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BY NANCI THEORET

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Ave Maria continued its reign as the region’s 
top community, earning a ninth consecutive 
Sand Dollar Award from the Collier Building 
Industry Association in October. Recognizing 
the town and developer Barron Collier Com-
panies, the coveted Community of the Year 
trophy, in the category of homes priced under 
$500,000, was determined by an independent 
panel of industry experts who evaluated home 
sales, overall amenities, lifestyle, recreation 
and “Home to More” experiences Ave Maria 
residents enjoy every day. 

 “We are honored to receive this award nine 
years in a row,” said Cee Cee Marinelli, direc-
tor of development for Ave Maria. “Our town’s 
amenities enhance the sense of community by 
providing an instant source of leisure activities 
and socialization for neighbors and friends.” 

  Ave Maria’s 55+ age-restricted community, 
Del Webb Naples and a single-family home, 
the Bougainvillea II, built by Lennar were also 
singled out as the best in the annual contest 
which honors homebuilders, developers, inte-
rior designers and other industry profession-
als demonstrating excellence. 

Ave Maria’s vibrant small-town vibe, big-
town conveniences and attainable home prices 
appeal to a variety of homebuyers – from 
young professionals, growing families and 
retirees. It’s the fastest-selling new-home mas-
ter-planned community in Collier County, 
a “Top 20 Place to Retire” and a certified 
Blue Zones Community. Ranked as the 19th 
top-selling community in the country based 
on the 2023 mid-year sales report, the town 
has sold 605 homes year to date – unprece-
dented in its 16-year history. 

Miles of walking, biking and hiking paths 

BY NANCI THEORET

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

collaborative effort involving 
various segments of the Ave 
Maria community came 
together to bring the new 
veterans memorial to life.

Children enthusias-
tically donated spare 
change to the to the 

Ave Maria Veterans Association’s (AMVA) 
during community-wide events.

A total of 440 town residents proudly 
displayed the American flag in front of 
their homes or generously purchased flags 
for neighbors through the Flagpoles for 
Veterans initiative.

Local businesses in Ave Maria active-
ly participated in raising both funds and 
awareness for the memorial.

Vendors and area contractors contributed 
by either donating or providing discounted 
materials such as pavers, sod, landscaping 
and services.

Families and foundations made substantial 
financial contributions to support the cause.

Barron Collier Companies, the devel-
oper, played a pivotal role by leasing the 
nearly quarter-acre site for $1 over the next 
99 years.

Even local students painted patriot-
ic-themed murals on the site’s power boxes, 
and utilized the memorial’s benches for 
study sessions just days before the official 

SEE COMMUNITY, A24 ⊲

SEE VETERANS, A10 ⊲

Ave Maria’s Ninth 
Consecutive Sand 

Dollar Award 
for Community 

Excellence 

COURTESY PHOTO

CC Homes residents can use a spacious club-
house and community pool for events and gath-
erings. Model homes are open daily to tour.
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Dates and details are subject to change. 
Call the Ave Maria New Home & Welcome 
Center at 239-352-3903 for more infor-
mation. Follow Town Center businesses 
on social media for updates and special 
promotions.

■ OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC
Ave Maria MarathonAve Maria Marathon

On Saturday, Feb. 10, from 7:00 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., experience a day of fitness and 
fun! Athletes of all levels can participate 
in the Friends & Family Mile, 5K, 10K, 
half marathon or full marathon. The 
races commence and conclude in the 
Town Center, and don’t miss the vendors’ 
expo from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. For additional 
details and registration, visit alpha.win/
event/ave-maria-fl.

Family Fun First FridaysFamily Fun First Fridays
These monthly free events, held on the 

first Friday of each month, blend musi-
cal entertainment with family-friendly 
games and activities. The January event 
will embrace a Winter theme, featuring 
princesses, Way Too Tall Torrie the stilt 
walker balloon artist, DJ music and more. 
For the heart health commemoration on 
Feb. 2, attendees are encouraged to wear 
red for women’s health, and the live musi-
cian Paul Demaris will perform from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Oil Well Craft Beer 
in the Park of Commerce. Save the date 
for the St. Patrick’s-themed celebration 
on March 1 in the Town Center, which 
will showcase a dance performance by 
the Celtic Spirit Dance Academy, music, 

face painting, and activities from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m.

MERCHANT EVENTS

Oil Well Craft BeerOil Well Craft Beer
Every Monday through Saturday from 

5-8 p.m. there is at least one food truck at 
the Park of Commerce serving scrump-
tious food to go with Oil Well Craft Beer’s 
libations.

Don’t miss the annual Ave Maria Veter-
ans tailgate fundraiser on Saturday, Dec. 
9 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The Secret Ingredient and Oil Well 
Craft Beer invite guests to the ultimate 

English Afternoon Tea experience on 
Sunday, Dec. 10 from 6 to 9 p.m. So, get 
those fascinators ready! Ticket sales for 
this event will be available closer to the 
event date. Follow Oil Well Craft Beer on 
social media for updates.

Celebrate the spirit of the season at the 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 16, 
running from noon to 4:00 p.m. Attend-
ees can discover extraordinary gifts craft-
ed by local vendors, enjoy free entry and 
ample parking, and contribute to the 
toy drive benefiting a women’s shelter in 
Naples. Artisans can secure a 6-foot ven-

COURTESY PHOTO

Crafting memories and marking Bingo cards at Oil Well Craft Beer’s lively Bingo night.

ALL AROUND AVE MARIA

SEE AROUND, A4 ⊲

Merry Christmas 

and Happy 

New Year first1bank.com • (866) 319-4093

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulders. And His 

name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6
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Avalon Park
at Ave Maria from the $400s

11 Home Designs
2-7 Bedrooms  |  2-6.5 Bathrooms

Up to 5,300 Sq. Ft.

play

enter tainment

relaxation 

Create a home that’s uniquely you, 
inside and out. An indoor haven or an outdoor 

oasis.  A private retreat or room to entertain. 

A place to play or space to relax. Everybody 

to build a better home for you. With innovative, 

consumer-inspired home 

designs, opportunities for 

personalization, and versatile 

living spaces, a Pulte home 

Pulte.com/AvalonPark   |   (239) 842-1657

4364 Washington Pl., Ave Maria, FL 34142
  home

At least one resident must be 55 years of age or better, a limited number of residents may be younger and no one under 19 years of age. Some residents may be younger than 55. Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. 
Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and depict models containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that 
may be available for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. ©2023 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 11-29-23

More space devoted  
to amenities than any  
other community in 
Southwest Florida.

6028 Victory Drive,
Ave Maria, Florida 34142

(239) 842-9643

DelWebb.com/Naples

• 2 Clubhouses Totaling 
Over 30,000 Sq. Ft.

• Full-Time Lifestyle Director

• 18 Sports Courts:    

Pickleball, Tennis & Bocce

• Resort Pool & Spa

• Lap Pool

• Newly Refreshed    
18-Hole Championship    
Golf Course, Panther Run    
(memberships optional)

• The Rusty Putter Bar & Grill

• Indoor Golf Simulator

• Fitness Center & 
Movement Studio

• Card & Game Rooms

• Activity Rooms for    
Community Events

• Catering Kitchens

• Café & Community Library

No one understands the importance of community like Del Webb, America’s 
pioneer and leading builder of active adult communities. That’s why we can say 

we offer much more than a beautiful home; we offer a place to belong.

NNo one undndererststanandsds tthehe iimportat ncncee ofof ccommumuninityty llikikee DeDell WWebbbb, AmAmerericica’a’ss

We Believe You’ll Like It Here

ffer mumuchch more e ththana  a beautifulul homo e;; wwee offofferer aa pppplalacece ttoo beb lon

New Homes from the $300s

*Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific home being offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may 
not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if 
void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2023 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 11-29-23
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dor table for just $20.
Adult bingo is back on Wednesday, 

Dec. 13 at 7:00 p.m., hosted by the won-
derful Cruise Planners Team of Jackie 
and Dan Rategan!

On Saturday, Dec. 23, Oil Well Craft 
Beer will host its Annual Ugly Christmas 
Sweater and Karaoke Party! DJ DiFlo will 
be rocking the house and getting attend-
ees set up to sing their favorite tunes. 
Wear your ugliest Christmas sweater or 
other garb. The winner of the Ugliest 
Christmas Sweater will be announced at 
9:00 p.m.

Enjoy free family-friendly bingo with 
realtor Sara Callahan on Saturdays, Jan. 6 
and Feb. 3, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The amazing J&J Creations 4U will be 
back to host Brew & Paint, offering a fun 
night of painting whilst sipping on the 
finest brew in town on Tuesdays, Jan. 9 
and Feb. 20, at 7:00 p.m. It’s only $35 to 
secure a seat, including one drink. Seats 
fill up quickly, so R.S.V.P. to 239-354-
4454.

On Saturday, Jan. 20, Oil Well Craft 
Beer will be celebrating its 7th anniver-
sary from 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. with amaz-
ing giveaways every hour, live music by 
TreeHause! and Steinbeck Way, a new 
beer release, three local food trucks, and 
a gelato cart.

Experience the festive spirit of the 
Mardi Gras celebration on Tuesday, Feb. 
13th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., featuring a 

Mardi Gras-inspired food truck, bead 
giveaway, music, and more!

The Bean at Ave MariaThe Bean at Ave Maria
Starting in January, check out The 

Bean’s drive-thru coffee cart located in 
front of The Pub at Ave Maria every day 
from 6:30 to 8:00 a.m. and swiftly pur-
chase muffins, bagels, hot and iced coffee 
and more!

Discover the latest weekly special drink 
announcements, expertly crafted by their 
talented baristas, at facebook.com/the-
beanatave.

Every Tuesday, dive into family-friend-
ly Bingo fun where winners can snag 
complimentary drinks, ice cream, and 
more!

Paint and Pour: Unleash your inner 
artist as you sip on wine and paint your 
masterpiece with step-by-step guidance 
from a talented artist on Thursday, Jan 4 
at 6:00 p.m. All supplies will be provided, 
including the 12x16 canvas, paint, and 
brushes. Just bring yourself and your 
creativity, and they’ll take care of the rest. 
Look out for more details on reservations 
closer to the event at facebook.com/the-
beanatave.

The Pub & Grill at Ave MariaThe Pub & Grill at Ave Maria
Steinbeck Way, Ave Maria’s hometown 

rock band founded in April 2022, brings 
a unique blend of diverse styles, commu-
nity spirit, and a commitment to giving 
their audience a great time at their con-
cert on Dec. 9 at 7:00 p.m.

Enjoy Happy Hour every Monday 
through Friday from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
where you can indulge in a buy-one-get-
one-free offer on select draft beers, well 

liquor and wine.

The Secret IngredientThe Secret Ingredient
Discover the creativity of local Ave 

Maria crafters every Saturday in Decem-
ber from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Explore 
Dawn Tripp’s expertise in crocheting on 
December 9th, delve into Marcia Bovin’s 
collection of tumblers, ornaments, cut-
ting boards, signs, and more on Decem-
ber 16th, and experience the unique, 
handmade baby attire and headbands by 
Nicole Ricca with Mint Willow Props, 
catering to all ages!

Celebrate their 3-year anniversary on 
Saturday, Jan. 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.! Enjoy a free giveaway every hour, 
live music and more.

Every Monday is 55+ and Fabulous 
Day! Shoppers ages 55 and up save 10% 
off one regularly priced item. 

Celebrate your January birthday with 
us and enjoy a special 20% discount on 
your favorite regularly priced item. Don’t 
forget to bring your ID!

Pair up for a Valentine’s Day Couples 
Paint Party Celebration on Sunday, Feb. 
11 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. Seats are limit-
ed, call 239-213-0990 to register.

On Friday, Feb. 16, stay up after-hours 
for the Ladies PJ Party from 8:00 to 11:00 
p.m. Enjoy light hors d’oeuvres, wine, spa 
products and more.

Way Out Toys & GamesWay Out Toys & Games
Kids and adults of all ages and skills 

are invited to participate in the Pokémon 
Pack Wars, a fast-paced, bingo-style 
game, every Tuesday from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
For $20, each player receives three packs 
of new Pokémon cards to keep and use 

over four rounds of play. Winners receive 
Pokémon prizes.

Every Thursday evening from 6 to 8 
p.m., embrace the Lorcana Open Play 
experience – a gathering for all ages to 
delve into the captivating world of Lor-
cana. Whether you’re a seasoned player 
or new to the game, this event provides 
an opportunity to learn, strategize and 
connect with fellow enthusiasts. Lorcana’s 
blend of kid-friendly accessibility and 
strategic depth makes it a game suitable 
for everyone aged 8 and above. Need 
cards? Starter decks are available for pur-
chase in-store, ensuring everyone can 
enjoy the fun of Lorcana Open Play.

