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Nurturing Young Minds info Tomorrow’s Enfrepreneurs
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Ave Maria Ranks
as one of the Top
Master-Planned
Communities in

the Nation

BY SANDRA YEYATI
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

John Burns Research and Consulting
(JBREC) has named Ave Maria, Florida, one
of the Top Selling Master-Planned Commu-
nities in the United States, according to its
annual report. Coming in at number 16 in
this prestigious ranking is a testament to Ave
Maria’s stellar sales in 2023, with a net total of

BY MELANIE PEFINIS

652 new home purchases. Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

“What's impressive is that we're competing
with hundreds of other master-planned com- HARK TANK HAS NOTHING ON
munities, some of which are very large, with . Biz Kidz. Sure, the popular
20 builders or more,” said Michelle Mambuca, ' ABC TV show gives innovators

the marketing and public relations manager at ' "w,  atimein the spotlight. But very
Barron Collier Companies (BCC), Ave Maria’s ) few of these young entrepre-
developer. “This ranking means that people neurs can’t drive yet or even see
see the value in buying a home here. They see r _J over the steering wheel. That’s

it as a good investment with the kind of life- where Biz Kidz truly shines.
style they want to live, making Ave Maria one This program educates and
of the most popular destinations in the U.S. to encourages young entrepreneurs to put their
buy a home” dreams into action. Children learn about busi-

John Burns is a respected leader in the ness, supply and demand, marketing, finances,
real estate industry, providing independent and other lessons usually when they no longer
research and consulting services relating to require a babysitter.

the US housing industry. “Their research is
key, Mambuca attested. “We turn to JBREC
for trusted, unbiased, third-party recommen-
dations for market positioning, pricing and
proposed development concepts or product

SEE BIZ KIDZ, A10 »

"I have so much fun doing

AMELIA CONTE PHOTOGRAPHY

types” the markets, expos and trips
Ave Marias sales figures tell a story of . .
steady and speedy growth, a hallmark of a that Biz Kidz offers. | have
well-planned and maintained community. A ” . .,
total of 4,600 new homes have been sold since |eC| rned sOm UCh . Fro.m selling lemom.nde to soap, Ave Maria’s young entrepreneurs are
taking the community by storm. Joyful Lemonade, a standout at the
SEE TOP-RANKED, A20 »> — Ella Lyman, 11-year-old Fall Festival, raked in $700, while the Soap Sisters, with their slogan

‘Making joy one soap at a time, added a touch of sweetness.
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Oil Well Craft Beer’s Ugly Christmas
SweTr and Karaoke Party

i i

Let’s revisit the spirited celebration that was Oil Well Craft
Beer’s 6th Annual Ugly Christmas Sweater and Karaoke
Party on Dec. 23!

The karaoke stage witnessed joyous renditions of favorite
tunes, as attendees proudly showcased their outrageously
ugly Christmas sweaters. Bedazzled, brightly colored,

and boldly tacky, the sweaters set the tone for a night of
lighthearted celebration.

Craft beers flowed, creating a convivial atmosphere that
resonated with the holiday cheer. As the clock struck 9
p.m., the event fransitioned into an exclusive 21 and up
experience, ensuring an evening of adult-friendly festivities.
Cheers to the memories of craft beers, karaoke notes and
the wonderfully tacky sweaters!

COURTESY PHOTOS

SERIOUSLY DIFFERENT

MORALLY

RESPONSIBLE ZERO TOLERANCE

INVESTING

CONTRARIAN
THINKING

PROMINENT
CATHOLICS

AVE MARIA
MUTUAL FUNDS

1-866-AVE-MARIA avemariafunds.com

Past performance does not guarantee future resuits.

Schwartz Investment Counsel, Inc, aregistered investment adviser established in 1980, serves as investment adviser for Ave Maria Mutual Funds and invests only in securities that meet the Funds’ investment and religious requirements. The returns may be lower or higher than if
decisions were based solely on investment considerations. The method of security selection may or may not be successful and the Funds may underperform or outperform the stock market as a whole. All mutual funds are subject to market risk, including possible loss of principal.
Request a prospectus, which includes investment objectives, risks, fees, charges and expenses and other information that you should read and consider carefully before investing. The prospectus can be obtained by calling 1-866-283-6274 or it can be viewed at
www.avemariafunds.com. Distributed by Ultimus Fund Distributors, LLC. 200-131-011524 | 16320271-UFD-02/22/2023
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NAPLES

More space devoted
to amenities than any
other community in
Southwest Florida.

o 2 Clubhouses Totaling
Over 30,000 Sq. Ft.

o Full-Time Lifestyle Director

e 18 Sports Courts:
Pickleball, Tennis & Bocce

o Resort Pool & Spa

o Lap Pool

o Newly Refreshed
18-Hole Championship

Golf Course, Panther Run New Homes from the $300$

(memberships optional)
o The Rusty Putter Bar & Grill
¢ Indoor Golf Simulator
o Fitness Center &

Movement Studio : ’
o Card & Game Rooms , /& 5
o Activity Rooms for / ﬁ/&v/
= —

Community Events
o Catering Kitchens
o Café & Community Library

6028 Victory Drive,
Ave Maria, Florida 34142

(239) 842-9643

DelWebb.com/Naples ,ﬂ
R smE=s

At least one resident must be 55 years of age or better, a limited number of residents may be younger and no one under 19 years of age. Some residents may be younger than 55. Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. @
Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and depict models containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that é\_
may be available for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. ©2024 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 1-11-24

Avalon Park

at Ave Maria from the $400s

11 Home Designs
2-7 Bedrooms | 2-6.5 Bathrooms
Up to 5,300 Sq. Ft.

Create a home that’s uniquely
you, inside and out. An indoor haven

or an outdoor oasis. A private retreat or room to
entertain. A place to play or space to relax. Everybody
defines home a little differently -and we're here

to build a better home for you. With innovative,

ME

consumer-inspired home designs,

opportunities for personalization,

and versatile living spaces, a P
Pulte home offers the best in H

>
M/

O
7

livability.

