida, University of Central Florida, Virginia 
Tech, Stetson University, and many other col-
leges, universities, and school districts.

Mr. Casalanguida says Barron Collier Com-
panies and school district representatives are 
holding biweekly production meetings. He 
expects the design process to continue through 
this year and horizontal construction to begin 
in late 2022 or the first quarter of 2023, with 
that phase lasting eight to 10 months. Vertical 
construction is expected to begin in the fall of 

2024. The actu-
al timing will depend 
on final design features, con-
struction costs, and the funding plan. Current 
forecasts are for opening in the fall of 2025.  

“The community is excited, and we’re 
happy to do this,” he says. “The collaboration 
with the school district has been wonderful. 
Kudos to Superintendent Dr. Kamela Patton 
and her team. They’ve been a pleasure to 
work with.”

COURTESY IMAGES

Above: A rendering of the new K-5 school to be built on Anthem Parkway 
just east of Ave Maria Boulevard. The school should hold 500 students.

Right: In addition to the K-5 campus, in red, there is room on the prop-
erty for an eventual middle school, according to Nick Casalanguida, 
senior vice president of development at Barron Collier Companies.

Central Florida, Virginia 
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EVENTS AROUND AVE MARIA 
Dates and details are subject to change. 

Visit www.avemaria.com and the www.ave-
mariamasterassociation.com calendar before 
venturing out, and follow Town Center busi-
nesses on social media for updates and special 
promotions.

■ OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC
Veterans Cup Sixth Annual
Golfers’ Challenge

Two-person scramble teams compete for the 
champion’s trophy and other prizes at the Pan-
ther Run Golf Club starting at 8:30 a.m. Satur-
day, April. 9. Form your own team or let the golf 
shop pair you up with another player. The $250 
per-team fee includes golf, on-course beverages 
and lunch, as well as participation in a raffle. 
Registration forms are available in the Panther 
Run Golf Shop. For more information, call 239-
304-2835.

The Ave Maria Symphony
Guest pianist Jonathan Weir joins the Ave 

Maria Symphony for “An Evening of Jazz Music” 
featuring songs by George Gershwin and Leon-
ard Bernstein starting at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 1, 
in the ballroom at Ave Maria University. The 
orchestra will also perform “The Great Gate of 
Kyvi” to honor Ukraine. Admission is $25 at the 
door and includes a wine and cheese reception. 
Bring an instrument for donation to the AMU 
band and enjoy free admission. A silent auction 
will also be held. For more information, email 
shelby.ledbetter@avemaria.edu

First Friday at the
Park of Commerce

This free, Kentucky Derby-themed event 
from 5-7 p.m. Friday, May 6, at Oil Well Craft 
Beer features live music by Paul Alodi, a contest 
for the best decorated hat, and numerous out-
door activities.

RECURRING EVENTS
Farmers Market 
in the Town Center

Through April, Saturdays are Town Center 
Farmers Market days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Vendors sell produce, plants, arts and crafts, 
clothes, honey, soaps, fresh baked goods, and 
more. Admission is free. For more information 
or to become a vendor, call Dennis Strausbaugh 
with SW Florida Markets, LLC, at 239-293-6266. 

Live Music in the Town Center
Every Tuesday and Saturday through April, 

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., live musical performanc-
es entertain passersby at various Town Center 
locations. Admission is free.

Ave Maria Parish Tour
Every Tuesday from 1-3 p.m. through April, the 

Ave Maria Catholic Church offers free, 30-min-
ute guided tours of the parish, featuring architec-
tural and historical details about the building. For 
more information, call 239-261-5555.

Sightseeing Trolley Tours
Every Tuesday through April, Ave Maria 

Development conducts free, 1-hour guided trol-
ley tours of the town from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Meet 
at the Welcome Center in the Town Center.

MERCHANT EVENTS
Blue at Ave Maria, a Goodwill 
Industries boutique

To honor its 2021 Breakthrough Award win-
ners, Goodwill Industries of Southwest Flor-
ida invites Ave Maria residents to the Going 
for Gold Ceremony from 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
Thursday, April 7, at the Sidney & Berne Davis 
Art Center in downtown Fort Myers. Tickets, 
including breakfast, are $65 per person or $500 
for a table of eight. To register, visit tinyurl.com/
breakthroughtix. For more information, call 
Rachel at 239-710-1796 or rachelstanborough@
goodwillswfl.org.

Ave Maria residents are invited to partici-
pate in the 11th annual Goodwill Classic Golf 
Tournament teeing off Thursday morning, 
May 5, at the Verandah Country Club east of 
Fort Myers. Entrance fees of $150 per person or 
$500 per foursome include 18 holes, cart, and 
lunch. Register online at www.goodwillswfl.org/
golfclassic2022. For more information, contact 
Rachel or Ashley at 239-995-2106, ext. 2256. 

On National Sunglass Day, Monday, June 27, 
shoppers are invited to post a photo of them-
selves wearing sunglasses at www.facebook.com/
goodwillswfl. The person with the most “likes” 
at the end of the day will receive a free pair of 
sunglasses. 

Hoja De Menta
The boutique in Town Center hosts a Healthy 

Brunch with Style from 1:30-3 p.m. Saturday, 
April 9. The shop also celebrates its first anni-
versary from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, May 7, 
with an afterparty starting at 7 p.m. at OASIS 
The Kitchen Lounge.

Meltz Ice Cream Shop
Every Wednesday, Ave Maria University stu-

dents and staff receive 20% off their purchase. 

AVE MARIA
UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS

Wednesday, April 6
Lacrosse vs. Webber, 6 p.m. 

Thursday, April 7
Men’s tennis vs. Eckerd, 3 p.m.
Women’s tennis vs. Eckerd, 3 p.m. 