AVE MARIA UNIVERSITY 
ATHLETICS

Schedule is subject to change, check 
avemariagyrenes.com/calendar for away 
games and updates.

Monday, Dec. 11
M. Basketball vs. New College of Florida, 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 12
M. Basketball vs. Florida National, 
7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 13
W. Basketball vs. Thomas (Ga.), 
7:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 15
W. Basketball vs. St. Francis (Ind.), 
7 p.m.

ALL AROUND AVE MARIA

Call 239-208-6417 or 877-45-LENNAR today to schedule your VIP tour!

Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything’s Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist’s renderings and may contain options that are not standard on 
all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated; actual sq. ft./acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar does not guarantee the availability of homes within the 
price ranges above. Price subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial photos are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist’s rendition.  They are solely for illustrative purposes, should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2023 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the 
WCI logo, Everything’s Included and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 12/23.

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE

Welcome Home Center Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm |  Sunday 10am-6pm239-208-6417  |  877-45-LENNAR  |  Lennar.com

6098 Artisan Court  |  Ave Maria, FL 34142

HOMES STARTING FROM THE MID $200S

Now Selling Golf And Non-Golf 
Social Membership Homes!

Live A Championship Lifestyle
Executive Homes Estate Homes

Victoria Model Bougainvillea II Model

Terrace Condominiums Veranda Condominiums Coach Homes

Carolina Model Diangelo II Model Bay Creek Model

AROUND
From page 2

SEE AROUND, A6 ⊲
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SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

FOOT PAIN?

AVE MARIA, HERE’S WHAT YOUR NEIGHBORS ARE SAYING
“Dr. Jake Powers and his staff made my
visit an absolute pleasure. Dr. Powers 
did a wonderful job explaining 
problem/procedure/ expected outcomes. 
I highly recommend this group for all of
your podiatry needs!” 

– Lindsey M.

“I have some pain in my feet, and I 
asked my Primary Care Physician who 
he would recommend that I see, and he 
referred me to Dr Lam. I called and 
could have had an appointment the same 
day! Great experience!” 

– Dan W. 

“Dr. Pelucacci and the entire staff were 
friendly, welcoming, and extremely
professional. As a physician, I was 
impressed by the thoroughness of the 
exam and time spent including me in the 
decision making. What a great 
experience from check in to check out.”

– Dr. William B. 

www.NaplesPodiatrist.com

(239) 430-3668(FOOT)

Surgical Podiatrist Serving Southwest Florida Since 2005

CALL TODAY!

Or SCHEDULE ONLINE!

SuSS
Marco Island • Naples • Estero • Cape Coral

Fort Myers • Port Charlotte • Sarasota
BOARD CERTIFIED IN RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY •BOARD CERTIFIED IN FOOT SURGERY

Dr. Karan n MalaniKarann MalM a
DPM, AACFASDPM, AAACFAA

NAPLES

Dr. Robert Bellor. Robert Be
DPM, FACFAS, DABPSDP  FACFA  DABPPM, FACFAS, DAB

NORTH NAPLES

Dr. Kevin LamDr.rr Kevin Lam
DPM, FACFAS, DABLES, DABPSCFAS, DABLE

NAPLES
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ALL AROUND AVE MARIA

Sunday, Dec. 17
W. Basketball vs. #1 Campbellsville 
(Ky.), 2 p.m.
 
Thursday, Dec. 28
W. Basketball vs. Florida National, 
5 p.m.
 
Friday, Dec. 29
W. Basketball vs. Lawrence Tech 
(Mich.), 2 p.m.
 
Saturday, Dec. 30
W. Basketball vs. Saint Mary-of-the-

Woods (Ind.), 12 p.m.
 
Saturday, Jan. 6
W. Basketball vs. RV Southeastern, 
2 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. RV Southeastern, 
4 p.m.
 
Wednesday, Jan. 17
W. Basketball vs. Florida Memorial, 
5:30 p.m.
M. Basketball vs Florida Memorial, 
7:30 p.m.
 
Saturday, Jan. 20
Swimming vs. Barry, TBD
 
Wednesday, Jan. 24
W. Basketball vs. Webber, 5:30 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. Webber, 7:30 p.m.

 
Saturday, Jan. 27
W. Basketball vs. Coastal Georgia, 
2 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. Coastal Georgia, 
4 p.m.
 
Saturday, Feb. 3
RGB South Florida Club, TBD

Wednesday, Feb. 7
W. Basketball vs. Warner, 5:30 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. Warner, 7:30 p.m.
 
Saturday, Feb. 10
RGB Miami Club, TBD
W. Basketball vs. Keiser, 2 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. Keiser, 4 p.m.
 
Saturday, Feb. 17
W. Basketball vs. St. Thomas, 2:00 p.m.
M. Basketball vs #14 St. Thomas, 4 p.m.
 
Saturday, Feb. 24
RGB Eckerd Club, TBD
 
Monday, Feb 26
Lacrosse vs. Cumberlands (Ky.), 6 p.m.
 
Monday, March 4
Lacrosse vs. Marian (Ind.), TBA
 
Wednesday, March 6
Lacrosse vs. Madonna (Mich.), 6 p.m.

Friday, March 8
Lacrosse vs. Lawrence Tech (Mich.), 
6 p.m.
 
Monday, March 11

Lacrosse vs. Franciscan (Ohio), 6 p.m.
 
Thursday, March 14
Lacrosse vs. Georgetown (Ky.), TBA
 
Monday, March 18
Lacrosse vs. Oglethorpe (Ga.), 6 p.m.

Saturday, March 23
Lacrosse vs. Warner, 1 p.m.

Saturday, March 30
RGB Millenia Atlantic, TBD
 
Wednesday, April 3
Lacrosse vs. Keiser, 6 p.m.
 
Saturday, April 6
Lacrosse vs. Life (Ga.), 1 p.m.

 
■ AVE MARIA 
RESIDENTS ONLY

Organizers request pre-registration 
for these resident-only events via the 
Ave Maria Master Association (AMMA) 
calendar at avemariamasterassociation.
com. For more information, call 239-
867-4322.

 
AVE MARIA 
WATER PARK NEWS

Beginning Monday, Jan. 8, the Water 
Park will have partial park closures while 
undergoing segment renovations. Res-
idents should look out for updates and 
information on water exercise classes in 
their Friday Flash E-blasts.

American Red Cross Lifeguard train-

COURTESY PHOTO

Santa and Mrs. Claus visited from the North Pole to attend the recent Christmas Boutique 
Crawl, organized by town business owner Daneé Williams.

AROUND
From page 4

SEE AROUND, A8 ⊲
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Christmas Eve
AT NAPLESCHURCH

12PM | 1PM | 2PM | 3PM | 4PM

Sunday Mornings 8:30am, 9:30am, 10:45am & 12pm

For more information, visit napleschurch.com

10910 Immokalee Rd.
Naples, FL 34120

Paul and Maria Foslien
Lead Pastors

The vision of 
NaplesChurch is 
“a place where 
love works”. We 
want you to 
experience that
with us! 
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ALL AROUND AVE MARIA

ing classes will be held from Thursday, 
Jan. 4 through Sunday, Jan. 7 at the Water 
Park. Please call 239-348-8384 for more 
details. 

Ave Maria Stewardship Community 
District (AMSCD) Meetings

Monthly AMSCD meetings are open 
to the public and held in the AMMA 
meeting room Tuesday, Jan. 9 at 6 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 7 at 9 a.m. and Thurs-
day, March 7 at 6 p.m. Visit avemarias-
tewardshipcd.org for more information, 
such as monthly meeting books and 
schedule updates.

Embrace Life Series
Photographer and resident Patrick 

O’Flaherty DDS presents inspiring wild-
life photography series set to music in 
the AMMA meeting room on Tuesdays, 
Jan. 16, Feb. 20, March 19 and April 16, 
from 7 to 8 p.m. This presentation covers 
amazing wildlife shots taken on his voy-
ages, showcasing enlightening photogra-
phy in places he has visited with Alliance 
for Smiles Mission in countries all over 
the world. Admission is free.

Community Yard Sale and Services Day
Providing Ave Maria residents with a 

chance to sell gently used items and offer 
services to neighbors, this communi-
ty-building event takes place from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 24, in North 

Park. Enjoy DJ music, family-friendly 
activities, food trucks and more. For 
more information like booth reserva-
tions or table and chair rentals, please 
visit avemariamasterassociation.com.

Spring Festival
Celebrate spring Ave Maria-style from 

10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 23, in North Park, featuring the 
annual Easter Egg Dash and Bunny Hop. 
The day begins with a bunny parade, 
followed by egg hunt races across vari-
ous age categories, an obstacle course for 
older kids, a designated egg stroll corner 
for children aged 3 and under, and even a 
lollipop drop! Vendors and information 
booths will provide entertainment and 
education. Admission is $5 per child, 
and parents, as well as kids aged 2 and 
under, can attend for free. Pre-regis-
tration is required and will be available 
on the avemariamasterassociation.com 
website calendar.

New Homeowners Social & Orientation
New Ave Maria homeowners, as well as 

those who have not attended one before, 
are invited to a social and informational 
event in the AMMA meeting room. This 
event features a presentation by the mas-
ter association director, providing valuable 
insights about living in the Ave Maria 
community and an overview of the var-
ious organizations operating within. For 
dates and times, please check the AMMA 
website calendar. The next orientation is 
scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 14, starting 
with a social at 5:15 p.m., followed by the 
orientation at 6 p.m.

Adult Games Group
Adults looking for a friendly game of 

cards (Skip-Bo, Sequence and others) or 
Mexican Train (dominoes) are welcome 
to join the group from 1 to 3 p.m. Mon-
days and Thursdays in the AMMA card 
room.

SPORTS AND FITNESS 
(RESIDENTS ONLY)

Swimming Lessons
Beginning Monday, March 11, the Ave 

Maria Water Park will offer an eight-les-
son program sanctioned by the Ameri-
can Red Cross that teaches kids how to 
swim and be safe in the water. The eight, 
45-minute lessons are $65 and grouped 
by age: water babies (6 months to 3 years 
old), preschoolers (3 to 5 years old) and 
youth (6 to 12 years old). Families must 
register in person at the Water Park. For 
more information, call 239-348-8384 or 
email kellie.powell@fsresidential.com.

Free Fitness Classes at South Park
These biweekly fitness classes at South 

Park start at 9:15 a.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. For more information for 
these and other class locations, text 
instructor Nicolas Leon at 786-436-3323.

Tai Chi Fitness
Experience a meditative workout 

that increases strength, mobility and 
much more at 9 a.m. Wednesdays in the 
AMMA event room. For more informa-
tion, contact instructor Mylyn Vedel at 
myvedel@gmail.com or 239-220-4181.

Yoga Fitness
Yoga instructor Alexandra Salazar is 

back with specialized classes designed 
for senior adults. The classes will take 
place at 10 a.m. every other Friday. For 
more information or to register, please 
reach out to salexa2009@gmail.com.

Quest Martial Arts Academy Classes
Led by Kenny Quintero, a 20-year vet-

eran instructor, these martial arts classes 
for kids to adults, start at 5 p.m. Mondays 
and 9:30 a.m. Saturdays in the AMMA 
event room, teach students discipline 
and self-defense techniques while hon-
ing their focus, having fun and getting 
fit. For more information, call Crystal at 
239-371-6073 or visit questmartialart-
sacademy.com.

  
Ave Maria Little League
Check out the Spring season informa-

tion for this home-based and very first 
official league in Ave Maria who continues 
to have a winning history! League play 
includes baseball, tee ball and softball for 
kids aged 4 to 14. For detailed information 
and registration instructions, visit avemari-
alittleleague.com or contact avemariabase-
ball@gmail.com. 

Sports Leagues & Organizations 
There are various seasonal indepen-

dent sports leagues and organizations 
operating in Ave Maria, so for more 
information on current availability, 
please visit the Ave Maria Master Associ-
ation Website Calendar for any approved 
fitness and sports conducted by indepen-
dent contractors. 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ORTHODONTICS
RECOMMENDS AN ORTHODONTIC EVALUATION BY AGE 7

        
Board Certified Orthodontist

   

Michèle Laboda, DMD
Rosalie Brao, DDS, MS

Handcrafting                         
of  beautiful smiles

in Southwest Florida!