Pulte.com/AvalonPark (239) 842-1657
4364 Washington PI., Ave Mariaq, FL 34142

*Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific home being offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may @
not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if ’z\'ﬁ

void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2024 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 1-11-24
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Midtown Plaza: Ave Marias Hub for Health, Dining & Retall Bliss

BY MELANIE PEFINIS

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

As we embrace the new year, the eagerly
anticipated completion of Midtown Plaza
is on the horizon. The addition of NCH’s
new facility at the southern end of the com-
mercial project expands Ave Maria’s Park of
Commerce comprehensive features, cater-
ing to the diverse needs of the community.

This immediate care medical center, af-
filiated with the NCH Healthcare System,
will feature a team of board-certified physi-
cians and medical professionals providing
on-site services seven days a week.

Information provided by Barron Collier
Companies (BCC) estimates the facility’s
conclusion in Summer 2024. With NCH
anchoring the 21,000 square foot center,
it joins an esteemed lineup including Cold
Stone Creamery, Dunkin, Sunshine Ace
Hardware, Ledo Pizza and Ave Nails.

Midtown Plaza is set to become Ave Ma-
rias go-to destination, whether youre in
the mood for a rejuvenating facial, a savory
slice of pepperoni or a delectable banana
split. After indulging, drop into NCH for
a medical check-up and ensure your back
is in perfect gardening shape for all that
mulch you just bought at Ace.

Part of this lifestyle includes the indul-
gent spa treatments offered at Ave Nails.
Manager Mr. Dang expressed, “Coming
to Midtown Plaza is the best thing that
happened to us” While snowbirds and
Ave Maria University students fill up his
schedule during the season, Mr. Dang ac-
knowledges that permanent residents keep
him and his staft busy throughout the rest
of the year.

Ave Nails offers services ranging from
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BRENT KIRCHNER, AVE MARIA UTILITY COMPANY

Midtown Plaza is expected to open in Summer 2024,

mani-pedis to facials, eyebrow treatments,
paraffin wax sessions, and foot massag-
es — the perfect way to treat yourself after
finishing your check-up at NCH’s brand-
new facility, and perhaps indulging in that
tempting banana split.

Centrally located at the corners of Ave
Maria Boulevard and Anthem Parkway,
the commercial plaza will serve as a hub
for the community. According to Cee Cee
Marinelli of BCC, they aim to continue
attracting businesses that complement the
Ave Maria lifestyle.

BT AFN MAESA. PLOALINE

LENNAR

Executlve Homes

m IENATIONAL

COUNTHRY CLUR

Now Selling Golf And Non-Golf
Social Membership Homes!

T ——

sl il

6098 Artisan Court | Ave Maria, FL 34142
239-208-6417 | 877-45-LENNAR | Lennar.com

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE

Plans to build out thi rotice. Please see

HOMES STARTING FROM THE MID $200s
Call 239-208-6417 or 877-45-LENNAR today to schedule your VIP tour!

onsultant. P agreement for actual

lee A Champlonshlp Llfestyle""'

Estate Homes

@ Bay Cre-ek Model ..-_:-_'

Welcome Home Center Hours: Q
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10am-6pm s

\\\\\\\\

feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, y and are subject notice. Items shown are artist’s ings and may i t are not

ge
allmodels or not included n the purchase prm Av.allablhty may vary. Sq. ft.

tted; actual sq ft.

izes may vary from home to home and may not

vehicles. reflect preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar does not guarantee the mnabmy of homes within the

Price subject g tice.Site plans, commuity

d y i dition. Tt
Lennar Cs ati it

WGHogo Everything’s Everything’s us.

i LENNAR HOMESLLC CBCDSSBQ‘O and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQI013633) 12/23. @

relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2023 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WC), the




AVE MARIA SUN | www.AveMariaSun.com JANUARY 2024 | A5

Naples Golf Cart

All New 2024 Models

Cash Deals or Low Monthly Payments

NEW! 4 Passenger 2024 BIGHORN GASOLINE POWERED, RED, 200cc 4 stroke engine. This cart is wider then normal
golf carts, flts 3 people in back seat and 3 in the front! Keep up with traffic at about 25 mph speed. $7,499 stock #2451

. ’ ﬁmm

@ £ -. e '*":“:
- & .