Saturday, April 9
Lacrosse vs. Life (Ga.), 12 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 12
Baseball vs. Fort Lauderdale, 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Women’s Tennis vs. Fla. National, 1 p.m.
Men’s Tennis vs. Fla. National, 1 p.m.
Lacrosse vs. Keiser, 6 p.m. 

Friday, April 22
Baseball vs. USCB, noon and 3 p.m.
Softball vs. Webber, 2 p.m. 

Saturday, April 23
Ave Maria Athletics golf outing, 9 a.m.
Baseball vs. USCB, 12 p.m. 
Softball vs. Webber, noon and 2 pm. 

Friday, April 29
Softball vs. Warner, 1 p.m.

Friday, April 29
Softball vs. Warner, 3 p.m. 

Saturday, April 30
Softball vs. Warner, 4 p.m.

Schedule is subject to change, check 
 www.avemariagyrenes.com for updates.

■ AVE MARIA 
RESIDENTS ONLY
National Walking Day Beer Mile

To celebrate New Beer’s Eve and National 
Walking Day, the Ave Maria Master Associ-
ation partners with Oil Well Craft Beer for 
this active and fun gathering at the Park of 
Commerce starting at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 6. Walk the designated mile and receive 
a special cup and discount on the featured new 
beer during the event.

Spring Festival 
Celebrate spring Ave-Maria style from 10:30 

a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 9, in South Park, 
featuring the Annual Easter Egg Dash and 
Bunny Hop. A bunny parade kicks off the 
day, followed by egg hunt races for several age 
categories and an obstacle course for older 
kids. Vendors and information booths will 
entertain and educate with slime, science, and 
animal exhibits, as well as food and icy cones. 
Kids 3 and under will have their own egg stroll 
corner. Admission is $5 per child and free for 
parents and kids aged 2 and under.

Living with Wildlife Presentation 
on Black Bears

Biologists from the Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission will educate com-
munity members about black bears, including 

their habitats and behaviors, from 6-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 13, in the Ave Maria Master 
Association meeting room. For more informa-
tion, call 239-867-4322 or register online via the 
website calendar at www.avemariamasterassoci-
ation.com.

Embrace Life Series 
Dentist Patrick O’Flaherty, the medical direc-

tor of Alliance for Smiles, will talk about the 
nonprofit’s mission trips around the globe that 
bring medical teams to help children with cleft 
lip and palate anomalies regain their beautiful 
smiles. This free, inspiring presentation begins at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 26, in the Ave Maria Master 
Association meeting room.

OnSpot Mobile Dermatology 
This mobile dermatological practice will be 

in the community serving Ave Maria residents 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, April 29, in the 
parking lot at the corner of Avila Avenue and 
Roma Street. To schedule an appointment, call 
941-444-0011 or visit www.onspotdermatology.
com/avemaria. 

OneBlood Blood Drive 
The Big Red Bus will be in the parking lot 

at the corner of Avila Avenue and Roma Street 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday, May 10. To make 
an appointment to donate, visit tinyurl.com/
AveBloodDrive. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Water Safety Day 
In recognition of International Water Safety 

Day, a program about drowning awareness tips 
and water safety education will be presented 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, May 14, at 
the Ave Maria Water Park. The event will also 
include fun games and activities. 

Memorial Day Ceremony 
and Picnic 

Commemorating the brave men and women 
of the U.S. armed forces, this event in South Park 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday, May 30, includes 
a mini-parade, a ceremony in the amphitheater 
featuring a guest speaker, tributes to fallen loved 
ones, and a moment of silence. Afterward, res-
idents will be treated to a free hot dog lunch 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus of Ave 
Maria, live music, picnic games, and a tower of 
water for kids to enjoy.

Splash into Summer
Celebrate the beginning of summer at the 

Ave Maria Water Park from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, June 4, with music and fun-in-the-sun 
games and activities for all ages.

SPORTS AND FITNESS 
(RESIDENTS ONLY)

Join the friendly coed softball competition 
from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, April 24, in South Park as 
residents play coed softball. All other Sundays, 
the group meets — same time, same place — for 
practice games.

The Ave Maria Water Park offers water 
aerobics at 9 a.m. Monday-Saturday. Cost for 
non-members is $5 per session or $65 for 20 
sessions.

The Ave Maria Master Association Fitness 
Center is host to two classes: Zumba Fitness at 
6 p.m. Tuesdays and GLAAM Fitness at 5 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. For more information, 
email Vanezumba@gmail.com or Rachelle@
Realinlifewellness.com.

Residents meet in North Park at 6 p.m. every 
Wednesday and Sunday for a healthy game of 
pick-up soccer. 



CALL TODAY! 239-430-3668
EASILY SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT ONLINE AT 

www.NaplesPodiatrist.com

BOARD CERTIFIED IN RECONSTRUCTIVE ANKLE SURGERY.  BOARD CERTIFIED IN FOOT SURGERY.

FOOT PAIN? 
We can get you back on track!

AVE MARIA, WE KEEP YOU MOVING FORWARD

Same Day Appointments Available!

“Dr. Jake Powers and his staff made my 
visit an absolute pleasure. Dr. Powers did a 
wonderful job explaining problem/procedure/
expected outcomes. I highly recommend this 
group for all of your podiatry needs!” 

– Lindsey M. 

“I have some pain in my feet, and I asked 
my Primary Care Physician who he would 
recommend that I see, and he referred me 
to Dr Lam. I called and could have had an 
appointment the same day! Great experience!” 

– Dan W. 

“Dr. Pelucacci and the entire staff were friendly, 
welcoming, and extremely professional. As a 
physician, I was impressed by the thoroughness 
of the exam and time spent including me in 
the decision making. What a great experience 
from check in to check out.” – Dr. William B. 