(239)206-4168

generations

Leading  Local 

Clear, Metal and Invisible Braces
for children, teens, and  adults

Naples  |  Estero  |  Fort Myers

www.GulfCoastOrtho.com

AROUND
From page 6
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Year End Model SaleYear End Model S ale
Cash Deals or Low Monthly Payments

4 Passenger 2016 EZGO SILVER Standard 48 volt Battery (replaced Nov. 2023) Lifted, 14” alloy rims & tires, includes Charger, 
SALE PRICE $4,999 stock #KB0116

4 Passenger 2023 KANDI RED 150 amp AGM Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, 14” alloy rims & tires, built in Charger, 
One year factory warranty. SALE PRICE $8,499 stock #KB1928 

4 Passenger 2024 KANDI FLAT BLACK 150 amp Lithium Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, 14” alloy rims & tires, built in 
Charger, Two year factory warranty. SALE PRICE $9,999 stock #KB2432

4 Passenger (four Seat Forward) 2024 KANDI GRAY 150 amp Lithium Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, 14” alloy rims & 
tires, built in Charger, Two year factory warranty. $13,999 stock #6S8829

6 Passenger 2023 KANDI FLAT BLACK 150 amp Lithium Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, 14” alloy rims & tires, built in 
Charger, one year factory warranty. Factory Accessories kit (cell phone holder, 5 panel mirror, extra cup holders) installed. 
$11,999 stock #6B1864

Customize your cart! Choose to add stereo sound systems, custom rim & tire packages, 
underbody LED light kits, side steps, custom made seat upholstery in different colors, cell phone 

holders, extra rear view mirror, and cup holders

Free Delivery to Naples & Ave Maria
(239)224-3464

www.NaplesGolfCart.com
901 Airport-Pulling Road South,       

Naples, Fl. 34104



Nov. 11 dedication and grand opening.
Anderson Richardson, president of the Ave 

Maria Veterans Association and a 26-year 
U.S. Army veteran, expressed gratitude, stat-
ing, “This was a whole community effort, 
and the memorial could not have happened 
without full community support behind it. 
We received donations from little kids to 
$25,000. The memorial is not just for veter-
ans, it’s for the entire Ave Maria community. 
We proposed the memorial and the town just 
ran with it.”

Situated alongside a large lake, the Veterans 
Memorial stands at 4840 Ave Maria Boulevard. 
The American flag, a literal and figurative cen-
terpiece atop a 4-foot-tall black pad, was raised 
to its full 25 feet for the first time in November. 
Surrounding the 60-foot circle are the flags of 
the six U.S. armed forces – Air Force, Army, 
Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Navy and Space 
Force – with the surface adorned in 8-by-8-
inch pavers honoring loved ones.

The memorial boasts additional features, 
including a steel sculpture of a kneeling sol-

dier in silhouette donated by resident Marc 
Moreau, and a 9-foot-tall, 15-foot-long wall 
showcasing colored granite service medal-
lions of each military branch. The wall also 
features expressions of gratitude recognizing 
U.S. veterans for their heroism and sacrifice, 
with the poignant phrase, “We don’t know 
them all, but we owe them all.”

The Veterans Association successfully 
raised $140,000 for the memorial. Funds 

were collected through various channels, 
including weekly farmers markets, contribu-
tions from local businesses, the ongoing Flag-
poles for Veterans program (which generated 
$23,000), and proceeds from two charity golf 
tournaments. The third annual scramble, the 
Association’s primary fundraiser, takes place 
on Friday, Dec. 8, at Panther Run golf course 
in Del Webb Naples.

Generous donations were made on behalf 

of the William and Patricia LaMothe family 
foundation, the Del Webb Veterans Club, 
and Michael Schwartz of Ave Maria Mutu-
al Funds. Schwartz’s $15,000 contribution 
included 35 brick pavers dedicated to each 
U.S. conflict or war since the Revolutionary 
War. Additional support came from the 2023 
Sunshine State Steak Cook-Off, with match-
ing funds provided by Modern Woodman.

The Ave Maria Stewardship Community 
and Ave Maria Development played crucial 
roles by providing an easement on the land 
and assisting with permitting, design ele-
ments and electrical service.

David Genson, president of development 
for Barron Collier Companies, emphasized 
the town’s unity, stating, “Through this pro-
cess, it has been incredible to witness the 
town come together in support of our veter-
ans and townspeople to make this a reality. 
As the developer of the town of Ave Maria, 
we see the value the Veterans Memorial 
brings to our community members.”

Thomas Schlessinger, vice president of the 
Veterans Association and memorial project 
manager, said, “Over the course of the last 
four years, we raised enough money to fund 
the memorial. People have gone above and 
beyond to support the project and recognize 

An appreciative audience.

Maryann Stuart holds a photograph of her late 
husband John who served in the Coast Guard.

A proud U.S. marine. Raising of the American flag.

Collier County Commissioner Rick LoCastro 
energizes the crowd.
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VETERANS
From page 1



From left, Larry and Deb Fornwall and Jackie 
and Dan Rategan

Audience enjoys Mitzy Seijo’s rendition of 
“America the Beautiful.”

“Taps” was played on the trumpet.

From left, Collier County Deputy Sheriff Paul 
Cabral and Fire Chief Michael Choate.

From left, Erin Dever of Senator Rick Scott’s office, Kim Hayes of the American Gold Star 
Mothers of Southwest Florida and Senior Vice Commander Tony Reyes of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars.
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veterans and the sacrifices they’ve made.”
The value of total community support 

exceeded $200,000, according to Schlessing-
er, including donated materials, in-kind ser-
vices and pro-bono hours from engineering 
and design profressionals.

The idea for the memorial emerged shortly 
after the founding of the Veterans Associa-
tion in 2018. Despite initial challenges with 
no funding or design, the fledgling flagpole 
project, which allocated $35 from every pri-
vate home installation to the organization, 
showcased Ave Maria’s patriotism. Residents 
actively participated by purchasing flagpoles 
for veterans and their neighbors.

Paver sales, available at avemariavets.
org, continue to fund ongoing maintenance. 

Schlessinger discovered a heartening rever-
sal in sentiment from companies eager to 
provide free or heavily discounted materials 
in support of the effort; a stark change from 
public sentiment following his return from 
the Vietnam War.

“For the longest time, veterans didn’t get 
recognition. People are so appreciative and 
thankful today, and it makes you feel good,” 
expressed the veteran Marine. “For me, this 
is an opportunity to provide recognition for 
my generation, the generations before me 
and after me, to help other veterans get the 
recognition they deserve. The people at Ave 
Maria are very supportive of veterans and 
first responders. 

FOR KEEPING
MORE MONEY
IN YOUR POCKET*

*LMCU is rated #1 in the nation by Callahan & Associates for Return of the 
Member among credit unions above $10 billion in assets, December 2022. 

Erin and Chad are LMCU members and were compensated for their time. 
Federally insured by NCUA.

Erin and Chad
LMCU Members

Earn more. Pay less.
At LMCU, our focus is always doing what’s right 
for our members. That’s why we’re the top credit 
union in the nation for member value, and why 
our members love banking here. You’ll earn 
more and pay less when you bank with us.

Becoming an LMCU member is easy.
Visit LMCU.org, call (800) 242-9790,
or stop by your local branch.
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Band standing proudly next to the Steinbeck Way street sign, where their dreams began.

Steinbeck Way, Ave Maria’s Homegrown Rock Band
BY NANCI THEORET

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Being in a band takes on a unique beauty 
as you age, a truth realized by the members 
of Ave Maria’s Steinbeck Way. Wisdom and 
maturity naturally temper the ego and irra-
tionality of youth when you hit ages 50 and 
60. Forget overcrowded garages; as home-
owners on Steinbeck Way in Ave Maria, their 
practice space is now a much nicer place.

Lead singer Jack West humorously noted 
that the music remains constant in his nearly 
50-year hiatus: “I was in bands in the 70s, and 
it’s the same music today. The only difference 
now is it hurts more tearing down the equip-
ment and lifting the cases.”

The Naples-based blues, rock and soul 
cover band, focuses on music from the ‘50s 
to the present. With three distinct sing-
ers covering different styles, they create a 
unique blend of sounds, specializing in play-
ing upbeat dance music.

Expressing a deep love for song and sound, 
the band draws inspiration from the great-
est rock musicians, recreating their heroes’ 
best tunes while injecting their unique style. 
Their classic rock repertoire covers iconic 
bands like The Beatles, BTO, Cream, The 
Eagles, Golden Earring, Janis Joplin, Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, Pat Benatar, R.E.M., The Stones, ZZ 
Top and more. 

Steinbeck Way is more than a band; they 
are a group of musicians and friends with a 
story that began long ago, crafting individual 
styles and waiting for the right moment. In 
April 2022, talents intersected, and the band 
was born. Those early days were explorato-
ry, but slowly, they discovered their sound, 
audience, and purpose. Today, they play in 
and around Naples and Ave Maria, constant-
ly adding to their setlist, determined to give 
their audience a great time. 

“Our name is founded on our origin and 
the drive we each share to be a part of our 
community and the well-being of our neigh-
bors and friends. For us, Steinbeck Way is 
also our attitude. Our songs, you see, we play 
the Steinbeck Way,.” shared West.

“We take people back on a trip through 
time... When we play songs like Golden Ear-
ring’s ‘Radar Love,’ they remember what they 
were doing when the song first came out and 
dance. That’s what makes our show. We’ve 
done our job,” West said. 

Steinbeck Way also includes founder and 
lead guitarist Chris Webb, singer and sup-
porting instrumentalist Mitzy Seijo, drum-
mer Glenn Dove and bassist Drew Turn-
er. The band has been playing since April 
2022, brought together by the randomness 
of chance encounters and karaoke. Kara-
oke nights at Ave Maria’s in-town pub and 
brewery brought West and Seijo to Webb’s 
attention. 

“We all just clicked. We became a family 
in a short time,” said West, whose non-band 
decades were focused on career and family. 
“It couldn’t work any other way.” 

  “Everyone has different backgrounds and 
we all just connected,” said Dove, a lifelong 
professional musician who toured with Ram 
Jam for two years in the late 70s during the 
height of the group’s “Black Betty” single. 

Dove moved from New York to Ave Maria 
in 2021, allotting six months to get accli-
mated before venturing into the local music 
scene. Dove’s wife happened upon Webb’s 
online message looking for a drummer, and 
to confirm his experience, Dove sent Webb a 
photo of the ten sets in the drum room of his 
Del Webb Naples home. 

Steinbeck Way was named not as an ode to 
the famous author, but a location. West and 
Webb, as they soon found out, live only five 
houses apart on Steinbeck Way, and Turner is 
two blocks away. Despite volleying through 
hundreds of possible band names, the group 
eventually settled on the two words consis-
tently referenced in texts detailing the next 
practice session at Webb’s home.

Since landing their first gig at Oil Well 
Craft Beer in June 2022, Steinbeck Way’s fan-
base and dance card have expanded exponen-
tially. The band has performed throughout 
Ave Maria, for intimate audiences at private 
parties and restaurants, and for larger crowds 
during town-wide events and in the Grand 
Hall at Del Webb Naples. Steinbeck Way is 
making an encore appearance at Taste of Ave 
Saturday, Feb. 4.

“I love that, playing downtown in front 
of all your peers at Taste of Ave,” said West. 
“The bigger the venue, the better.”

For Dove, who’s appeared on the same bills 
as Steppenwolf and Molly Hatchet before 
audiences of 10,000 or more, performing in a 
hometown band, in Florida versus New York 
City is obviously different, sometimes com-
ically so. Smaller stages provide a person-
al connection between musician and music 
lover. 

“When you play really big shows you don’t 
see the audience,” he said. “There’s also the 
joke that at Ave Maria and Del Webb, we 
only play until 9 p.m. With some of the newer 
venues, we’re scheduled until 11 p.m. or 1 
a.m.—in New York City you were at a club 
until 3 a.m.”

Word of mouth and Steinbeck Way’s rep-
utation for danceable, universally appealing 
music are also driving its success. 

 For more information about the band, 
visit their Facebook page and website stein-
beckway.com. 

REAL STORIES OF AVE MARIA



AVE MARIA SUN    www.AveMariaSun.com DECEMBER 2023    A13

A
M

EL
IA

 C
O

N
TE

 P
H

O
TO

G
RA

PH
Y 

BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Ave Maria residents enjoyed a day 
filled with festivities at the annual 
Fall Festival hosted by the Ave Maria 
Master Association on Saturday, 
October 22. The event featured 
vendors and crafters, live music, an 
obstacle course, pumpkin painting, 
food trucks, a petting zoo, pony 
rides, and more, providing a fun-
filled day for the community.