4 Passenger 2023 KANDI RED I50 amp AGM Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, I4” alloy rims & tires, bwlt in Charger
One year factory warranty SALE PRICE $8,499 stock #KB1928

4 Passenger 2024 KANDI FLAT BLACK 150 amp Lithium Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, 14’ alloy rims & tires, built in
Charger, Two year factory warranty. SALE PRICE $9,999 stock #KB2432
] AT T

4 Passenger (four Seat Forward) 2024 KANDI GRAY |50 amp Lithium Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, 14’ alloy rims &
tires, built in Charger, Two year factory warranty. $13,999 stock #658829

6 Passenger 2023 KANDI FLAT BLACK 150 amp Lithium Maintenance Free Battery, Lifted, 14’ alloy rims & tires, built in
Charger, one year factory warranty. Factory Accessories kit (cell phone holder, 5 panel mirror, extra cup holders) installed.
$11,999 stock #6B1864

Customize your cart! Choose to add stereo sound systems, custom rim & tire packages,
underbody LED light kits, side steps, custom made seat upholstery in different colors, cell phone
holders, extra rear view mirror, and cup holders
L B

| NABLES Free Delivery to Naples & Ave Maria

EULF (239)224-3464
www.NaplesGolfCart.com
901 Airport-Pulling Road South,
Naples, Fl. 34104
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Step info the Feshve Chorm of HomeTown Christmas

The Ave Maria Town Center trans-
formed into a winter wonderland with
cheerful holiday tunes echoing through
the air, delightful treats to savor, and a
myriad of joyful activities, this annual
event provided a heartwarming cele-
bration for residents attended. As we
reflect on the joyful memories created,
let the spirit of these past festivities con-
tinue to resonate, carrying the warmth
and magic of the season throughout the
year.

MORE MONEY
IN YOUR POCKET"

Earn more. Pay less.

At LMCU, our focus is always doing what’s right ] -
) ) : { 18 ! Erin and Chad
for our members. That's why we're the top credit 2 = T LMCU Members
union in the nation for member value, and why : - -
our members love banking here. You'll earn
more and pay less when you bank with us.

Becoming an LMCU member is easy.
Visit LMCU.org, call (800) 242-9790,
or stop by your local branch.

ALMCU

You'll banking here.

*MCU is rated #1 in the nation by Callahan & Associates for Return of the
Member among credit unions above $10 billion in assets, December 2022.
Erin and Chad are LMCU members and were compensated for their time.
Federally insured by NCUA.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

AVE MARIA, HERE’S WHAT YOUR NEIGHBORS RE SAYING

“Dr. Pelucacci and the entire staff were “I have some pain in my feet, and I “Dr. Jake Powers and his staff made my
friendly, welcoming, and extremely asked my Primary Care Physician who visit an absolute pleasure. Dr. Powers
professional. As a physician, I was he would recommend that I see, and he did a wonderful job explaining
impressed by the thoroughness of the referred me to Dr Lam. I called and problem/procedure/ expected outcomes.
exam and time spent including me in the  could have had an appointment the same I highly recommend this group for all of
decision making. What a great day! Great experience!” your podiatry needs!”

experience from check in to check out.” —Dan W. — Lindsey M.

— Dr. William B.

o
Al

DR. EILEEN DR. KEVIN DR. KARAN DR. ROBERT
RIVERO LAM MALANI BELLO

DPM, ABPM DMP, FACFAS, DABLES, DABPS DPM, AACFAS DPM, FACFAS, DABPS

Surgical Podiatrist Serving Southwest Florida Since 2005

Marco Island - Naples « Estero - Cape Coral
Fort Myers « Port Charlotte - Sarasota

BOARD CERTIFIED IN RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY ® BOARD CERTIFIED IN FOOT SURGERY
CALL TODAY!
(239) 430-3668(FOOT)

Or SCHEDULE ONLINE!
www.NaplesPodiatrist.com OO-
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Aced the Courts at Del Weblb Naples’
Winterfest Open: A Weekend of Pickleball Excitement
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The Del Webb Naples community
recently played host to an exhilarating
weekend of pickleball festivities, bring-
ing players and enthusiasts together for
a thrilling tournament and networking
event. Courts buzzed with competitive
energy as participants showcased their
skills, and everyone was welcome to join

in the excitement as spectators. The high-
light of the event was the Pro-Exhibition,
followed by the lively tunes of Southwest
Floridas beloved rock band, Steinbeck
Way. Attendees soaked in the vibrant at-
mosphere and camaraderie that permeat-
ed the tournament. .

b

1. From left, Tim Smith, Barb Deschenes, Andrea Blackwell and Lori Larkin.

2. From left, 3.0 level mixed doubles winners; siiver medalists Sharon Kolodynski
and Rod Kilgore, gold medalists Stephanie and Mark Kadlec, and bronze
medalists Nicolett Shand Manzano and Addam Shand.

. Stephanie and Mark Kadlec af the ready in their mixed-doubles match.,
. No room for error as Rod Kilgore hits the ball and Sharon Kowalski looks on.

. Dan and Lynn Lukas.

~N OO W

. Phyliis and Bill Olex.

. Keeping your eyes on the ball is job number one.

SANDRA YEYATI / AVE MARIA SUN

NAPLES
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Sunday Mornings

8:30am, 9:30am, 10:45am & 12pm
Kids Ministry all services

Youth Ministry

Sunday 9:30am, 10:45am & 12pm

Wednesday 7pm

10910 Immokalee Rd.
Naples, FL 34120

For more information

visit napleschurch.com

Paul and Maria Foslien
Founding & Lead Pastors

Tikh & %
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Avalon Park Unvells 11 Unigue Floor Plans
to Fulfill Your Dream Home Resolutions

BY MELANIE PEFINIS
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

The pursuit of your dream home as
a New Year’s resolution may be closer
than you think, especially with Avalon
Park, Pulte Homes’s family communi-
ty in Ave Maria, offering a choice of
11 distinct floor plans. While deciding
among these single-family homes might
pose a delightful challenge, the commu-
nity’s proximity to the Town Center and
exceptional amenities ensures that house
hunting is an ease.