DR. JAKE R. 
POWERS, DPM

NORTH NAPLES
840 111 Avenue No�h, Ste #3

DR. KEVIN LAM, 
FACFAS, DABLES, DABPS

NAPLES
730 Goodle�e Road, Ste #102

DR. LAUREN
PELUCACCI, DPM

NAPLES
730 Goodle�e Road, Ste #102

Surgical Podiatrists Serving Southwest Florida Since 2005
Marco Island • Naples • Estero

Fort Myers • Cape Coral • Port Charlotte
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FUN AROUND THE TOWN
Margarita and Taco Festival Sunshine State Steak Cook-off

Ave Maria Arts & Crafts Festival

The Margarita 
& Taco Festival 
held true to form 
in mid-March, 
bringing live 
music, Lucha 
Libre wrestling, 
fun, games, clas-
sic cars, and, of 
course, Margari-
tas & Tacos (and 
burritos and ket-
tle corn and ice 
cream and more) 
to Town Center 
for all to enjoy. 

Town Center sizzled at the 12th annual Sunshine State Steak Cook-off in Jan-
uary. It’s billed as the biggest steak competition east of the Mississippi, and a 
portion of the 2022 proceeds went to Ave Maria’s own Donahue Academy. 

Buyers and browsers alike found lots to look at when the Ave Maria Arts 
& Crafts Festival filled Town Center with artwork of all kinds, from jew-
elry and sculptures to photographs and clothing. 
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LOW DOWN PAYMENTS - 
     LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS. 

711 West Main Street, Immokalee, FL 34112
Phone: (239) 657-3614  |  Email: karen@bhins.com  |  www.bhins.com  |  Se Habla Español

WE MAKE SURE YOU’RE ALWAYS WITH THE BEST COMPANY!
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Avalon Park at Ave Maria
4364 Washington Place, Ave Maria, FL 34142

239-842-1657

Mystique
• Starting from the mid $400,000s

• 1,889+ square feet

• Two to five bedrooms

• Two to three bathrooms

• Two-car garage

About the community

It’s easy to stay active and have family fun at 

Avalon Park. Located within walking or biking 

distance to downtown Ave Maria, Avalon 

Park attracts families looking for exceptional 

schools, close proximity to neighborhood 

parks, and plenty of living space. Avalon Park 

offers spacious homesites, unique architectural 

exteriors, and 11 consumer-inspired one- and 

two-story single-family homes that combine 

Pulte Homes’ signature quality construction and 

personalized design opportunities. With home 

designs including up to seven bedrooms and 

6½ bathrooms in 5,000-plus square feet of living 

space, you are sure to find your dream new 

home to fit your family’s needs now and in the 

future.

As one of the nation’s largest and most 

respected homebuilders with more than 70 

years of homebuilding experience, Pulte 

Homes takes pride in putting that experience 

to work for you. With insightful, consumer-

inspired home designs, Pulte houses offer the 

best in livability, with personalization options 

and versatile living spaces to make everyday 

moments easier and more enjoyable. With 

a clear focus on quality construction and a 

simplified buying experience, Pulte Homes will 

help you get into your dream home easily. 

That’s More Life Built In®, and that’s exactly 

what you’ll find at Avalon Park.  

From the $400,000s-$700,000s
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About the community

Stardom
• Starting from the $500,000s

• 2,269+ square feet

• Two to three bedrooms

• 2½ to 3½ bathrooms

• Two- or three-car garage

No one understands the importance of 

community like Del Webb. Del Webb 

communities are an extension of the 

homeowners who live there – a collection 

of passions and activities you love to enjoy 

with others. When you choose to build in a 

Del Webb 55+ active adult community, you 

get the benefit of more than six decades 

of homebuilding experience. With homes 

designed for how you live, including the 

features that matter most to you, all backed by 

a warranty you can rely on, you’ll feel secure 

now and into the future. Our streamlined 

process makes it easy for you to build the 

home you’ve always wanted in the kind of 

vibrant community you’ve been looking for.

Del Webb Naples
6028 Victory Drive, Ave Maria, FL 34142

239-842-9643

From the $300,000s-$600,000s
Del Webb Naples brings premier resort-style 

amenities and a lifestyle nothing short of 

extraordinary to Ave Maria. Here, daily possibilities 

for new adventures await. Where every day is 

different – and entirely up to you. From a dip in 

the pool to a friendly game of pickleball, in Del 

Webb Naples you’ll find countless opportunities 

to grow, thrive, and enjoy those new passions 

you’ve been waiting to explore. Del Webb Naples 

provides amenities, programs, and support 

needed for health and wellness, conveniently 

located right where you live. No matter how full 

or fulfilling you want your days to be, you’ll find a 

way to energize your mind, body, and spirit the 

way you’ve always wanted to. Enjoy golf, bocce 

ball, bicycling, dance instruction, art, endless 

ways to socialize, and opportunities to give back 

to the community that surrounds you. No matter 

one’s stage in life, in Del Webb Naples you’ll 

never cease to be amazed at how rich your 

days can be. We believe you’ll like it here.
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About the community
Maple Ridge at Ave Maria is a thoughtfully 

designed community with a myriad of home 

designs, all of which combine beautiful curb 

appeal with impressive interior layouts built for 

modern lifestyles. CC Homes is the builder behind 

this community and they are among the many 

reasons Ave Maria has become such a rapidly 

growing neighborhood attracting new residents 

from the Gulf Coast, Southeast Florida and 

beyond. With more than 75 years of combined 

experience in South Florida real estate, Mr. 

Armando Codina and Mr. Jim Carr along with 

Mr. Andres Miyares have set a new standard 

for quality new construction homes in desirable 

communities, with a wide range of pricing from 

entry-level to prestigious exclusivity. CC Homes 

communities throughout Florida have been 

recognized for their incredible market appeal, 

outstanding quality, and resident satisfaction time 

and time again, having built thousands of homes 

and residences. Homes built by CC Homes are 

designed to improve people’s lives. Modern 

features, smart floor plans, and upscale amenities 

combine for the ultimate Florida lifestyle.