Fun Unfolds at the Annual Fall Festival

Sunshine State Steak Cook-Off / Arts & Crafts Festival
Saturday, Jan. 27 • 2:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Taste of Ave
Saturday, Feb. 3 • 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Blues, Brews & BBQ Festival
Saturday, Feb. 17 • 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Margarita & Taco Festival
Saturday, March 16 • 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Farmers Market
Every Saturday, Nov. 4 thru April 29 • 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Trolley Tours
Every Tuesday, Jan. 16 thru April 23 • 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Live Music in Town Center
Tuesdays & Saturdays • 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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Avalon Park at Ave Maria

4364 Washington Place, Ave Maria, FL 34142

239-842-1657

About the community

It’s easy to stay active and have family 

fun at Avalon Park. Located within 

walking or biking distance to downtown 

Ave Maria, Avalon Park attracts families 

looking for exceptional schools, close 

proximity to neighborhood parks, and 

plenty of living space. Avalon Park offers 

spacious homesites, unique architectural 

exteriors, and 11 consumer-inspired 

one- and two-story single-family homes 

that combine Pulte Homes’ signature 

quality construction and personalized 

design opportunities. With home designs 

including up to seven bedrooms and 6 

1/2 bathrooms in 5,000-plus square feet 

of living space, you are sure to find your 

dream new home to fit your family’s 

needs now and in the future.

As one of the nation’s largest and most 

respected homebuilders with more than 

70 years of homebuilding experience, 

Pulte Homes takes pride in putting 

that experience to work for you. With 

insightful, consumer-inspired home 

designs, Pulte houses offer the best in 

livability, with personalization options and 

versatile living spaces to make everyday 

moments easier and more enjoyable. 

With a clear focus on quality construction 

and a simplified buying experience, Pulte 

Homes will help you get into your dream 

home easily. That’s More Life Built In®, 

and that’s exactly what you’ll find at 

Avalon Park.

From the $400,000s - $1,000,000+

Cedar
• Starting from the low $400s

• 1,662 square feet

• Three bedrooms

• Two bathrooms

• Two-car garage

4' GARAGE EXT. OPT

OPT. TRAY

OPT. DROPPED TRAY

OPT.
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About the community

Prosperity
• Starting from the mid $400s

• 1,670+ square feet

• Two to Three bedrooms

• Two bathrooms

• Two-car garage

No one understands the importance of 

community like Del Webb. Del Webb 

communities are an extension of the 

homeowners who live there – a collection 

of passions and activities you love to enjoy 

with others. When you choose to build in a 

Del Webb 55+ active adult community, you 

get the benefit of more than six decades 

of homebuilding experience. With homes 

designed for how you live, including 

the features that matter most to you, all 

backed by a warranty you can rely on, 

you’ll feel secure now and into the future. 

Our streamlined process makes it easy 

for you to build the home you’ve always 

wanted in the kind of vibrant community 

you’ve been looking for.

Del Webb Naples

6028 Victory Drive, Ave Maria, FL 34142

239-842-9643

From the $300,000s - $1,000,000+

Del Webb Naples brings premier resort-

style amenities and a lifestyle nothing short 

of extraordinary to Ave Maria. Here, daily 

possibilities for new adventures await. 

Where every day is different – and entirely 

up to you. From a dip in the pool to a 

friendly game of pickleball, in Del Webb 

Naples you’ll find countless opportunities to 

grow, thrive, and enjoy those new passions 

you’ve been waiting to explore. Del Webb 

Naples provides amenities, programs, and 

support needed for health and wellness, 

conveniently located right where you live. 

No matter how full or fulfilling you want your 

days to be, you’ll find a way to energize 

your mind, body, and spirit the way you’ve 

always wanted to. Enjoy golf, bocce ball, 

bicycling, dance instruction, art, endless 

ways to socialize, and opportunities to give 

back to the community that surrounds you. 

No matter one’s stage in life, in Del Webb 

Naples you’ll never cease to be amazed at 

how rich your days can be. We believe you’ll 

like it here.

OPT. DROPPED TRAY
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PASS THRU

OPT.
SINK

OPT. DROPPED TRAY

O
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.
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OPT.  DZ

OPT. TRAY

COVERED LANAI
12'-0" x 10'-0"

OPT. PATIO EXTENSION
14'-0" x 10'-0"

L

WIC

L

FOYER BATH 2

PORCH

FLEX
12'-4" x 10'-0"

GATHERING ROOM
12'-4" x 18'-0"

OWNER'S SUITE
13'-0" x 14'-0"

CAFE
12'-8" x 10'-2"

KITCHEN

LAUN

BEDROOM 2
11'-9" x 10'-1"

2 CAR GARAGE
20'-3" x 20'-5"

O. BATH
P

HVAC
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About the community
Maple Ridge at Ave Maria is a thoughtfully 

designed community with a myriad of home 

designs, all of which combine beautiful curb 

appeal with impressive interior layouts built 

for modern lifestyles. CC Homes is the builder 

behind this community and they are among 

the many reasons Ave Maria has become such 

a rapidly growing neighborhood attracting 

new residents from the Gulf Coast, Southeast 

Florida and beyond. With more than 75 years 

of combined experience in South Florida real 

estate, Mr. Armando Codina and Mr. Jim Carr 

along with Mr. Andres Miyares have set a new 

standard for quality new construction homes 

in desirable communities, with a wide range of 

pricing from entry-level to prestigious exclusivity. 

CC Homes communities throughout Florida have 

been recognized for their incredible market 

appeal, outstanding quality, and resident 

satisfaction time and time again, having built 

thousands of homes and residences. Homes 

built by CC Homes are designed to improve 

people’s lives. Modern features, smart floor 

plans, and upscale amenities combine for the 

ultimate Florida lifestyle.

Homeowners at Maple Ridge are pampered 

with high-end designer features included in the 

base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods include 

a brand-new clubhouse for residents with resort-

style pool and cabanas, fitness center, billiard 

room, exercise park, concierge, coffee bar, 

exhibition kitchen, and kids’ room.

Starting from the $300,000s
CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five  
new home builders in South Florida and 
Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-
family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge 
neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered 
with high-end designer features included in 

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods 
include a brand-new clubhouse for 
residents with resort-style pool and cabanas, 
fitness center, billiard room, exercise park, 
concierge, coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and 
kids’ room.

Maple Ridge

5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Maria, FL 34142

833-729-1783 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com

Harbour
• 3,522 a/c square feet

• Four to six bedrooms

• 3½ to 5½ bathrooms

• Ground floor
 owners suite

• Two- or three-car
 garage

Firs t Floor

Second Floor

Save Big with Quick Move-In Home Incentives, 
Available Now! 9 Model Homes Open Daily.
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About the community
As part of the highly sought after new 

home community, Maple Ridge at Ave 

Maria- Silverwood offers exciting residential 

choices to buyers. Silverwood provides 

homeowners the perfect home at a great 

value. All of these single-family homes are 

beautifully designed with Mediterranean-

inspired architecture and an inviting array of 

designer features included as well as some 

custom options available. Both Silverwood 

and Maple Ridge have a superb location 

within Ave Maria, so residents benefit from a 

great school district and sense of community. 

Floor plan spotlight: The Huntington is a new 

construction, one-story home with three 

bedrooms, two baths, great room, eat-in 

kitchen, storage, master suite with walk-in 

closet and attached garage. Premium 

features included that are standard include 

designer brand faucets and fixtures, and tile 

flooring. Gourmet kitchens have stainless 

steel appliances, European-style wood 

cabinetry and quartz countertops. A spa-

like master bathroom features double sinks 

with quartz vanity tops and  a spacious 

shower.

Select homesites available. Inquire today!  
CC Homes is ranked as one of the top 

five  new home builders in South Florida 

and Southwest Florida, offering affordable 

single-family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple 

Ridge neighborhoods. Homeowners are 

pampered with high-end designer features 

included in the base price. Maple Ridge 

neighborhoods include a brand-new 

clubhouse for residents with resort-style 

pool and cabanas, fitness center, billiard 

room, exercise park, concierge, coffee bar, 

exhibition kitchen and kids’ room.

Maple Ridge

5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Maria, FL 34142

833-729-1783 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com

Huntington
Model home is now 
open for viewing.

• 1,630 a/c square feet

• Three bedrooms

• Two bathrooms

• His and hers walk-in
closets in master 
bedroom

• One-car garage
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About the community
Lennar is excited to bring its popular 
Everything’s Included® homes and 
resort lifestyle amenities to the charm, 
convenience, and values of Ave Maria. 
The National Golf & Country Club will 
offer a fresh coastal aesthetic throughout 
the home designs and on-site amenities 
including an 18-hole Gordon Lewis-
designed golf course, complimented by 
world-class amenities for the entire family to 
enjoy. A variety of floorplans will be offered 
in Terrace and Veranda condominiums, 
coach homes, and executive and estate 
single-family homes.

The National Golf & Country Club will 

feature its own clubhouse with a pro shop, 
formal and casual dining, a resort-style pool 
and spa, fitness center with yoga/aerobics 
room, spa treatment rooms and beauty 
salon. Active residents can take advantage 
of Har-Tru tennis courts, pickle and bocce 
ball, a putting green, chipping area, and 
a driving range. This all-encompassing 
amenity campus is designed to bring the 
community together, with spaces for friends 
new and old to gather.

Whether you are a seasonal resident or 
looking to lay down roots, The National 
Golf & Country Club has the ideal home 
for you.

From the upper $200,000s - $800,000s+
Lennar is one of America’s leading builders 
of quality homes since 1954, and is one 
of the biggest homebuilders in Southwest 
Florida. 

Experience unprecedented value through 
Lennar’s Everything’s Included®, simply 
including quality features and finishes that 
homeowners want and need, at no extra 
charge.

Simplify your home buying experience 
by including everything you need in a 
new home and community. And once 
you find your perfect home, our family of 
companies are there to assist you every 
step of the way with your mortgage, title 
and insurance needs for an enjoyable and 
hassle-free closing.

The National Golf & Country Club

6090 Artisan Court, Ave Maria, FL 34142

239-867-9090 | www.TheNationalVIP.com

12' X 11'

12' X 10'

19' X 20'

10' X 11'

13' X 11'

21' X 16

16' X 15'

10' X 18'

CL

KITCHEN

OWNER'S
SUITE

FAMILY
ROOM

DINING
ROOM

BEDROOM 2

WH

LA
U

N
D

RY

FOYER BATH

ENTRY

2 CAR GARAGE

BEDROOM 3

DEN

DW

REF.

PANTRY

BATH

OWNER'S
BATH

WIC

W

D

22' X 11'

COVERED
LANAI OPT. 

OUTDOOR
KITCHEN

Maria
• Starting from the $500,000s

• 2,247 square feet

• Three bedrooms + den

• Three bathrooms

NOW SELLING GOLF AND NON-GOLF SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS

Learn the possibilities of 
Everything’s Included®



AVE MARIA SUN    www.AveMariaSun.com DECEMBER 2023    A19

Unearthing Our Forgotten History: 
Ave Maria’s Fort Doane

ERICA FISH

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Nestled in eastern Collier County, Ave 
Maria’s stunning landscapes and vibrant 
communities have become sanctuary for 
many of Florida’s most notable animals and 
native plants, and with thousands of acres 
of preserves surrounding Town, a historic 
past remains protected in the area’s mix of 
royal palms and swamps.

Located west of Town is the site of Fort 
Doane, a former U.S. military supply camp 
and army depot during the Second Semi-
nole War, which served soldiers on recon-
naissance missions for up to two days at a 
time. The camp was garrisoned by the 8th 
Infantry: Companies B, C, D, E and I under 
the command of William Jenkins Worth. 
The fort’s scouting parties consisted of 30 
to 40 soldiers, with 10 to 20 men remaining 
as guard during infirmary leave.

The Seminole Wars – spanning across 
1816 to 1858 – were among the longest and 
costliest conflicts in United States history, 
having imprinted a forever mark on the 
legacy of present-day Collier County and 
the surrounding regions. Eight army forts 
were built near what would geographically 
now be called our county: Old Fort Foster, 
Fort Poinsett, Fort Harell, Fort Keias, Fort 
Doane, Fort Keys, Fort Simon Drum and 
Fort Cross. Local historians, like Dr. Emily 
Thompson, have uncovered evidence sug-
gesting this Southwest Florida area became 
a significant battleground during the Sec-
ond Seminole War (1835 – 1842), as the 
U.S. Army aimed to remove Seminoles 
from the southern lands and place them in 
western reservations.