Mike Egan, a Pulte sales consultant,
expressed his enthusiasm for the diverse
array of floor plans: “We love our models.
We strive to provide a range of floor plans
with a consumer-inspired approach,
catering to our customers” unique prefer-
ences and lifestyle needs”

The variety of floor plans and prices at
Avalon Park is truly diverse, with innova-
tive one- and two-story designs incorpo-
rating smart home technology, allowing
buyers to customize their homes based
on their family’s needs. This design strat-
egy stems from Pulte’s recognition that
the COVID-19 pandemic has reshaped
our perception of living spaces. Egan
noted, “We recognize that our customers
really had their priorities clarified in the
last three years. We've wanted to respond
by offering homes they can personalize
to fit their needs while at the same time
anticipating the dynamic demands of the
housing market”

Apart from the abundant amenities
in Ave Maria, including opportunities
for biking, walking, socializing and fit-
ness, Avalon Park adds special incentives
for growing families. New residents of
Avalon Park receive an exclusive 5-year
complimentary membership to the Ave
Maria Water Park, underscoring Pulte’s
unwavering commitment to enhancing
the customer experience.

The community charm and inclusive
atmosphere, highly valued by Ave Maria
residents, play a crucial role in Pultes
interest in establishing homes. According
to Egan, “The foundation of any success-
ful partnership is a mutual appreciation
for the unique qualities we offer one
another. Ave Maria is more than just a
community; it is a special ‘throwback
neighborhood that aligns with the desires
of our homeowners”

Customer input drives innovation
for Pulte’s design team, evident in their
popular Creekview and Stonewater floor
plans inspiring the new Layton and Lay-

The Layton’s opulent gathering room.

ton Grande floor plans.

So, if finding the perfect new home
is part of your resolutions for the year,
it seems like 2024 might be your time.
Egan expressed excitement for the
upcoming year, stating, “We have so
much to look forward to in 2024. As
families increasingly choose Avalon Park
as their preferred community for raising
their children, the growth of this vibrant
neighborhood is undeniable. Because
of Pulte and Ave Marias shared com-
mitment to excellence and a genuine
understanding of what makes Ave Maria
special, we are confident that this part-
nership will continue to be successful in
the years to come.”

COURTESY PHOTOS

"We love our models.
We strive to provide
a range of floor plans
with a consumer-
inspired approach,

catering to our

customers’ unigue

preferences and
lifestyle needs.”

— Mike Egan,
Pulte sales consultant

New residents of Avalon Park receive an exclusive 5-year complimentary membership to the
Ave Maria Water Park.

Covered lanai with outdoor space to enjoy in
the Layton Grande.

The Layton’s open-concept kitchen design.

The Layton Grande den is perfect for a home
office or optional guest bedroom.

A custom pool with water views in the Lay-
ton model.

WE SHOP FOR YOU!

—BHI

Bruce Hendry Insurance
AUTO e HOME * COMMERCIAL « BOAT » RV * MOTORCYCLE * GOLF CART » WORKERS COMP
WE MAKE SURE YOU’RE ALWAYS WITH THE BEST COMPANY!

OVER 25 DIFFERENT COMPANIES

LOW DOWN PAYMENTS -

AT [Srosmon E

LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS.

TRAVELERS

711 West Main Street, Inmokalee, FL 34112

Phone: (239) 657-3614 | Email: karen@bhins.com | www.bhins.com | Se Habla Espaiiol
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BiZ KIDZ

From page 1

The brainchild of Biz Kidz, JD Ribali,
evolved from a program that stagnated at his
wife Kristin's workplace. Her nonprofit had
been helping a Boy Scout earn his Entre-
preneur Badge. When the nonprofit could
no longer support the endeavor, JD and
Kristina broadened the idea and reimagined
the program. Through the years it has grown
more expansive and is continuing to reach
new heights.

“We just got our 5013c¢ nonprofit declara-
tion a few weeks ago,” said Ribali. “This will
allow us to apply for grants and other fund-
ing sources. For the past two years we have
been operating only on generous community
sponsorship and support from other small
businesses in Southwest Florida”

School-aged children can attend Biz Kidz
camps which consist of corporation themed
field trips, to local companies to witness
daily operations, or a special guest visit
where company managers evaluate the chil-
dren’s ideas and offer real life suggestions
and participate in the creation of kid’s prod-
ucts. “Members of the local business com-
munity will act as mentors to these children
and encourage them to pursue production of
their ideas,” said Ribali.

At the Biz Kidz Expo, row after row of
crafted items conceptualized and made by
the kids are put up for sale. Children have
the chance to follow their ideas from first
thought to fabrication to profit. And speaking
of profit, the average child makes $250 a day
at these events.
That sure beats a
paper route!

Also at the
Expo, prizes are
offered for the
most successful
business  plans.
This is in addition
to the profits kids
make when selling
their wares. Just
ask Lisa Lyman.
Her daughter Ella
holds the record
as the highest sin-
gle day earner so far at $1000. “She’s the most
down to earth young lady. And just so full
of drive and motivation to see her business
succeed,” said Lyman.

The business idea came to 11-year-old
Ella one day while walking her beloved dog,
Chicky. Holding the leash with one hand, she
was unable to text her mom about her route

"My kids all worked
for our family business,
and they saw first-
hand what goes into
running a company
and keeping your
product viable.”

— JD Ribali

i
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Bubble Bracelets by Madi & Fia features a variety of accessories, including turtle-themed bracelets. Buy two or more, spin the wheel, and win free priz-

es like stickers, notepads, pencils and more!

and ETA. She needed a third hand.
What to do, what to do? “My dog leash-
es are adjustable crossbody dog leashes
so you can walk your dog hands free,
said Ella. “T created my product early
in 2023 and started doing Biz Kidz that
April”

A video on the
Biz Kidz Facebook
page shows the col-
orful yarn creations
that free up hands
for texting, talking
or picking up those
certain things that
we all know are part
of walking your dog.