Homeowners at Maple Ridge are pampered with 

high-end designer features included in the base 

price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods include a 

brand-new clubhouse for residents with resort-style 

pool and cabanas, fitness center, billiard room, 

exercise park, concierge, coffee bar, exhibition 

kitchen, and kids’ room.

Starting from the low $400,000s
CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five  

new home builders in South Florida and 

Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-

family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge 

neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered 

with high-end designer features included in 

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods 

include a brand-new clubhouse for residents 

with resort-style pool and cabanas, fitness 

center, billiard room, exercise park, concierge, 

coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and kids’ room.

Maple Ridge
5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Maria, FL 34142
833-729-1783 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com

Harbour
• 3,522 a/c square feet

• Four to six bedrooms

• 3½ to 5½ bathrooms

• Ground floor
 owners suite

• Two- or three-car
 garage

Firs t Floor

Second Floor

New contemporary homes available now
at Maple Ridge. Tour new models today.
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About the community
As part of the highly sought after new home 

community, Maple Ridge at Ave Maria- 

Silverwood offers exciting residential choices to 

buyers. Silverwood provides homeowners the 

perfect home at a great value. All of these 

single-family homes are beautifully designed 

with Mediterranean-inspired architecture and 

an inviting array of designer features included 

as well as some custom options available. Both 

Silverwood and Maple Ridge have a superb 

location within Ave Maria, so residents benefit from 

a great school district and sense of community. 

Floor plan spotlight: The Huntington is a new 

construction, one-story home with three 

bedrooms, two baths, great room, eat-in 

kitchen, storage, master suite with walk-

in closet and attached garage. Premium 

features included that are standard include 

designer brand faucets and fixtures, and tile 

flooring. Gourmet kitchens have stainless steel 

appliances, European-style wood cabinetry and 

quartz countertops. A spa-like master bathroom 

features double sinks with quartz vanity tops and  

a spacious shower.

Stay tuned for new phase release announcement.
CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five  

new home builders in South Florida and 

Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-

family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge 

neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered 

with high-end designer features included in 

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods 

include a brand-new clubhouse for residents 

with resort-style pool and cabanas, fitness 

center, billiard room, exercise park, concierge, 

coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and kids’ room.

Maple Ridge
5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Maria, FL 34142
833-729-1783 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com

Huntington
Model home is now 
open for viewing.

• 1,630 a/c square feet

• Three bedrooms

• Two bathrooms

• His and hers walk-in
closets in master 
bedroom

• One-car garage
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About the community
Lennar is excited to bring its popular 

Everything’s Included® homes and 

resort lifestyle amenities to the charm, 

convenience, and values of Ave Maria. The 

National Golf & Country Club will offer a 

fresh coastal aesthetic throughout the home 

designs and on-site amenities including an 

18-hole Gordon Lewis-designed golf course, 

complimented by world-class amenities 

for the entire family to enjoy. A variety of 

floorplans will be offered in Terrace and 

Veranda condominiums, coach homes, and 

executive and estate single-family homes.

 The National Golf & Country Club will feature 

its own clubhouse with a pro shop, formal and 

casual dining, a resort-style pool and spa, 

fitness center with yoga/aerobics room, spa 

treatment rooms and beauty salon. Active 

residents can take advantage of Har-Tru tennis 

courts, pickle and bocce ball, a putting green, 

chipping area, and a driving range. This all-

encompassing amenity campus is designed to 

bring the community together, with spaces for 

friends new and old to gather.

Whether you are a seasonal resident or looking 

to lay down roots, The National Golf & Country 

Club has the ideal home for you.

Starting from the $200,000s
Lennar is one of America’s leading builders of 

quality homes since 1954, and is one of the 

biggest homebuilders in Southwest Florida. 

Experience unprecedented value through 

Lennar’s Everything’s Included®, simply including 

quality features and finishes that homeowners 

want and need, at no extra charge.

Simplify your home buying experience by 

including everything you need in a new home 

and community. And once you find your 

perfect home, our family of companies are 

there to assist you every step of the way with 

your mortgage, title and insurance needs for 

an enjoyable and hassle-free closing.

The National Golf & Country Club
6090 Artisan Court, Ave Maria, FL 34142

888-214-1476 | www.TheNational-AveMaria.com

Bromelia II
• Starting from the high $200,000s

• 1,355 square feet

• Two bedrooms plus den

• Two bathrooms



MUST BE AT LEAST 21 YEARS OLD TO PLAY SLOTS AND TABLE GAMES OR TO RECEIVE SEMINOLE WILD CARD BENEFITS. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW HAS A GAMBLING PROBLEM, PLEASE CALL 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

MOREINPARADISE.COM
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506 SOUTH 1ST STREET, IMMOKALEE, FL 34142
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JOCELYN 
MACKENZIE

ART MERCHANTS

FOOD TRUCKS

ATTRACTIONS

GRACIE AND 
RACHEL

SHAWAN &
THE WONTON

TYLER
BOONE

MEGAN JEAN & 
THE KFB

JOAN
OSBORNE

FASTBALL

SATURDAY, APRIL 9
GATES OPEN AT 10AM

FREE FREE
ADMISADMISSIONSION

PRESENTED BY

HOLD A 
GRUNGE

SPIN 
DOCTORSSOUL

ASYLUM
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Participant and spectator sports abound in Ave Maria
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Babcock Ranch Telegraph Correspondent

From athletes as young as age 4 to Ave Maria 
residents cheering from the sidelines, the town 
offers a wide range of sports to play and to 
watch this spring.

There are also many championships to cel-
ebrate.