Established during the second war’s Big 
Cypress Campaign on Dec. 21, 1841, Ave 
Maria’s fort was named in honor of Ser-
geant John Doane of the same infantry, 
who died in combat the day prior – a fellow 
soldier killed the same day, Private William 
Foster – would be honored by Old Fort 
Foster, the earliest military post in Collier 
County. But, by January 1842, the Doane 
camp was abandoned after one month of 
militant use. Background research suggests 
several trails were used in a transportation 
network which linked various forts in the 
Big Cypress vicinity including Doane with 
neighboring camp, Fort Keias, located near 
Immokalee’s Lake Trafford.

In 2003, Florida historian Dr. Knetch 
documented that “Fort Doane’s manifest 
would have consisted of food and ammu-
nition [balls and caps for Mississippi per-
cussion rifles]. These supplies would have 
arrived at the fort site via wagons pulled by 
mules and stored either in a log or plank 
enclosure, with tarpaulin tents providing 
shelter when troops rested.”

As awareness grew, efforts were under-
way to preserve and interpret the site. In 
2004, Barron Collier Companies (BCC), 
developer of Ave Maria, proposed the site 
require a thorough archaeological survey 
– field work began that following May, 
covering close to 5,000 acres.

“The purpose of the historic site cam-
paign was to locate and identify any prehis-
toric and historic period sites or structures 
located within the Ave Maria property,” 
said author Ralph Van Blarcom of “Semi-
nole War Artifacts & A History of the Forts 
of Florida.”

Intensive metal detecting and subsurface 
archeological testing were conducted in 
the effort, and as a result, no evidence was 
found, determining the abandoned fort 
area as a “general vicinity location historic 
archaeological site,” with address labeled: 
NE 2 miles County Road 858, 6 miles W of 
State Road 29. There is no public access to 
this location.

“Although no physical evidence of the 
Seminole War’s Fort Doane installation 

or any 19th century occupation 
was found within the project area, 
BCC recognizes the importance of 
Seminole War history to Collier 
County and Southwest Florida,” 
said Ron Jamro, former director of 
Collier County Museums.

After construction of Ave Maria’s 
Town Center began in February 
2006, some debate rumbled post- 
archeological dig, as historians and 
historical societies disagreed with 
the State of Florida’s conclusions 
and believed the Fort Doane site 
of the Second Seminole War was 
moved and became active again 
during the Third War.

“The site of Fort Doane was 
first identified in the 1940s by D. 
Graham Copeland as the site of 
Fort Keias, although his own notes 
indicate that he may have been 
misled by local traditions… A 
review of the contemporary maps 
of this period indicates the site 
is indeed Fort Doane,” stated the 
8CR660 Florida report.

It was soon determined that Fort 
Doane, originally situated near 
Ave Maria, was relocated five miles 
northwest when recommissioned 
for duty during the Third Semi-
nole War. The new location placed 
it in proximity to the bustling army 
installation known as Camp [Fort] 
Keias, positioned northeast of 
Doane’s initial site. 

The coordinates for Fort Doane 
during the Second Seminole War 
were 81°27°100° longitude and 
26°16°500 latitude, while during 
the Third Seminole War, the coor-
dinates shifted to 81°30°900° lon-
gitude and 26°19°550 latitude.

In his journals, Copeland 
observed the site as “a series of 
trenches from six inches to one-
foot-deep running partly at angles 
eastward from the Cypress and 
thence southerly and easterly a 
distance of about 500 feet thence 
westerly about 200 feet to the 
Cypress.”

The discovery and preservation 
of Fort Doane and its land serves 
as a reminder that lying deep in 
our marshes is a complex Flori-
da history deserving of recogni-
tion. As the years progressed, it 
remained a duty to the Barron 
Collier Companies and Ave Maria 
Development to guard the fort 
site, having permanently staked 
the area once led by artillery-filled 
wagons and commands.

Sources 
Seminole War Artifacts & A Histo-
ry of the Forts of Florida, by Ralph 
Van Blarcom, https://books.goo-
gle.com/books?id=Ck6BYBqEun-
MC&printsec=copyright#v=onep-
age&q&f=false 

Collier County Museums, col-
liermuseums.com

State of Florida Files – Fort 
Doane (8CR660), floridadep.gov/
publicfiles 

Journal Entries by land surveyor 
D. Graham Copeland, circa 1940, 
dos.fl.gov/historical/preservation/
master-site-file

Joe Knetsch, Ph.D. – Florida 
History & Fort Doane Research, 
2003, dos.fl.gov/historical/preser-
vation/master-site-file

Florida’s Vanishing Trail, by 
James Hammond, books.google.
com/books/about/Florida_sVan-
ishing_Trail.html?id=HV80mO-
j8p0AC 

Rand McNally & Company’s 1880 map shows the location of army forts during the Third Seminole Rand McNally & Company’s 1880 map shows the location of army forts during the Third Seminole 
War. The latest research shows Fort Doane during the Second Seminole War to be 5 miles southeast of War. The latest research shows Fort Doane during the Second Seminole War to be 5 miles southeast of 
the location marked.the location marked.

PHOTOS FROM JAMES HAMMOND’S, “FLORIDA’S VANISHING TRAIL” 

A Civil War military map from 1850 highlights Fort Foster, Fort Doane and Fort Simon Drum in mod-A Civil War military map from 1850 highlights Fort Foster, Fort Doane and Fort Simon Drum in mod-
ern Collier County. The present boundaries of Collier County encompass Big Cypress Swamp, where ern Collier County. The present boundaries of Collier County encompass Big Cypress Swamp, where 
Seminole Native Americans, led by their last chief Billy Bowlegs, withdrew after the Billy Bowlegs Wars Seminole Native Americans, led by their last chief Billy Bowlegs, withdrew after the Billy Bowlegs Wars 
(1856-57). In 1857, Chief Billy and 160 tribe members were captured in the swamp, and on May 4, (1856-57). In 1857, Chief Billy and 160 tribe members were captured in the swamp, and on May 4, 
1858, they were shipped to Native American reservations in the West.1858, they were shipped to Native American reservations in the West.
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The Dance Academy ribbon cutting was well-attended by students, teachers, family and friends.

Dance Academy Embraces New Direction 
BY SANDRA YEYATI 

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

 In August, Maple Ridge residents Okkie 
and Charl Van Wyk purchased the Town 
Center’s Ave Maria Dance Academy and have 
been setting the place abuzz for the past three 
months with strategic renovations, a fresh 
slate of instructors, expanded class offerings 
and numerous plans for the future. 

 According to Okkie, this labor of love 
came to pass in large part because her daugh-
ter Adryan has been studying dance since 
she was three years old. “We’ve experienced 
firsthand the joy of dance. It has shown my 
daughter growth, strength and confidence 
throughout the years,” she explained. “From 
a parent’s perspective, I can bond with my 
daughter as a backstage mom, driving her 
to recitals, helping her with costumes and 
makeup. I’ve seen her grow into a beautiful, 
mature dancer and independent person. This 
could be a legacy that we leave her, a studio 
where she will be able to continue her passion 
for dance and offer others the opportunity to 
dance.” 

A freshman with a dance scholarship from 
Ave Maria University (AMU), Adryan per-
forms on the Gyrenes Dance Team. She is 
also one of the dance academy’s eight new 
instructors, most of which are AMU under-
grads and lifelong dancers. The academy is 
looking to hire a few high school students as 
teaching assistants, offering leadership and 
mentoring experience for the right candi-
dates. 

“Dance teaches you skills that you wouldn’t 
necessarily get otherwise, like how to do your 
makeup for dancing, how to get your cos-

tume ready, learning choreography quickly, 
learning a routine, memorization and musi-
cality, leadership, discipline and confidence,” 
Adryan shared. “It’s also a fun sport that 
allows self expression and friend making. 
Dance creates a lot of opportunities and 
memories, and there’s always a chance to take 
it with you, whether you’re young and taking 
dance classes or in college on the dance team, 
or when you’re older, you can teach dance... 
There’s no age limit. You can always pursue 
and grow and learn new skills. Overall, it’s 

just a great way to keep your body active, 
and it teaches you a lot physically, but also 
mentally. You have to be hardworking and 
dedicated.” 

Under the Van Wyks’ management, the 
academy has added daytime courses three 
times a week for homeschoolers, beginning 
with a mommy-and-me session at 9 a.m. 
(daddies also welcome), followed by hourly 
classes until noon for older kids up to age 18. 
“This is for children who are homeschooled 
or day classes for children who want to learn 
dance but do not want to perform in a recit-
al,” Okkie noted. “It has been exciting to see 
the cute 18-month or 2-year-olds with their 
tutus. I also enjoy seeing all the children’s 
excitement of dance and seeing them prog-
ress.” 

The academy offers evening and Saturday 
morning classes in ballet, tap, jazz, theater 
jazz, lyrical, pointe, hip-hop, modern, tum-
bling and fitness. Weekly ballroom dancing 
for couples is slated to begin in January, and 
the academy is also expanding its offerings 
to adults with the addition of adult ballet, as 

well as strength and conditioning courses. 
The ballet curriculum has been restructured 
into eight levels so that students can progress 
from one level to the next based on skill, 
irrespective of age. 

According to Okkie, the most dedicated, 

Members of the Gyrenes Dance Team.

Adryan and Okkie Van Wyk in the academy’s 
store.

Charl and Okkie Van Wyk

“Dance creates a lot of opportunities and 
memories, and there’s always a chance to take 

it with you, whether you’re young and taking 
dance classes or in college on the dance team, 
or when you’re older, you can teach dance... 

There’s no age limit.”
— Adryan Van Wyk
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The Van Wyk family.

hardworking and passionate dancers will 
be invited to join and perform with the 
Ave Maria Dance Company at community 
centers, nursing homes and events through-
out the year. “We’re collaborating with the 
Immokalee Chamber of Commerce and the 
Ave Maria Master Association to get our 
performers out into the community. The 
Dance Company is the face of Ave Maria 
Dance Academy,” she remarked. “It’s some-
thing for younger girls to work toward. They 
take more dance classes, are expected to learn 
choreography very quickly, and will generally 
work harder.” 

With a focus on optimizing the space and 
making dancers comfortable, academy ren-
ovations include a modern, pleasing color 
scheme, new flooring in the lobby and dance 
studio, ballet barres on the walls to expand 
studio space and functionality, a dancers’ 
lounge for relaxing and making friends, bath-
room upgrades and a dedicated store with 
leotards and dance supplies. 

The Van Wyks plan to open the space for 
multiple uses when classes are not in session. 
They will be offering birthday party packages 
next year. Dance-and-dine parties in collab-
oration with area restaurants are also in the 
works. The academy is a proud sponsor of 
the Gyrene Dance Team and makes the space 
available to them. “We are excited for more 
dancers to join the Ave Maria Dance Acad-
emy family,” Okkie said. “The studio invites 
anyone interested in dance to reach out.” 

Ave Maria Dance Academy is located at 
5068 Annunciation Circle #103. For more 
information, call 239-261-2606, email info@
avemariadanceacademy.com or visit ave-
mariadanceacademy.com. 
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COMMUNITY
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are woven throughout Ave Maria, connecting 
residents to parks, picnic pavilions, preserves 
and lakefront sitting areas. Parks encourage 
outdoor recreation and activities, offering a 
variety of gathering and play places, includ-
ing a playground, dog park and sports ven-
ues with ballfields, basketball, tennis and 
bocce courts, and disc golf. The town also 
has a popular water park, home to waters-
lides, a lap pool, splash area, water aerobics 
and beach volleyball. 

The team at the Ave Maria Master Asso-
ciation also coordinates a year-round calen-
dar of community-wide recreation, activi-
ties and signature can’t-miss events. 

Residents of the town’s distinct neigh-
borhoods also enjoy private amenities, from 
grand country club-inspired clubhouses, 
championship golf, tennis and pickleball 
courts, resort-style pools and their own 
social schedules. Ave Maria’s growing 
business and commercial establishments 
provide on-site convenience for groceries, 
everyday essentials, restaurants, entertain-
ment, shopping and healthcare. The town 
also offers A+ academics with Ave Maria 
University, classic K-12 Catholic educa-
tion at Rhodora J. Donahue Academy and 
a preschool for children 2 to 4. A public 
Collier County elementary school is also in 
the works. 

Del Webb Naples, which features the 

most comprehensive Del Webb amenity 
campus in Southwest Florida, won the 
Community of the Year Sand Dollar in 
the $500,001 to $1 million category. The 
community offers two clubhouses, including 
the 15,000-square-foot Grand Hall, where three 
adjoining social halls accommodate 350 guests 
and sweeping outdoor verandas, gathering areas 
and the Rusty Putter Restaurant with an alfresco 
bar elevating Florida’s outdoor lifestyle. 