“I have so much
fun doing the mar-
kets, expos and trips
that Biz Kidz offers.
I have learned so

much. Ella noted. “I have gotten the
opportunity to improve myself and my
product, as well as my people skills”
Even stellar sales like Ella’s aren’t the only
motivator with Biz Kidz members. A grand
prize of $5,000 is also awarded at the Expo
to encourage children to continue pursuing
their dreams. The Biz Kidz frog logo seen

|~
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on their branding was designed by a former
member who now draws for Nickelodeon’s
SpongeBob SquarePants.

That logo will be front and center when
a new weekly Zoom meeting soon launches,
offering a place for kids to ask questions,
share ideas and brainstorm. “My kids all

R ey
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Meet Ella, the creative force behind For Dogs Sake, as she showcases her adjustable crossbody dog leashes—an innovative product that emerged from
Ave Maria’s young entrepreneurs, proving that age is no limit to entrepreneurial spirit.

COURTESY PHOTOS

worked for our family business, and they
saw first-hand what goes into running a
company and keeping your product viable,”
said Ribali. “They also learned that failure
is part of business. Our Zoom meeting and
other events let kids learn that you need to
be adaptable to succeed”

Ave Maria residents will have a chance
to witness the excitement of this program
and these youngsters when they visit the
community at this winter’s signature events
such as Taste of Ave and the Blues, Brews &
BBQ Festival. If the response at last autumn’s
Fall Festival is any indication, the kids will
be warmly received. Their Joyful Lemonde
product raked in $700. There’s nothing sour
about that!

In addition to dog leash inventor Ella,
Ribali proudly mentions other notable ideas.
At a recent event at Miromar Outlets, one
high schooler sold out of his product. “You
know those shoe charms that kids love to
put on Crocs?” he asked. “This boy devised
a lock for the charms, so they won't fall off
or get stolen” His product now has a patent
pending.

“Another one of my favorites would go
to Goodwill and buy old broken toys,” Rib-
ali continued. “He would isolate needed
components and then visit the thrift store’s
electronics section. He would take apart
circuit boards from different devices and
combine them with the toy parts to build his
own robots!”

Clearly, we should keep our eyes out for
Biz Kidz members on Shark Tank in the
future. As Ella summed it up, “I want to put
in a good word for Biz Kidz and how much
I truly enjoy it. I always look forward to my
next market!” After she walks Chicky, of
course.
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Dates and details are subject to change.
Call the Ave Maria New Home ¢~ Welcome
Center at 239-352-3903 for more infor-
mation. Follow Town Center businesses
on social media for updates and special
promotions.

B OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

Sunshine State
Steak Cook-Off

Indulge in a sizzling culinary experi-
ence at the 14th annual Sunshine State
Steak Cook-Off, hosted by the Knights
of Columbus. Taking place on Saturday,
Jan. 27 from 2 to 6:30 p.m. in the Ave
Maria Town Center, the event features
lively entertainment, beer vendors, a kids’
bounce house and an Arts & Crafts Festi-
val. Grill teams will showcase their skills,
preparing approximately 2,000 steak din-
ners for attendees to enjoy from 5:00
to 6:00 p.m. Be part of the excitement,
with winner announcements scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. Admission is free, and steak
dinners can be purchased for $30 in
advance at SunshineStateSteakCookOff.
com or $35 on the day of the event.

Ave Maria Marathon 2024

On Saturday, Feb. 10, from 7 a.m. to
1:30 p.m., experience a day of fitness and
fun! Athletes of all levels can participate
in the Friends & Family Mile, 5K, 10K,
half marathon or full marathon. The
races commence and conclude in the
Town Center, and don’t miss the vendors’
expo from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. For additional
details and registration, visit alpha.win/

event/ave-maria-fl.

MERCHANT EVENTS

The Bean at Ave Maria

Check out The Bean’s drive-thru coffee
cart located in front of The Pub at Ave
Maria every day from 6:30 to -8 a.m. and
swiftly purchase muffins, bagels, hot and
iced coffee and more!

Discover the latest weekly special drink
announcements, expertly crafted by our
talented baristas, at facebook.com/the-
beanatave.

Every Tuesday, dive into family-friend-
ly Bingo fun where winners can snag
complimentary drinks, ice cream, and
more!

Galentine’s Day Brunch- Celebrate
the special bond of friendship with their
Galentine’s Day Brunch on Wednesday,
Feb. 14! Gather your gal pals for a morn-
ing of indulgence and togetherness as
they serve up a delectable brunch spread.
From savory delights to sweet treats, their
mentu is designed to make this Valentine’s
Day memorable. Whether youre single
or coupled up, join The Bean for a heart-
warming brunch that honors the joys
of friendship. Make it a date with your
besties and treat yourselves!

High Tea- Indulge in an exquisite High
Tea experience at The Bean on March 9.
Join them for a delightful afternoon filled
with assorted sandwiches, delectable des-
serts, pastries and a selection of hand-
picked teas. Whether you come alone
or with friends, this is your chance to
dress up and treat yourself to a charming
teatime. The chef has curated a special

menu, and spots are filling up quickly
based on verbal interest, so be sure to
R.S.V.P. to secure your place or table.
Tickets are $30 each, and all ages are wel-
come. Additionally, they have a special
drink menu available upon request.