Around Town
Ave Maria Little League held an Opening 

Day Celebration on March 5 at North Park. 
About 200 boys and girls ages 7-16 are partic-
ipating in the league. There is also tee-ball for 
children ages 4-6.

Kids 13 and older can take part in a quar-
terback camp on April 23 that is being led by 
Adrien Harris.   

On an ongoing basis, there is a pickeball 
club, bocce club, tennis, co-ed 55+ softball Sun-
day games, water aerobics and swim lessons, 
yoga group, dance class, disk golf, Active Aging 
Senior Series, Zumba kids, the Flat Tyres Club 
for cyclists, and much more. 

Donahue Academy
The song “We Are the Champions” could be 

a popular refrain at Donahue Academy.
The high school boys’ soccer team won their 

district. The 5th and 6th grade girls’ basketball 
team won their conference (and went 12-0 this 
year), as did the 5th and 6th grade boys’ basket-
ball team (which also went 12-0). The 7th and 
8th grade boys’ basketball team also won their 
conference.

Soccer coach Tyler Graham says it’s hard to 
express the team’s amazing achievement, not-
ing that in the school’s history there have only 
been three FHSAA district champion teams. 
Donahue Academy competes against schools 
that are three or four times larger, which he 
says makes the team’s district championship a 

“heroic” effort.
Jessica Copeland, coach of the 5th and 6th 

grade boys’ basketball team, says the boys 
worked hard, were joyful and charitable, 
brought energy and enthusiasm to every prac-
tice and game, cheered each other on, and 
represented Donahue Academy incredibly well. 

Thomas Carroll, director of marketing and 
development, says he hopes to see more sports 
fans beyond parents in the crowds. “It’s a great 
opportunity for people in Ave Maria to come 
cheer on the students from our school a lot of 
children in the community attend,” he says.

Ave Maria University
Will Hampton, associate director of athletics 

and head softball coach for Ave Maria University, 
says it has been exciting school year for student 
athletes and there’s more to come this spring.

The volleyball team won the Sun Conference 
Championship and qualified for the NAIA 
National Tournament. The team went 22-8 
overall during the season, and two players, 
Madelyn Haut and Lily Witkoski, were named 
first team all-region.

Both the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams earned bids to the Sun Conference Tour-

nament, with the men’s team making it to the 
championship game. The men’s team finished 
21-11 and the women went 16-12 with coach 
Alex Moorehead being named the Sun Confer-
ence Coach of the Year.

Football had a strong season and played 
for a conference championship. Mr. Hampton 
says a highlight of the season was the play of 
freshman wide receiver Joshua Jenkins, who 
was named an Honorable Mention All-Amer-
ican by the NAIA and the American Football 
Coaches Association.

Local residents helped motivate the team.
“We were very pleased by the support of 

the Ave Maria community, twice setting home 
game attendance records,” Mr. Hampton says.

Baseball got off to great start that included 
two no-hitters in the early games. Mr. Hamp-
ton notes that the tennis team is ranked nation-
ally and playing well, and that softball started 
the season with a victory over the No. 10 team 
in the nation.

“Our student athletes work extremely hard, 
and it’s that dedication to their sport that 
makes the difference,” Mr. Hampton says, add-
ing the focus on practice and diligence in the 
classroom is developing the kind of work ethic 
Athletic Director Joe Patterson expects.

He also says that when the athletes and teams 
do well and garner attention, potential future 
students see and are attracted to the university’s 
commitment to excellence. “Without question, 
athletics play a vital role in enrollment growth,” 
he says.

Mr. Hampton encourages residents to come 
out and cheer on the teams. “We have numer-
ous games for people in the community to 
enjoy,” he says. The AMU sports schedule — at 
www.avemariagyrenes.com and on page 10 of 
this edition of the Ave Maria Sun — lists games 
this spring for lacrosse, tennis, softball, baseball 
and beach volleyball. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Clockwise from top left: The Ave Maria University women’s volleyball team; Sun Conference 
Champions; AMU pitcher Kevin Figueredo; the Donahue Academy boys’ 5th and 6th grade 
basketball conference champs ;and AMU basketball’s Eric Kleckas and Daryl Lewis.
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New restaurants whet appetites for Founders Square
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

When residents in Ave Maria want 
to venture beyond all the fabulous 
restaurants in town, The Pointe at 
Founders Square is now open a short 
drive away in North Naples. It’s part 
of the 55-acre Founders Square being 
developed by Barron Collier Com-
panies (the developers of Ave Maria) 
and Metro Commercial Development 
on the southeast corner of Immokalee 
Road and Collier Boulevard.

The mixed-use site will have every-
thing from dining, shopping, and 
entertainment to healthcare, storage 
facilities, and residences.

“There’s a shortage of restaurant 
options and other uses in this area and 
we’re filing that need,” says Eric Mallo-
ry, executive vice president with Metro 
Commercial Development.

The first restaurants to open this 
winter were the 12th location of local 
breakfast and lunch chain Skillets and 
the first Southwest Florida location of national 
chain I Heart Mac and Cheese. Other dining 
options that plan to open this spring include 
Fuji Sushi, Outback Steakhouse, South Street 

City Oven & Grill, and Tacos & Tequila. Crisp 
& Green will follow later in the year. All the 
restaurants have outdoor dining available.

Two businesses — Collier Urgent Care 

and Physicians Regional Healthcare System 
— have also opened their doors. Salon Bellez-
za, Gulf Coast Orthodontics, and Luxury Nails 
& Spa are in the buildout phase but have yet to 

announce opening dates.
A three-story, 110,000-square-foot 

self-storage tower is open, and 400 
apartments are under construction, 
with some already occupied.