The Oasis Club, also spanning 15,000 square 
feet, is the community’s destination for health and 
wellness, offering a fitness center, resort-inspired 
pool, lap pool and 18 courts for pickleball, bocce 
and tennis. 

“Every day at Del Webb Naples brings new 
opportunities for personal growth, social inter-

action and a sense of belonging,” said Josh-
ua Millward, Del Webb Naples’ onsite lifestyle 
director who organizes a year-round social cal-
endar of events and activities, including concert 
outings, art classes and gardening workshops. 
“Here, residents can embrace the joy of retire-
ment while enjoying an array of activities, fos-
tering new friendships and relishing a life of 
leisure and fulfillment.” 

  Del Webb Naples also offers over 15 miles 
of walking trails and optional membership at 
Panther Run Golf Club, featuring 18 holes of 
championship golf. 

With over 1,000 homes closed and a new 
phase now available, this active adult utopia 
offers condominium carriage homes, villas 
and single-family homes overlooking rolling 

golf fairways and lakes. 
  Lennar won the Sand Dollar for product 

design under $1 million for an estate resi-
dence in The National, its golf community at 
Ave Maria. Representing the three-bedroom, 
three-bath Bougainvillea floor plan, the home 
emphasizes flowing open main living spaces 
connecting to an oversized covered lanai with 
a fully equipped outdoor kitchen, tongue-
and-groove ceiling, stacked stone backsplash, 
and a pool and spa. 

  Ave Maria offers new homes priced from 
the high $200,000s to $800,000s. For more 
information, visit AveMaria.com or call the 
New Home & Welcome Center at 239-352-
3903. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Unlock retirement bliss at Del Webb Naples, offering a vibrant lifestyle with championship golfing and over 15 miles of scenic walking trails.

Step inside the Sand Dollar award-winning Bougainvillea floor plan by Lennar and tour over 25 designer-furnished model homes by Ave Maria’s four 
premier builders: Del Webb, CC Homes, Pulte Homes and Lennar.

Sun-kissed days and poolside fun – our residents bask in the joy of shared moments by the water. Our exteriors radiate curb appeal, blending architectural beauty with natural splendor.



AVE MARIA SUN    www.AveMariaSun.com DECEMBER 2023    A25

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 P
H

O
TO

S

BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

On Saturday, Oct. 28, from 3 to 6 p.m., 
Ave Maria came alive with Halloween 
fervor as community members donned 
their favorite costumes, toting treat 
bags for an evening of candy, games, 
and a spirited costume contest in the 
Ave Maria Town Center. The event, 
known as Trunk-or-Treat, featured 
themed live music, a DJ setting the 
vibe, delicious food and beverages, 
along with lively after parties.

Spooktacular Fun at Trunk-or-Treat
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Left to right: Terrell Bryant, Zaida Hernandez, Lisa Gentile, Paul Klempert, Angela Cherkis, Sandy Shemp, Jeriel Cambell and Rick Johnson

Wheels of Resilience: Ave Maria’s Bike Club
BY GLENN MILLER 

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Bicycles are ubiquitous in Ave Maria, seam-
lessly blending into the landscape alongside 
palm trees and pickleball courts, serving 
various purposes from basic transportation 
to recreation and exercise. 

 Paul Klempert, 71-year-old founder of the 
Ave Maria Bike Club, sat outside The Bean 
in late October, reflecting on the early days 
of the Bike Club, previously known as Flat 
Tyres. 

“People are interested in other activities 
here besides just tennis, pickleball and bocce,” 
Klempert remarked. Undeterred by Florida’s 
scorching summer days, Klempert continued 
to ride, making a concession to the heat by 
advising, “Just bring two water bottles.” 

Klempert delved into his passion for 
cycling, the club, and his remarkable come-
back from what initially seemed like a death 
sentence - a Stage 4 pancreatic cancer diag-
nosis. 

Fortunately, Klempert clarified that it 
was a misdiagnosis, crediting the Sylvester 
Comprehensive Cancer Center in Miami for 
determining he didn’t have cancer but instead 
had pancreatitis. This determination set him 
on the path to recovery, both in terms of 
health and pedaling the roads of Ave Maria 
on one of his three Trek bicycles. 

“Thank God for the Sylvester Cancer Cen-
ter,” Klempert said. Experiencing symptoms 
such as jaundice, itching on the arms, and a 
lack of energy, his weight dropped from 241 
pounds to 169 pounds over roughly a three-
week span. Having since added a few pounds, 
he underwent regular check-ups, with his last 
one in August. 

Club vice president John Hibler fondly 
recalled meeting Klempert on Oil Well Road 
three years ago, a moment that forged a last-
ing connection. As Hibler pedaled along, he 
noticed Klempert seemingly stranded on the 
roadside, initially thinking it was due to a flat 
tire. However, to his surprise, Klempert’s tires 
were in good condition, and the stop was for 
an entirely different reason. This encounter 
marked the beginning of a friendship rooted 
in their shared enthusiasm for the Bike Club. 

Hibler, reflecting on the Ave Maria com-
munity and the club, described it as a very 
warm and welcoming place where friend-

ships effortlessly take root. “You just meet 
more people on the bike,” Hibler said, empha-
sizing the camaraderie within the club and 
highlighting the ease of forming connections 
compared to traditional activities like golf. 
According to Hibler, the Bike Club provides a 
natural environment for meeting new people. 

Fellow club vice president John Hibler, 
who encountered Klempert on Oil Well Road 
three years ago, shared his perspective on the 
community and the club. “It’s a very warm, 
welcoming community,” said Hibler. 

Describing it as a place where friendships 
easily form, he emphasized the camaraderie 
within the club, stating that making friends 
there is more natural than in a golf setting. 
“You just meet more people on the bike,” 

Hibler said. 
Hibler, a retired dermatologist, eagerly 

anticipates returning to Ave Maria from 
chilly Ohio, looking forward to the warmth, 
bicycle rides and the community. The Ave 
Maria Bike Club, as Tom Nuttle emphasizes, 
is about supporting each other on the roads 
of town.

Nuttle, the current vice president, 
expressed his gratitude for founding the 
club and acknowledged Klempert’s role in its 
growth. “I’m really glad I found Phil,” Nuttle 
said. 

Despite being smaller than some Ave 
Maria organizations, the Bike Club boasts 
an estimated 35-to-38 members, reflecting 
the community’s interest in activities beyond 

traditional sports. 
“We try to get as many members as we can 

to go out,” Klempert said. “We’ll maintain a 
steady pace like 10 or 11 miles an hour so 
that we can all talk.” Stronger riders can reach 
speeds of up to 22 or 23 miles per hour. 

Under Klempert’s leadership, the club 
extends its focus beyond riding. Plans include 
a benefit cancer ride in February for the 
Sylvester Cancer Center, covering 39 miles 
and open to riders of various ages and skill 
levels. Klempert’s weekly routine involves 
individual rides on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
and group rides on other days, exploring Ave 
Maria and occasionally venturing onto Oil 
Well Road. 

“We try to get as many members as we can to go out. We’ll maintain a steady pace like 10 or 11 miles 
an hour so that we can all talk. Stronger riders can reach speeds of up to 22 or 23 miles per hour.”

— Paul Klempert, 71-year-old founder of the Ave Maria Bike Club
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Inaugural Pickleball Winterfest Open Brings 
Competitive Spirit to Our Courts

BY GLENN MILLER

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

The undeniable popularity of pickleball in 
Ave Maria, and specifically within the Del 
Webb community, is evident everywhere you 
look.

A visit to the Del Webb Naples sales cen-
ter in October would have greeted you with 
a stack of printed October 2023 Activities 
Calendar on the coffee table. A brief perusal 
through the 31 days of October revealed 
pickleball activities scheduled for each day, 
all 31 of them.

While Del Webb Naples offers an array of 
activities, including bocce, tennis, canasta, 
water volleyball, mahjong, Ping Pong and 
more, it’s clear that pickleball reigns supreme.

No wonder a significant pickleball tour-
nament is on the horizon for Del Webb in 
January. The inaugural Winterfest Open is 
scheduled for Jan. 13-14 at the Del Webb 
Pickleball Center.

Event organizers Bill and Phyllis Olex, 
both avid pickleball players and Del Webb 
residents, have set the stage for competitive 
mixed doubles play. Bill, a Del Webb sales 
consultant, was initially resistant to the pick-
leball craze that swept the country a few years 
ago.

“Like most people, I fought it tooth and 
nail,” Bill, 58, confessed. “Now I’m addicted.”

The goals for the community’s inaugural 
Winterfest are straightforward.

“We want to showcase our Del Webb com-
munity,” Bill said. “We want to bring more 
people in to see how nice it is. We have 12 
pickleball courts.”

 He refers to 12 courts within Del Webb. 

Although other pickleball courts exist in 
greater Ave Maria, this event will be held 
exclusively in Del Webb.

Bill believes the tournament will contribute 
to selling potential buyers in his community.

“We’re hoping to bring people in to buy 
homes,” Olex said.

This underscores another power of pick-
leball.

Phyllis is a pickleball instructor who also 
gives lessons. The Olex duo plays in a pickle-
ball hotbed with over 300 pickleball members 
in their club.

The January event isn’t confined to Ave 
Maria or Southwest Florida; it aims to attract 
participants from other states as well.

“We’re hoping to bring people in from 
other states,” Phyllis, 65, said, with an antici-
pated turnout of about 200 participants.

The original plan for the event called 
for an October timeframe, but considering 
that snowbirds typically arrive in January, 
the decision was made to maximize player 
and spectator attendance with a winter 
event.

The Winterfest will offer different age divi-
sions and skill levels, with age divisions rang-
ing from 20-to-49, 50-to-65, and 66-plus.

The fact that the event will be in a 55-plus 
community doesn’t limit who can participate 
or watch.

“We didn’t want to limit it to adults 55 and 
over,” Bill said.

Various skill levels will be showcased, like-
ly ranging from 3.0 to 4.5-plus. The highest 
rating on the USA Pickleball website is 5.5-
plus.

An exhibition of professionals is scheduled 
for noon on the Sunday of the tournament, 
providing free entertainment for spectators.

Local pickleball pro Mae Brown will be at 
the helm of the event.

While most pickleball tournaments span 
three or four days, the inaugural Winterfest 
will be a two-day event.

“We have residents here that use those 
courts, so we have to shut them down for 
the tournament,” Bill said. “So, we’re trying 
to be respectful of the people who live here. 
I think two days for our first event is about 
right.”

Potential expansion to a three-day event 
(Friday to Sunday) may be considered if the 
Winterfest proves successful.

Tournament skill/age bracket winners will 
receive gold, silver and bronze medals. There 
will also be paddle raffles and tournament 
player giveaways. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Residents embrace the pickleball craze, deliv-
ering a smash hit performance on the courts 
as they engage in friendly and spirited play.
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

1. Guitarist Bruce Heckles and singer 
songwriter, guitarist Julie Patchouli livened 
the Farmers Market with their beautiful 
music.

2. At her first Farmers Market ever, Justine 
Gibbs harvests microgreens right before 
your eyes. She uses organic seeds and soil. 

3. The Ave Maria Farmers Market is pet-
friendly!

4. Choosing the perfect vine-ripe tomato is 
an art. 

First Farmers Market of the Season

1

23

4

Awake Your Passion...

PENDING

Carole Carpenter
239-249-2111
ccarpenter@johnrwood.com
www.carolecarpenter.com

for Real Community! Celebrate Life in Ave Maria!
Discover a small town community with great opportunites for 

connections, recreation, education, and volunteer work to make life 
meaningful A town founded on rural stewardship and value pricing. 

Meet Carole Carpenter and take a 
personal tour of this great town!

A realtor who offers Concierge Service and Trusted Advice
Participated on founding team of 

Ave Maria University and Ave Maria Town.
Resident for 13 years

Visit her website : www.carolecarpenter.com to see 
listings in Ave Maria or call direct at (239) 249-2111.

6201 NNOBILITY WAAYY  $$57575555555555555,0,0,0,0,0,0,,0,0,,0,,, 00

3BR+Den Pool/Spa Golf Membership Optional

5829 MAYFLOWERRRRRRRRRRRR WAY        $466,5000000

2 Bed+DEN  2 Bath

Curb Appeal Done Right

Landscaping • Maintenance • Pavers 
Lighting • Irrigation • PestControl

EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPE DESIGNERS AND INSTALLERS

Nothing says “welcome to our home” like a perfectly 
manicured yard. Fresh cut grass. Smooth, clean edg-
es. Healthy trees, shrubs and flowers.

At Cheney we make it our business to keep the exte-
rior of your home looking perfect! 

With over 20 years of experience, we know the area 
better than anyone else. We are experts in helping 
design, install and maintain breathtaking landscapes.