Mercato at Ave

With 16 charming vendor spaces
known as “casitas,” Mercato at Ave brings
you a diverse array of local products
ranging from exquisite candles, soaps,
and clothing to beauty supplies, jewel-
ry repair, and more. The array extends
to convenient services like drop-off dry
cleaners and a fragrance station. Indulge
in high-end sneakers, savor delicious ice
cream and cupcakes, and discover much
more—all under one lively roof!

At Mercato at Ave, the experience goes
beyond shopping. Revel in the atmo-
sphere with free Wi-Fi, savor handcrafted
coffee beverages, or unwind at the wine
and beer bar. Lounge areas invite you to
relax, while live music creates a delight-
ful ambiance. Don’t miss the opportu-
nity to capture memories at the special-
ly designed mural, perfect for striking
photo moments.

Explore more about their diverse range
and upcoming activities on their Face-
book page and Instagram, as well as their
website mercatoatave.net.

Oil Well Craft Beer

Indulge in delicious sub sandwiches
available daily from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call
(239) 354-4454 to place an order!

Every Monday through Saturday from
5 to 8 p.m. there is at least one food
truck at the Park of Commerce serving

scrumptious food to go with libations.

To Go Tuesdays: $1 off crowlers and $2
off growlers.

Wine Wednesdays: $1 off wine.

Ladies Drink Specials on Thursdays: $1
off drafts and wine for ladies.

Don't miss National Beer Can Appreci-
ation Day on Wednesday, Jan. 24! Crowl-
ers will be $2 off all day.

Adult bingo is on Wednesday, Jan. 24
and March 13 at 7 p.m., hosted by the
wonderful Cruise Planners Team of Jack-
ie and Dan Rategan!

Experience the rhythm at Music Bingo
with DJ DiFlo on Monday, Jan. 29, Feb.
19 and March 18 from 7 to 9 p.m. Arrive
early to secure your spot, as it tends to fill
up quickly!

First Friday Celebration on Friday, Feb.
2 from 5 to 7 p.m. Open to the Public!
Live music, fun games, raffles, prizes and
more.

Join in the family fun at Family-Friend-
ly Bingo hosted by Realtor Sara Callahan.
Enjoy free prizes on Saturday, Feb. 3 and
Saturday, March 2 from 6 to 8 p.m.

The Ave Maria Business Meeting will
take place on Monday, Feb. 12 and March
11 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All small business
owners are welcome to come and net-
work!

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a special
edition of Adult Bingo, hosted by the
Cruise Planner’s dynamic team, Jackie
and Dan Rategan, on Wednesday, Feb.
14, at 7 p.m.

J&J Creation4U is back to host the
Brew and Paint Party on Tuesday, Feb. 20
and March 12! It’s only $35 to secure your

SEE ALL AROUND AVE MARIA, A12 »

THINKING OF SELLING OR BUYING A HOME?
WE ARE HERE TOHELP YOU!
CALL ROB LANDON & 'j_-'_-
MARK DRANSFIELD NUW'__ 3

OFFERING A FREE HOME WARRANTY FOR ANY BUYER
OR SELLER THAT LISTS OR BUYS WITH US.

Jﬂl

ft?"f"'"i;'

o T TN
LDFLORIDAREALTY.COM
239.408.5320 & 310.465.3698

REALTOR

Curb Appeal Done R:ght

Locally owned
and operated for over

10 YEARS!

Landscaplng Maintenance *= Pavers
Lighting = Irrigation = PestControl

® | ocal Owners
® No hidden fees

® 100% guarantee

EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPE DESIGNERS AND INSTALLERS

Nothing says “welcome to our home" like a perfectly
manicured yard. Fresh cut grass. Smooth, clean edg-
es. Healthy trees, shrubs and flowers.

At Cheney we make it our business to keep the exte-
rior of your home looking perfect!

With over 20 years of experience, we know the area
better than anyone else. We are experts in helping
design, install and maintain breathtaking landscapes.

239-919-9167

www.cheneylandscaping.com
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COURTESY PHOTOS

Dive into Pokémon Pack Wars at Way Out Toys & Games every Tuesday from 6:30 to 7 p.m. for a thrilling, bingo-style game. For $20, participants receive three packs of the latest Pokémon
cards, engaging in four rounds of strategic play. Compete for victory and exclusive prizes in this fun-filled event, welcoming Pokémon enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels!

From page 11

seat and includes one drink. Seats fill up
quickly, so R.S.V.P. to 239-354-4454.

Get ready to twist and shout at the
Sock Hop 50s Dance Party on Satur-
day, Feb. 24 from 8 to 11 p.m. Dance
down memory lane to the iconic tunes
of Buddy Holly, Elvis Presley and Little
Richard. Don't forget to dress in your
best 50s attire!

Come celebrate St. Patricks Day on
Friday, March 15 from 6 to 9 p.m. They’ll
be bringing back their famous Irish Red,
along with some delicious Shepherd’s Pie
Nachos from Mambo!

Get ready to salsa and dance the night
away at Latin Night with DJ DiFLO on
Saturday, March 23 from 9 p.m. to 12
a.m. Due to overwhelming demand, this
event is back for a night of Latin beats
and lively rhythms. Please note that this
event is for ages 21 and up. Don't miss
out on the fiesta!

For more information about Oil Well
Craft Beer visit their Facebook page and
website at oilwellcraftbeer.com.

The Pub & Grill at Ave Maria

Enjoy Happy Hour every Monday
through Friday from 2 to -5 p.m., where
you can indulge in a buy-one-get-one-
free offer on select draft beers, well liquor
and wine.

The Secret Ingredient

Celebrate your birthday and enjoy a
special 20% discount on your favorite
regularly priced item. Don't forget to
bring your ID!