Also under development is The Plaza, 
an open-air center that will be anchored 
by a Sunshine Ace Hardware store and 
that will also have restaurants, retail-
ers, and other services. Mr. Mallory says 
negotiations are already taking place for 
50% of the 27,000-squarse-foot space 
and include three restaurants that do not 
yet have a presence in Southwest Florida 
as well as a major fitness operator.

Two of the seven outparcels are also 
under construction. Mr. Mallory says a 
7-11 is expected to open by August, and 
the second site will be a branch office of 
First Foundation Bank. 

Several restaurants are interested in 
the remaining outparcels, he says, not-
ing that “there’s a significant need for 
dining in this area.”

Mr. Mallory says he expects Founders 
Square to draw residents from a wide 

area, especially from south of the site as well as 
east, including Ave Maria.

“This is the direction of progress,” he says.

COURTESY PHOTO

Just a short drive from Ave Maria, The Pointe at Founders Square at the southeast corner of Immokalee Road and 
Collier Boulevard in North Naples will be home to a wide array of retail, entertainment and service businesses.

 S
AN

D
RA

 Y
EY

AT
I P

HO
TO

S

Skillets Crisp & Green Collier Urgent Care Physicians Regional Healthcare SystemI Heart Mac and Cheese



Lennar models 
at The National

At The National Golf and Country Club, 
the only gated community with resort-style 
amenities in Ave Maria, prospective buyers 
are invited to tour six Lennar condominiums 
in The Terraces and The Verandas. All of the 
models have lake or golf views, and purchase 
comes with bundled golf memberships.  

A big selling point for these homes is Len-
nar’s Everything Included package.

“From the 20-inch floor tile on the diag-
onal to the quartz countertops and Shak-
er-style cabinets, everything is upgraded,” says 
Scott Schilling, area sales manager for Lennar. 
“With other builders, those would be consid-
ered design upgrades. We include them all as 
standard features.” 

The Terraces are four-story buildings com-
prised of 30 single-story condominiums. 
Prices start in the mid-$200,000s. Three dis-
tinct floor plans are available: the Arbor, Birk-
dale, and Carolina. 

Appointed by City Furniture, the 
1,120-square-foot Arbor model has a split 
floor plan for privacy between a luxurious 
owner’s suite and the second bedroom/bath, 
as well as an open layout among the kitchen, 
dining room and living room and sliding 
glass doors that open to the lanai for outdoor 
activities. 

Featuring interiors by Janet Graham at 
Baer’s Furniture, the 1,154-square-foot Birk-
dale model situates the owner’s suite beside 
the spare bedroom/bath — a popular config-
uration for people with younger children. It, 
too, has an open design of the kitchen, dining 
room and living room, as well as a screened 
lanai. 

The Carolina, decorated by Gouse’s Fine 
Furniture and Design, is the largest con-
dominium in The Terraces collection, with 
1,301 square feet of living space that includes 
two bedrooms, two baths, and a den that can 
double as a bedroom. The foyer, kitchen, and 
dining room open to the main living room 
with access to a screened lanai. 

Also by Lennar at The National Golf and 
Country Club, The Verandas are two-story 
buildings with either 12 or 16 single-story 
condominiums. With prices starting in the 
low $300,000s, these models showcase three 
distinct floor plans: the Bromelia II, Diangelo 
II, and Arabella II. 

Furnished by Laura Youmans at SWFL 

Designs, the Bromelia II measures 1,355 
square feet and features a split design with 
the den separating the owner’s suite from the 
second bedroom and bath. It also includes an 
open layout of the kitchen, dining space, and 
living room with access to a screened lanai, as 
well as a one-car garage.

The Diangelo II model, decorated by 
Gouse’s Fine Furniture and Design, offers 
1,366 square feet of living space with two 
adjacent bedrooms, two baths, a den and 
open layout among the kitchen, dining room, 

and living room, as well as a screened lanai 
and one-car garage. 

The largest model in The Verandas is the 
Arabella II, at 1,569 square feet. Furnished 
by Janet Graham at Baer’s Furniture, it has 
two spacious bedrooms, two baths, a den, and 
one-car garage, as well as an open design of 
the kitchen and living/dining space, which 
leads to the screened lanai. 

To visit Lennar’s new models and learn 
more about The National, call 888-214-1476, 
visit www.TheNationalVIP.com or stop by 

Lennar’s Welcome Home Center at 6098 Arti-
san Court.

Pulte models 
in Avalon Park

Pulte Homes’ three newest models in Ava-
lon Park are the Roseland, Whitestone, and 
Mystique floor plans. Showcasing the one- 
and two-story single-family homes available 
in the new phase of 251 homesites, these 
recently completed models highlight the 
builder’s distinctive construction and design 
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MODELS
From page 1
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The two-story buildings are The Verandas, while the four-story buildings are The Terraces, all by Lennar at The National Golf and Country Club. Six furnished models are open.  

Left: The master suite in the Arbor model in The Terraces at The National Golf and Country Club was appointed by City Furniture.  Right: The Dian-
gelo II model in The Verandas, also at The National Golf and Country Club, was furnished by Gouses’s Fine Furniture and Design. 

The Mystique is one of three new models by Pulte Homes in Avalon Park.  The design is the builder’s single-story bestseller in the community.
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elements available across 11 flexible floor 
plans.  

A compelling asset of every Pulte home 
is personalization, as all floor plans can be 
customized to serve the specific needs of the 
homebuyer.

“Families are looking for flex rooms and 
open space, while empty-nesters and retirees 
prefer a single story with a big open kitch-
en for entertaining,” says Shirley Jerezano, 
general sales manager for the company’s 
Southwest Florida market. Depending on 
the features and configurations selected, 
Pulte homes range in size from just over 
1,600 square feet to more than 5,000 square 
feet of living space. 