• Local Owners

• No hidden fees

• 100% guarantee

239-919-9167
www.cheneylandscaping.com

Locally owned 
and operated for over 

10 YEARS!
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Ave Maria’s Signature Events 
Promise Unforgettable Moments

BY SANDRA YEYATI 

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Winter in Ave Maria is awesome, not just 
because of the perfect weather, but because of 
the humongous festivals, live musical perfor-
mances, shopping extravaganzas, trolley tours 
and delicious feasts the folks at Ave Maria 
Development organize and sponsor. 

“We always try to make events better and 
better, year after year,” said events coordinator 
Donna Marquez. “We have an amazing team 
of people that come together to make things 
happen, including our events and marketing 
teams, the lifestyle staff at the Ave Maria 
Association, all of the interesting vendors and 
entertainers, and scores of wonderful volun-
teers, including the student volunteers from 
Ave Maria University.” 

This Big Kind of Small Town sure knows 
how to have a good time. Here are the 
2023-2024 Ave Maria Development Signature 
Events:

Farmers Market 
Every Saturday, November 4 to April 27 

This year, the Ave Maria Farmers Market is 
the biggest ever, with over 50 vendors from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. It’s fun to socialize with neigh-
bors, shop for the freshest, locally sourced 
foods and support the many small business 
owners that live in the area. Live music from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. adds to the festive vibe. 

 Numerous artisanal food vendors offer 
delights you won’t find in any store, such as 
European-style breads and pastries; home-
made jellies, jams, guacamole and flavored 
oils; and premium meats and seafood. This is 
also the ideal place to get to know your farm-
ers at the two produce booths and to purchase 
plants and flowers to beautify your home. 

Also in the mix are purveyors of cre-
ative products, such as handcrafted soaps 
and beauty supplies, Indigenous home goods, 
t-shirts with fun sayings and inspiring quotes, 
fashion-forward accessories and beautiful 
works of art. Expect an array of local service 
professionals, too—people you can meet and 
talk to about real estate, interior design, finan-
cial planning, solar energy or Earth-friendly 
cleaning supplies. 

Free Music, Trolley Excur-
sions & Church Tours 
Every Tuesday, January 16 to April 23 

Every Tuesday in season, tourists and first-
time visitors of Ave Maria are treated to 
1-hour guided trolley tours running hourly 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Led by knowledgeable 
local historian Joe Marinelli, the excursion 
begins at the Ave Maria New Home & Wel-
come Center, located on the Town Center’s 
Annunciation Circle,  and travels to all of the 
neighborhoods and interesting spots around 
town

A rotating slate of musical entertainment 
livens up the Town Center from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., with exciting performances by 
saxophonist Jim Blackburn, the Jeff Hughes 
interactive band, songstress Wendy Renee, 
the Kelly and Mason jazz duo, Latin singers 
Harmony 2, folk band Patchouli, singer and 
acoustic guitarist Chris Stultz, and the Carib-
bean steel drum band Steely Pan! . 

As a companion activity the same day, 
the Ave Maria Catholic Church offers free, 
30-minute guided tours of its famous parish 
from 1 to 3 p.m., helping visitors learn about 
and explore the architectural and historical 
details of this intriguing building. Visitors 
are also encouraged to check out the Mother 
Teresa Museum at Ave Maria University, as 
well as the many wonderful shops and restau-
rants in the Town Center, Park of Commerce 
and Publix Retail Shops. Tuesdays are super 
fun in Ave Maria. Make a day of it! 

Taste of Ave 
Saturday, February 3 

This year’s inaugural Taste of Ave was a 
great success, proving that Ave Maria resi-
dents have everything they need right here in 

the community. It returns to the Town Center 
in 2024 from noon to 5 p.m.

 The popular event will include booths 
for small businesses, local charities and Ave 
Maria University, as well as the Biz Kids Expo, 
a showcase of products and services by 20 
to 25 emerging entrepreneurs that call Ave 

Maria home. The Collier County Sheriff ’s 
Office and Fire Department will be on hand 
to meet residents and offer safety advice. 

Expect live music by everyone’s favorite 
hometown bands, Steinbeck Way and the 
Back Country Boys, as well as face painting, 
balloon artistry, Adam’s Animal Encounters 

and a photo booth for a free family memento 
of the day. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to boost the 
local economy and forge meaningful relation-
ships within the community. Whether you’re 
looking for an interior decorator, financial 
planning advice or homemade cookies, 
chances are very good that one of your neigh-
bors is an expert and can fulfill your needs. 

Blues, Brews & BBQ       
Festival 
Saturday, February 17 

Each year, thousands come from far and 
wide to enjoy full sets by Southwest Flori-
da’s biggest names in blues entertainment. It 
is a massive party with finger-licking-good 
BBQ, quenching libations and thrilling per-
formances by Deb & The Dynamics, Old 
School, and Little Eddie and the Fat Fingers. 
Bring your lawn chairs and dancing shoes 
for Ave Maria’s biggest in-season party from 
noon to 5 p.m.

Family-friendly activities include face 
painting, the Fluff N’ Stuff booth where kids 
can build their own stuffed animal, airbrush 
tattoos, balloon art, mechanical bull rides, 
the Cool Cruisers car show and delicious 
mocktails for children of every age by the 
Tipsy Horseshoe. Be sure to stop by the photo 
booth to get a special portrait to commemo-
rate the event!

Margarita & Taco Festival 
Saturday, March 16 

Ave Maria embraces a Tex-Mex vibe at this 
year’s festival from noon to 5 p.m., featuring 
two outstanding country-music performanc-
es by Outta Hand Band and the Austin James 
Band. You might want to wear your boots and 
brush up on your line-dancing moves. This 
event promises to be a honky-tonk good time. 

Several food trucks and many of the town’s 
restaurants will be serving Latin cuisine, as 
well as delicious cocktails for adults and 
mocktails by the Tipsy Horseshoe for the 
kids. The Town Center will be vibrating 
with entertainment, including Lucha Libre 
wrestling Adam’s Animal Encounters, face 
painting, balloon artistry, the Fluff N’ Stuff 
booth where kids can build their own stuffed 
animal, airbrush tattoos and a free photo 
booth. Your face will hurt from smiling so 
much!  

COURTESY PHOTOS

Groovin’ at the Blues, Brews & BBQ Festival! The grounds are alive with beats, barbecue delights and vibrant energy of community celebration.

Savoring the flavor at Taste of Ave! Food vendors line Annunciation Circle, offering a feast for 
the senses during this community culinary extravaganza. 

Tuesday tunes and trolley tours!
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Dolphin- 
Inspired 
Beer A Hit
Oil Well Craft 
Beer donates 
proceeds to 
animal-assisted 
therapy  A23 ⊲

Girls Just 
Wanna 
Have Fun
What life is like for 
teenagers living 
in Ave Maria
A22 ⊲

Indoor 
Playtime
Kids stay cool 
playing inside 
Town Center’s 
Kibitz N’ Play
A24 ⊲ 

BY NANCI THEORET
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Ave Maria University’s football program 
has a knack for bringing out the best in 
first-year players. Last year Andrew Lege, a 
redshirted freshman from Louisiana, led the 
Gyrenes to a 6-3 season record, the NAIA’s 
2022 Sun Conference championship and a 
narrow 27-21 loss to in-state archrival Keis-
er University. Wide receiver Joshua Jenkins 
smashed team and single-game records as an 
NAIA All-American freshman in 2021, was 
named first team All-Sun division receiver, 
and continues to dominate the gridiron as a 
junior. Senior offensive lineman Jose Fernan-
dez was tapped for center his freshman year 
and has started in 25 of the Gyrenes’ 26 games 
in his three-season college career.  

Lege, Jenkins and Fernandez not only pos-
sess talent and the accolades to prove it, 
they’re also team leaders and role models 
for incoming freshmen aspiring to stand out 
during their inaugural season wearing the 
Gyrene jersey. This year’s freshman lineup 
sports seven local rookies hailing from Ave 
Maria and high schools in Collier and Lee 
counties, eager to play for Southwest Flori-
da’s only collegiate football team and an avid 
hometown crowd overflowing Gyrene Field’s 
1,000-seat capacity.  

“It’s a well-rounded team with depth and 
returning players,” said head coach Joe Pat-
terson, in his eighth year wearing the navy 
blue and kelly green. “We have key starters on 
both sides of the ball,” Patterson said during a 

BY NANCI THEORET
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

henever a group of 
friends, families or cyclists 

take to Ave Maria’s miles 
of bike lanes, walking paths, 

parks and playfields, they 
exemplify the town’s commit-

ment to health, wellness and 
social engagement – whether 

intentional or not. Opting for a salad instead of a 
steak at a favorite Town Center restaurant, attending 
a community activity or spending just a moment on 
precious me-time are also the many ways residents 
illustrate the town’s Blue Zones Project partnership 
focused on living longer, better lives. 

It’s that simple. 
 And Ave Maria makes it easy with a community 

design emphasizing bikes and hikes, a welcoming 
small-town spirit that knows no strangers, year-
round opportunities to connect with nature and 
each other, and comradery interlaced in the com-
munity’s fabric. It’s also among the eight local towns 

SEE FOOTBALL, A12 ⊲ SEE ZONE, A2 ⊲

Gyrenes Football 
Eyes Another 

Run to the 
Championship 

Title

COURTESY PHOTO
The Gyrenes stampede the field, kicking off 
their first home game of the season.

Ave Maria residents visit along Rosary Lake’s walking and biking path.

Town’s 

Blue Zone 

practices 

better 

health and 

well-being 

“Ave Maria is a walkable, bikeable 
community encouraging all 

homeowners to commit to adding 
healthier options to their lifestyle.”

— Carol DiFlorio, AMMA lifestyle director
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advertising  in  the  Ave Maria Sun.

239.333.2135

BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN
Comedy Nights at OASIS The Kitchen Lounge

COURTESY PHOTOS

Laughs echo through OASIS The Kitchen Lounge during regularly performed Comedy Nights hosted by Ave Maria and 
Southwest Florida’s most popular comics. Visit oasisthekitchenlounge.com for more information about upcoming events.

8900 Founders Square Dr, Naples, FL 34120

239.387.1988
KELLYSROASTBEEF.COM

Now Open!
yyyyooouurrrr nnnneeexxttt vvvviiisssiittt!!!yyyyyooouuuuuurrrrrr nnnnnneeeeexxxxxttt vvvvviiiisssssiiiiitt!!!yyyoouurrrr nnnneexttt vvviissit!!!yyyyyyoooooouuuuurrrrrrr nnnnneeeeeeexxxxxxtttttt vvvviiiiissssssiiiiitttttt!!!!!

(MINIMUM OF $25 PURCHASE, 
NO ALCOHOL INCLUDED, ONE PER VISIT)

EXPIRES 12.31.23
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COURTESY RENDERING

The future expansion of Ave Maria is seen through this Anthem Parkway Phase 5A overview map.The future expansion of Ave Maria is seen through this Anthem Parkway Phase 5A overview map.

An Anthem Parkway Extension is Coming 
BY SANDRA YEYATI 

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

As the fastest-growing community in 
Southwest Florida and one of the top-selling 
master-planned communities in the United 
States, Ave Maria is actively adding new 
neighborhoods, commercial space and rec-
reational amenities. With this growth comes 
the need for added infrastructure. 

In November, construction began on 
Anthem Parkway (Phase 5A), involving two 
roadway extensions near North Park and the 
Water Park at the intersection of Ave Maria 
Boulevard and Anthem Parkway. This added 
infrastructure prepares the area for growth 
in the next few years, including the addition 
of a public school. No significant traffic dis-
ruptions are expected with this work, which 
is estimated to take about a year to complete. 

While work on both roadway extensions 
will occur simultaneously, it is anticipat-
ed that an 850-foot northbound extension 
of Ave Maria Boulevard will be completed 
first to provide direct access to North Park. 
Workers will then complete the 3,600-foot 
extension of Anthem Parkway from the inter-
section at Ave Maria Boulevard moving east-
ward and ending with a roundabout that will 
connect to Hudson Way, in Avalon Park. It 
will include two lanes in each direction. 

This roadway project will alter the access 
configuration to both North Park and the 
Water Park. Notably, the current northbound 
left-in access from Anthem Parkway to North 
Park will be eliminated, with direct access 
from the south to be replaced by the previ-
ously mentioned Ave Maria Boulevard exten-
sion, which will connect to the North Park’s 
northwest access point. 

Twelve-foot, asphalt multi-use pathways 
running parallel to Anthem Parkway and 
Ave Maria Boulevard extensions will also be 
installed for pedestrians, bicyclists and golf 
carts, along with the lush landscaping that Ave 
Maria residents have come to expect and enjoy. 