Every Monday is 55+ and Fabulous
Day! Shoppers ages 55 and up save 10%
off one regularly priced item.

Discover the excitement of their Week-
ly Wednesday Sale, where a special item
is offered at a discounted price. Stay
tuned to their social media channels to
unveil the featured item each week!

All puzzles are 10% off on Monday,
Jan. 29 for National Puzzle Day.

Join them for a Valentine’s Day Cou-
ples Paint Party Celebration on Sunday,
Feb. 11 from 3 to 6 p.m. Seats are limited
and will fill up quickly, so please R.S.V.P.
to 239-213-0990.

An after-hours Ladies PJ Party is hap-
pening from 8 to 11 p.m. on Friday, Feb.
16. Join TSI for light hors doeuvres,
wine, spa products and more!

Save the date for the Cancer Alliance
Fashion Show at Del Webb Naples on
Saturday, March 9! Enjoy a 5 p.m. dinner,
a fabulous 6 p.m. Fashion Show, and stay
for raffles and a silent auction—all in
support of the Cancer Alliance Network.
Tickets will be available soon.

On Tuesday, March 19, TSI will have
their AMU Annual Style Show and Lun-
cheon. This Style Show benefits the Ave
Maria University Scholarship Fund. Call
239-213-0990 with any questions.

Stella Rose Way

A locally owned gift boutique and
home decor store offering a curated
selection of gifts, local artisanal items,
children’s products, home décor and
more.

With monthly special events, visitors
can explore the boutique’s offerings and
discover Ave Maria souvenirs, making
it a go-to destination for beautiful gifts
and specialty home decor. Stella Rose
Way aims to provide both residents and
visitors with a convenient and charming
spot to find the perfect present or add a
touch of goodness and beauty to their
homes.

For more information, check out their
Facebook page and visit their website at
stellaroseway.com.

Way Out Toys & Games

Kids and adults of all ages and skills
are invited to participate in the Pokémon
Pack Wars, a fast-paced, bingo-style
game, every Tuesday from 6:30 to -7 p.m.
For $20, each player receives three packs
of new Pokémon cards to keep and use
over four rounds of play. Winners receive
Pokémon prizes.

Every Thursday evening from 6 to 8
p.m., embrace the Lorcana Open Play
experience — a gathering for all ages to
delve into the captivating world of Lor-
cana. Whether you're a seasoned player
or new to the game, this event provides
an opportunity to learn, strategize and
connect with fellow enthusiasts. Lor-
canas blend of kid-friendly accessibility
and strategic depth makes it a game
suitable for everyone aged 8 and above.
Need cards? Starter decks are available
for purchase in-store, ensuring everyone
can enjoy the fun of Lorcana Open Play.

AVE MARIA UNIVERSITY
ATHLETICS

Schedule is subject to change, check
avemariagyrenes.com/calendar for away
games and updates.

Saturday, Jan. 27

W. Basketball vs. Coastal Georgia,
2 p.m.

M. Basketball vs. Coastal Georgia,
4 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 3
RGB South Florida Club, TBD

Wednesday, Feb. 7

Softball vs. Florida National,

2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

W. Basketball vs. Warner, 5:30 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. Warner, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 10

RGB Miami Club, TBD
Softball vs. Fort Lauderdale,
12 p.m. and 2 p.m.

W. Basketball vs. Keiser, 2 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. Keiser, 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Softball vs. New College of Florida,
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 16
Softball vs. Trinity Baptist (Fla.),
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 17

W. Basketball vs. St. Thomas, 2 p.m.
M. Basketball vs. RV St. Thomas,

4 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 20

M. Tennis vs. Palm Beach Atlantic,
TBD

W. Tennis vs. Palm Beach Atlantic,
TBD

Saturday, Feb. 24
RGB Eckerd Club, TBD

Monday, Feb 26
Lacrosse vs. Cumberlands (Ky.), 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 28
M. Tennis vs. Florida National, TBD
W. Tennis vs. Florida National, TBD

Saturday, March 2
Softball vs. Calumet (Ind.), 1 p.m.
and 3 p.m.

Monday, March 4
Lacrosse vs. Marian (Ind.), TBA

Wednesday, March 6
Lacrosse vs. Madonna (Mich.), 6 p.m.

Friday, March 8

Baseball vs. New College of Florida,
12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Lacrosse vs. Lawrence Tech (Mich.),
1 pm.

Saturday, March 9

Baseball vs. New College of Florida,
12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

RGB Millenia Atlantic, TBD

Monday, March 11

Baseball vs. Northwestern (Iowa),

12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Lacrosse vs. Franciscan (Ohio), 6 p.m.
Thursday, March 14

Lacrosse vs. Georgetown (Ky.), 5 p.m.

Monday, March 18
Lacrosse vs. Oglethorpe (Ga.), 6 p.m.

Friday, March 22

Baseball vs Florida Memorial,

12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Softball vs Keiser, 3 p.m.

M. Tennis vs. #9 Coastal Georgia, TBD
W. Tennis vs RV Coastal Georgia, TBD

Saturday, March 23
Baseball vs. Florida Memorial,
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12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Softball vs Keiser, 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Lacrosse vs. Warner, 5 p.m.

M. Tennis vs #12 SCAD, TBD

W. Tennis vs #12 SCAD, TBD

Wednesday, March 27
Baseball vs. Fort Lauderdale,
12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Wednesday, April 3
Lacrosse vs. Keiser, 6 p.m.

Friday, April 5
Softball vs. Webber, 3 p.m.