The Roseland “modern slate” theme 
exudes sophistication, with gray-washed 
woods, accents of brushed gold, and pops 
of slate blues. The two-story foyer ensures 
a memorable first impression with custom 
trim work on the walls. The Roseland can 
be configured to have up to six bedrooms 
and six bathrooms, with the owner’s suite 
upstairs or downstairs, and an option for a 
first-floor, multi-generation living suite.

The Whitestone model’s “white ice” 
theme showcases a modern vibe with clean 
lines, polished chrome accents, and layers of 
white and neutral woods. It is a two-story 
design with a large flex room at the front of 
the home and a multi-use loft upstairs.

The Mystique represents Avalon Park’s 
single-story bestseller, boasting a large, open 
kitchen with an island and a casual “cedar-
and-thyme” vibe, using washed oak woods 
mixed with stone, black metal accents, and 
pops of soft green throughout. Its versatile 
floor plan can be configured for two to five 
bedrooms, plus two to three bathrooms and 
a two-car garage.

To tour Pulte’s new models or for more 
information, call 239-842-1657, go to  www.
pulte.com/AvalonPark or visit the sales cen-
ter at 4364 Washington Place. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: The Roseland by Pulte Homes can be configured to have up to six bedrooms and six bathrooms. The model is in Avalon Park. 

Clockwise from left: The Whitestone, also by 
Pulte Homes in Avalon Park, is a two-story 
home with a modern vibe that includes a large 
flex room on the main floor, an expansive out-
door living area, and a luxurious master suite.
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Your cancer experts close to home
At GenesisCare, you gain access to a global network in 
cancer care. That means thousands of the world’s most 
brilliant cancer minds collaborating with you, giving 
you local access to the most advanced radiation 
oncology technology and treatments for the best 
possible life outcomes. 

This is a better world of care. This is GenesisCare.

Contact us today to schedule  
your appointment:
(833) FOR-MYGC 
genesiscare.com/us
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John Peterson
HVAC Technician, Ave Maria Resident

Exclusive Specials for
Ave Maria Residents!

Call John at

AVE MARIA: 5072 Annunciation Circle, Suite 211, Ave Maria, FL 34142

239.790.8186

Whole home air purification system regularly $1,299.00 
Ave Maria Residents $899.00

Dual UV lights regularly $950.00 
Ave Maria Residents $499.00

Whole home HVAC inspection regularly $129.00 
Ave Maria Residents $49.99

1 year 35 point HVAC maintenance agreement $99.00 
(Includes 2 visits and condenser coil cleaning at no extra charge)

FREE water quality test with every initial visit

Exclusive Specials for
Ave Maria Residents!

CC Homes: The exclusive builder 
in four Ave Maria communities

BY SANDRA YEYATI

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Armando Codina and James Carr, co-found-
ers of Ave Maria homebuilder CC Homes, have 
each spent decades developing residential and 
commercial projects throughout Florida. Mr. 
Codina’s extensive portfolio includes the 250-
acre Downtown Doral community in Miami-
Dade County, featuring 5,000 residences and 
more than 1 million square feet of commercial 
space, while Mr. Carr’s career since the 1970s 
has shaped the landscape in more than 50 com-
munities from Homestead to Jacksonville. 

After numerous successes, the influential 
builder-developers fused their partnership in 
2010, forming CCH and breaking ground on 
Monterra, their first residential project, in Coo-
per City. They have been thriving ever since. 

Just in the last 18 months, CCH has con-
structed or completed seven communities, 
including a 450-home neighborhood in Miami-
Dade County and projects in the Naples com-
munity of Fronterra. 

Since 2012, the Coral Gables-based company 
has been the exclusive homebuilder in four 
Ave Maria communities. While their Coquina 
and Maple Ridge Reserve neighborhoods are 
complete, building continues at Silverwood and 
Maple Ridge, where CCH offers a choice of 18 
open-concept floor plans in a wide range of 
sizes and configurations — from approximate-
ly 1,200-square-foot, two bedroom/two bath, 

one-story ranch homes to 4,000-square-foot, 
two-story estate homes with six bedrooms and 
private guest suites on oversized homesites. 

“CC Homes is a private, family-led business 
that focuses closely on each home, tailoring the 
design to you,” says CCH Director of Marketing 

Chelsea Kimmey. “The homes are built for lon-
gevity with quality and comfort. Homes have 
high ceilings, large windows and many closets, 
which you have a hard time finding in a resale 
or older home.

“The level of finishes we provide as standard 

is elite,” she adds. “And many of our floor plans 
allow for modifications and customizations 
based on family needs, whether you want to 
convert a den into a bedroom and full bath 
combination or include a pool and outdoor 
kitchen.”

CCH has a large showroom in the Ave Maria 
Town Center where homebuyers can meet with 
design specialists to select interior and exterior 
finishes, color schemes and other elements.

“We’re proud to have countless options to 
customize your home and to include in the pur-
chase price a consultation with somebody on 
our design team,” Ms. Kimmey says. “So many 
combinations are possible.”

CCH designers are there to help buyers make 
their home visions a reality.
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The Fairmont

The Hanford 
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“The level of finishes we provide as standard is elite, and many of our floor plans
allow for modifications and customizations based on family needs.” 

– Chelsea Kimmey, CC Homes director of marketing
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Ave Maria continues to rank high
among best-selling communities
Two prominent national real estate 

consulting agencies, RCLCO Real Estate 
Consulting and John Burns Real Estate 
Consulting, have named Ave Maria as 
one of the Top 25 Selling Master-Planned 
Communities in the United States, 
according to their annual reports. Ave 
Maria had a record-breaking 646 new 
home sales in 2021, placing the develop-
ment on both lists as the highest-ranking 
community in all of Collier County.

RCLCO ranks Ave Maria 24th in 
its annual list of Top 50 Selling Mas-
ter-Planned Communities.