Phase 5A will provide access to the future 
Ave Maria Elementary school on the north 
side of Anthem Parkway from land currently 
owned by Collier County Public Schools, and 
also offer full connectivity to another, yet-to-

be-permitted extension of Anthem Parkway 
called Phase 5B, which would continue the 
parkway to Pope John Paul II Boulevard and 
provide additional access to the northern, 
as-yet-undeveloped areas of Ave Maria. 

According to Dan Hartley, vice president 
of engineering for Peninsula Engineering, 
“During construction, maintenance of traf-
fic will be adjusted as needed, based on 
construction sequencing by the contractor. 
Those details have not been finalized at this 
time, but this is in an area of Ave Maria that 
does not have any through traffic, and access 
will be maintained to the existing parks, other 
than during potential short-term closures to 

complete the required improvements. I don’t 
anticipate any long-term closures to existing 
roadways. Appropriate maintenance of traf-
fic will be provided during the construction 
activities.” 

Peninsula Engineering obtained county 
permitting for Phase 5A and will contin-
ue to be involved throughout construction, 
inspecting the work for conformance to the 
design plans. As the construction project 
manager for Ave Maria Stewardship Com-
munity District (AMSCD), Peninsula Engi-
neering will also assist the district engineer, 
Agnoli Barber and Brundage, in construction 
management. 

“The community is growing in leaps 
and bounds,” said Sal D’Angelo, director of 
operations for AMSCD. “My understand-
ing is that by fall of 2026, the elementary 
school will be open, and at some point in 
the future, a public middle school, and 
they are going to be part of this growth 
and expansion for Anthem Parkway. It’s 
exciting! I know 5A is what they’re going to 
be working on first, and then that 5B com-
ponent. Once they complete all that, then it 
becomes part of the district’s inventory for 
operations and maintenance and upkeep, 
which is my world. More growth is coming. 
Stay tuned.” 

BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN
Panther Run Kiss Cancer Goodbye Tournament

BRENT KIRCHNER

Participants recently teed off at Del Webb Naples’ Panther Run golf course, taking part in the ‘Kiss Cancer Goodbye Tourna-Participants recently teed off at Del Webb Naples’ Panther Run golf course, taking part in the ‘Kiss Cancer Goodbye Tourna-
ment’ to raise funds for the Cancer Alliance Network.ment’ to raise funds for the Cancer Alliance Network.
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In her element on the field, Emma Schweitzer is at her prime, making history for Ave Maria’s soccer program.

Ave Maria University 
NAIA National 
Athletes of the Week 
» Trentyn Jackson - Football Defen-

sive Player of the Week- October 

3, 2018. 

» Derek McCormick- Football 

Special Teams Player of the Week - 

October 30, 2019 

» Devyn McCormick - Football 

Special Teams Player of the Week - 

September 28, 2020 

» Nicholas Hofmeister - Men’s Tennis 

National Player of the Week - 

March 31, 2021 

» Orianna Eldridge - Lacrosse Na-

tional Defensive Player of the Week 

- February 27, 2023 

» Bruno Duarte - Men’s Tennis Na-

tional Player of the Week - March 

16, 2023 

» Emma Schweitzer - Women’s Soc-

cer National Defensive Player of 

the Week - October 3, 2023 

Emma Schweitzer Becomes First National Player of 
the Week in Ave Maria’s Soccer Program History

BY GLENN MILLER

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

 Ave Maria University goalkeeper Emma 
Schweitzer excels in her element when oppo-
nents approach, poised to unleash shots at 
the net. Far from being intimidated, she rev-
els in the pressure. 

“I love the fearless aspect,” Schweitzer 
recently remarked. “I love diving. Not only 
that, I like being the leader on the field.” 

The world of NAIA women’s soccer is 
becoming acquainted with Emma Schweitzer, 
a Tampa Catholic High School graduate who 
made her move to campus in early August.

Two months into her journey at Ave Maria, 
Schweitzer earned recognition as the NAIA 
National Defensive Player of the Week for her 
outstanding performance against perennial 
powerhouse Keiser University on Sept. 27. 

Keiser, a two-time national champion 
ranked No. 11 in the nation, had never suf-
fered a loss or tie against the Gryenes. Sch-
weitzer, with 14 remarkable saves, played a 
pivotal role in securing the Gyrenes’ first tie 
against the Sun Conference rival. 

“I just remember on the sidelines jaws 
dropped to the floor and gasping,” said senior 
teammate Gabby Decker. “We wanted to run 
on the field but couldn’t. It was really excit-
ing. Hard to put into words.” 

The honor deeply touched Schweitzer. “I 
was very joyful,” she expressed. “I was very 
appreciative of the award.” 

Schweitzer made history as the first mem-
ber of Ave Maria’s soccer program to win a 
national player of the week award. 

The tied match earned a crucial point 
in the conference standings, propelling the 
Gyrenes into the Sun Conference playoffs 
for the first time in three years, according to 
Coach Tyler Rosser. 

The coaching staff consider themselves 
fortunate to have a goalkeeper of Schweitzer’s 
caliber, inheriting the position from the 
accomplished Maddie Samuelson. Beyond 
athletic prowess, they sought a player with 
character and dedication. 

“It’s like finding a needle in a haystack to 
find a really dedicated player who could pick 
up and build on what Maddie did,” Rosser 
said. 

Then came an email from Schweitzer. “We 
could just tell from her email how dedicated 
she is,” Rosser recalled. In the email, Sch-
weitzer expressed her genuine desire to come 
to Ave Maria and play soccer. 

Upon reviewing Schweitzer’s playing style, 
captured in film, and a subsequent visit a 
couple of months later, the coaching staff 
knew she was the keeper they would rely on 
for the next three years. 

The coaching staff remains impressed not 
only by Schweitzer’s saves but also by her joy 
and leadership off the field. “She spreads that 

to everyone she meets,” Rosser added. 
  Thalia Meza, assistant coach, noted Sch-

weitzer’s attentiveness and dedication during 
warm-ups, practices, and interactions with 
coaches. Since her arrival, Schweitzer has 
continued to improve under the guidance of 
goalkeeping coach Eddie Villarreal. 

Beyond the field, Schweitzer maintains a 
close connection with her parents, Craig and 
Linda. Her first call after receiving the news 
about the national player of the week award 
was to her mom. 

A critical element in the team’s transition 
to a freshman goalkeeper, according to Meza, 
is the grace displayed by senior goalkeeper 
Ariana Dale. “She’s been really wonderful,” 
Meza said. “You can imagine being a senior 
and then a freshman coming and doing all 
this, and she’s just been so humble. I think 
you can imagine the opposite happening, 
being resentful and jealous.” 

Not with the Gyrenes. 
Emma Schweitzer has truly earned glow-

ing accolades. “Probably one in a million in 
terms of what we’re looking for as a keeper,” 
Rosser said. 

And she’s only a freshman. 

LOW DOWN PAYMENTS - 
     LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS. 

711 West Main Street, Immokalee, FL 34112
Phone: (239) 657-3614  |  Email: karen@bhins.com  |  www.bhins.com  |  Se Habla Español

WE MAKE SURE YOU’RE ALWAYS WITH THE BEST COMPANY!
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The National Golf & Country Club’s 
Amenities and Events Flourish

BY NANCI THEORET

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

A sold-out meet-and-greet for 60 guests and 
happy hours in Town Center this fall, plus car-
dio tennis clinics and pickleball programs are 
giving residents a taste of the dynamic commu-
nity-centric lifestyle dawning at The National 
Golf & Country Club as more amenities make 
their debut and Angie Gore gets to work break-
ing the ice.

“I’m all about the fun,” said Gore, com-
munity relations and lifestyle director, who 
hosted The National’s inaugural resident event 
in November – Wine Down Wednesday. “I 
want residents and future residents to mix and 
mingle, enjoy live music, have a good time and 
meet their neighbors. My goal is to offer two 
to four events a week, both onsite and offsite.” 

And she’s getting creative, using model 
homes as entertainment venues as well as 
restaurants and other businesses around Ave 
Maria while Lennar continues development 
of the gated community’s expansive lakefront 
amenity campus. 

“We’re thrilled to offer residents a lively 
social scene at Ave Maria right now while the 
clubhouse amenities are nearing completion,” 
said Ashley Shenk, director of marketing for 
the national homebuilder. 

Activity on The National’s newly finished 
court complex foreshadows the future lifestyle 
awaiting sports enthusiasts. Lighted Har-Tru 
tennis and pickleball courts are open daily and 
offer a full schedule of tennis clinics targeted 
to tots, teens, adults and all skill levels and 
introduce neophytes to pickleball – America’s 
fastest-growing sport. The programs are com-
plemented by a tennis pro shop, staffed by a 
team of knowledgeable experts and stocked 
with must-have merch. 

On The National’s Gordon Lewis-designed 
18-hole championship golf course, the rolling 
greens hosted a battle between North and South 
(Team Canada vs. Team USA) and scrambles of 
the Halloween and holiday kind as league and 
tournament play gears up for high season. 
Open since January 2021, the course features 
one of Southwest Florida’s longest par-five and 
shortest par-three holes. The golf experience 
also includes an aqua driving range, putting 
green and pro shop. 

  Gore was also planning a holiday-themed 
celebration, hoping to showcase The National’s 
lifestyle and homes in three furnished models, 
one for appetizers, another for entrée-style 
hors d’oeuvres and a third for desserts, as well 
as a possible large-scale get-together in the golf 
cart barn.

“I want to create fun events,” she 
said. “And I’m also going to survey 
residents for input on events they’re 
interested in.”

Update! These amenities are now 
open! 

Next up is completion of the com-
munity’s resort-style pool, which will 
include cabanas channeling a vaca-
tion-everyday vibe, plus a nearby tiki 
hut, so quintessentially casual Florida 
you can almost hear the steel drums, 
is expected to open in spring 2024, 
immediately teleporting residents to 
a far-flung tropical island. 

The clubhouse, featuring fine and 
casual dining and places to gather 
and socialize, is also progressing. 

Gus Spatharos, area sales man-
ager at Lennar, said, “The National 
Golf & Country Club offers a life-
style of leisure and luxury with its 
resort-style amenities, an impeccable 
18-hole golf course and a state-of-
the-art clubhouse coming soon. With 
condos starting in the high $200,000s 
and single-family homes starting in 
the low $500,000s, The National 
offers more than a home – it offers 
the best of Florida living.”  

Planned for 1,300 homes, the 
community’s 18 floor plans include 
single-family executive and estate 
homes, coach homes, veranda con-
dominiums and terrace condomini-
ums overlooking golf and water, with 
the option of a bundled golf or social 
membership. With residences fea-
turing two to five bedrooms, two to 
three bathrooms and 1,120 to 3,473 
square feet in one and two stories, 
buyers are sure to find the right-sized 
home for their needs. Lawncare is 
provided for all homes, enhancing a 
low-maintenance lifestyle. 

Designer-furnished models, open 
daily, highlight the range of buy-
ing opportunities in The National, 
where Lennar’s Everything’s Includ-
ed® delivers unprecedented value by 
incorporating quality features and 
finishes homeowners want and need 
at no extra charge. 

Quick move-in homes are also 
available for immediate and near-im-
mediate occupancy. 

For more information about The 
National Golf & Country Club at Ave 
Maria, visit TheNationalAtAveMaria.
com or call 888-214-1476. 
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6082 National Blvd. #128                     $362,900
MLS# 223059056

National Golf & CC

5731 Declaration Ct.                $527,000
MLS# 223022840

Del Webb - Naples

5068 Annunciation Cir. #4202            $359,000
MLS#223066141

Residences at La Piazza

5433 Double Eagle Cir. #2922    $355,997
MLS# 223075390

Nation Golf & CC
4910 Seton Way                     $535,000

MLS# 223054726

Hampton Village

SOLD

ACTIVE ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Chewie Rivera 
“Top Sales Pup”

CALL TO SCHEDULE A BUILDERS OR LISTINGS TOUR

6437 Liberty St.                        $538,900
MLS# 223048365

Del Webb - Naples

ACTIVE ACTIVE

ACTIVE

SOLD

5047 Alonza Ct.                        $969,000
MLS# 223060864

Maple Ridge

ACTIVE

6023 Ellerston Way, Unit 1812                $324,900
MLS# 223059520

National Golf & CC

ACTIVE

6387 Prestige Ln.                       $607,000
MLS# 223065208

Del Webb - Naples

ACTIVE

5238 Ciatto Way                      $567,900
MLS# 223062951

Del Webb - Naples

ACTIVE