“With an impressive 28% growth in 
new home sales, Collier County’s Ave 
Maria has rocketed itself to the rank of 24th 
best-selling master-planned community in the 
country for 2021, following a 39th place finish 
in 2020,” says RCLCO’s Karl Pischke, author 
of the report. “This ongoing success should be 
viewed as a testament to the careful planning 
and investment in community place-making 
which Barron Collier Companies has done to 
set the Ave Maria community apart from its 
competition,” he adds.

Ave Maria moves up 13 positions on the 
John Burns Real Estate Consulting list from 
the 2020 annual report, ranking as the 25th 
Top Selling Master-Planned Community in the 
nation. The town ranked in the top 25 fastest 
selling master planned communities in 2021 
with nearly 650 sales, a 28% increase from the 
previous year, reports Lesley Deutch, manag-
ing principal with John Burns.

“Ave Maria’s small-town charm and natural 
surroundings attract retirees as well as families. 
With its large sidewalks, water park, parks, and 
retail offerings, Ave Maria offers something for 
all buyers, all within a safe and community-fo-
cused master plan,” Ms. Deutch says.

Various housing types from condominiums 
and attached villas to single-family homes fea-
turing lake, preserve, and golf course views are 
offered at Ave Maria. More than 25 designer 
models are open daily for viewing, priced from 
the $200,000s to the $600,000s.

CC Homes, Del Webb Naples, Lennar, and 
Pulte Homes are the town’s residential build-
ers. Community amenities include a water 
park, soccer and baseball fields, fitness center, 
amphitheater, dog park, trails, and bocce and 
tennis courts. The Town Center has a Pub-
lix Supermarket, and there is a commercial 
center with a Mobil gas station. There are 
private schools from preschool through uni-
versity, and free events throughout the year. 
Ave Maria’s active adult community, Del Webb 
Naples, has been named a Top 20 Places to 
Retire.

At its build out, the town will be home to up 
to 11,000 residences and will have 1.8 million 
square feet of retail, office, and business park 
uses in its 4,000 acres. 

For more information, call 239-352-3903 or 
visit www.avemaria.com.
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The Gulf

“They know what’s going to look elegant 
and what the latest trends are, “Ms. Kim-
mey says, “from stainless steel appliances and 
wood-look tile flooring to quartz countertops, 
European-style cabinetry and stylish back-
splashes, shower tile walls and designer faucets 
and sinks.”

Prices for CCH homes in Ave Maria range 
from the low $400,000s to the low $600,000s. 
“Similar home styles sell for nearly twice the 
price in areas of Miami and Broward County,” 
Ms. Kimmey says. “We like to describe the 
community as affordable luxury. That’s why 
we’ve seen such strong interest and why so 
many people are referring their friends and 
family to come here.

“They’ve found their dream home in Ave 
Maria, and now they’re bringing everybody 

else here.”
CCH builds in accordance with Miami-

Dade hurricane construction code require-
ments, with full concrete block construc-
tion, reinforced foundations and an optional 
upgrade for impact glass windows. Homes 
also have built-in smart-home features. The 
company uses low-volatile organic compound 
paint and carpeting, and includes energy-effi-
cient insulation and appliances.

Prospective buyers are invited to visit the 
CCH sales center in Maple Ridge, where they 
can tour eight designer-furnished model 
homes. Although walk-ins are welcome, 
appointments are recommended for per-
sonalized attention with a sales associate to 
explore home pricing and lot availability in 
both Maple Ridge and Silverwood. On most 
weekends, a home lender is on site to review 
mortgage options.  

For more information, call 833-729-1783, go 
to www.MapleRidgeFL.com or visit the sales 
center at 5009 Alonza Ave. in Ave Maria.
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Ave Maria reported a record-breaking 646 new home 
sales in 2021.

CC HOMES
From page 25

Offices in Naples, Estero and Fort Myers  |  239-561-2258  |  GulfCoastOrtho.com

Drs. Laboda and Rose are local moms and local orthodontists. 
Complimentary examination when you mention Gulfshore Life.

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ORTHODONTICS 
RECOMMENDS AN ORTHODONTIC EVALUATION BY AGE 7.V

Your child ’s smile is their specialty. 

g

239-206-4168

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ORTHODONTICS

Your child ’s smile is their specialty
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NaplesYTH
(Middle and High school)

Sunday Mornings at 10:15am and 11:30am • Midweek Service Wednesday Nights at 7pm

NaplesYTH is a safe, comfortable place, where youth can come as they are, everyone 
is welcome, and truth and grace work together to change lives.

NaplesKids
(Infants through 5th Grade)

Sunday during our morning services

At NaplesChurch, our kids (Infant through 5th Grade) experience a safe, age-appropriate 
environment where they learn about Jesus in a creative and relevant way.

We are a Bible Believing Church
We believe God has revealed Himself through the Scriptures, and the Scriptures are 

to be taught using sound doctrine. We emphasize every portion of Scripture, the birth, life, 
death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of the body of believers, and the ministering work 
of the Holy Spirit in the world today.

A Place Where 
LOVE WORKS

10910 Immokalee Road Naples, FL 34120
(3 miles east of Collier Boulevard on Immokalee Road)

napleschurch.com

Sunday Mornings 9am, 10:15am, & 11:30am



Get the protection your 
home and auto deserves

Tim Collier LUTCF, Agent
Bus: 239-541-4444
Fax: 888-463-5415
www.timcollieragency.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance
Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company,
Winter Haven, FL

2001735

With your new home comes new responsibilities – protect 
your new investment with the right amount of insurance. I 
can help. I’m a 5th generation Floridian who understands how 
to best protect your assets…Home, auto, boat, motorcycle, 
golf carts, and more all for surprisingly great rates! 

We love this town!

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 

Complimentary quotes. Let’s talk today!