Saturday, April 6
Softball vs. Webber, 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Lacrosse vs. Life (Ga.), 1 p.m.

Friday, April 12
M. Tennis vs #3 Keiser, TBD
W. Tennis vs #3 Keiser, TBD

Saturday, April 13
W. Tennis vs #8 St. Thomas, TBD
M. Tennis vs #12 St. Thomas, TBD

Wednesday, April 17
Softball vs. Florida National,
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Friday, April 19
Baseball vs. Keiser, 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Softball vs. Florida Memorial, 3 p.m.

Saturday, April 20

Baseball vs. Keiser, 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Softball vs. Florida Memorial,

12 p.m. and 2 p.m.

Thursday, April 25
Baseball vs. Warner, 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Friday, April 26
Baseball vs. Warner, 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.

B AVE MARIA
RESIDENTS ONLY

Organizers request preregistration
for these resident-only events via the
Ave Maria Master Association (AMMA)
calendar at avemariamasterassociation.
com. For more information, call 239-
867-4322.

Family Fun First Fridays

These monthly free events, held on
the first Friday of each month, blend
musical entertainment with fami-
ly-friendly games and activities. The
January event will embrace a Winter
theme, featuring princesses, Way Too
Tall Torrie the stilt walker balloon artist,
DJ music and more. For the heart health
commemoration on Feb. 2, attendees
are encouraged to wear red for wom-
en’s health, and the live musician Paul
Demaris will perform from 5-7 p.m.
at Oil Well Craft Beer in the Park of
Commerce. Save the date for the St. Pat-
rick’s-themed celebration on March 1 in
the Town Center, which will showcase a
dance performance by the Celtic Spirit
Dance Academy, music, face painting,
and activities from 4-6 p.m.

AVE MARIA WATER PARK NEWS
The Water Park will have partial park

closures while undergoing segment ren-
ovations beginning January 8th. Resi-
dents should look out for updates and
information on water exercise classes etc.
in their Friday Flash E-blasts.

COFFEE WITH A TWISS

This casual gathering with AMMA
Executive Director Kim Twiss held from
10-11 a.m. every second Thursday of the
month allows homeowners to ask ques-
tions and get updates pertaining to the
Master Association and community news.
Next dates are Feb. 8 and March 14.

Ave Maria Stewardship
Community District (AMSCD)
Meetings

Monthly AMSCD meetings are open
to the public and held in the AMMA
meeting room Feb. 7 at 9 a.m. and Mar.
7 at 6 p.m. Visit avemariastewardship-
cd.org for more information, monthly
meeting books and schedule updates.

Onspot Dermatology

Located in the parking lot off Roma
Street and Avila Avenue (behind Tropical
Cafe Smoothie and Oasis: The Kitch-
en Lounge), OnSpot provides various
dermatological services in their state-
of-the-art mobile office. Services will be
available from 7:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. 15
minutes could save your life! Walk-ins
are currently available; however, it is rec-
ommended that you book your appoint-
ment before. Please visit their website
to book an appointment. Next dates are
Feb. 9, Feb. 19, March 2, March 20 and
March 30.

Embrace Life Series

Photographer and resident Patrick
O’Flaherty DDS presents inspiring wild-
life photography series set to music in
the AMMA meeting room from 7 to 8
p.m. Feb. 20, March 19 and April 16.
This presentation covers amazing wild-
life shots taken on his voyages, and also
has showcased enlightening photogra-
phy in places he has visited with Alliance
for Smiles Mission in counties all over
the world. Admission is free.

Broadway Palms
Dinner Theatre - Elvis:
A Music Revolution

Join your Ave Maria neighbors for a
dinner theater excursion to see the pro-
duction Elvis: A Music Revolution, live
on stage at the Broadway Palm Dinner
Theatre in Fort Myers on Tuesday, Feb.
13. The $80 per-person cost includes
dinner at 5:30 p.m. followed by the 7 p.m.
performance. Reservations are required
via the AMMA calendar. Transportation
is on your own; carpooling with friends
is encouraged.

Community Yard Sale and
Services Day

Offering Ave Maria residents an oppor-
tunity to sell gently used items and offer
services to neighbors, this communi-
ty-building event from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 24, in North Park, includes
DJ music, family-friendly activities, food
trucks, and other services. To reserve a
booth, rent tables and chairs or learn more,
visit avemariamasterassociation.com.

Fluid Art Resin Classes With
Artist Tammy Decaro

Join Tammy DeCaro in this fun and
creative class, “Pouring with Gadgets”
on Wednesday, Feb. 28, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Those in attendance will be using inter-
esting household items like strainers,
marbles and many others to create two
unique abstract fluid paintings. Plan to
bring two boxes or one large box that
can hold two canvases 11x14 or 12x12”.
A clean XL pizza box is a great choice.
Please visit the Ave Maria Master Asso-
ciation website to register.

Living With Wildlife

Living with Wildlife series resumes
on Wednesday, March 6, featuring Beth
Hamm. Join AMMA for a discussion
on the current season, covering top-
ics such as hatchlings and protective
mommas. Theyll address what to do
if you encounter a ‘nuisance gator, the
implications of ‘feeding a gator, potential
issues with fishing, and any questions
you might have. To participate, please
register on the Ave Maria Master Asso-
ciation website.

SPRING FESTIVAL

Celebrate spring Ave Maria-style from
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, March
23, in North Park, featuring the annual
Easter Egg Dash and Bunny Hop. A
bunny parade kicks off the day, followed
by egg hunt races for several age cate-
gories, an obstacle course for older kids
and an egg stroll corner for children 3
and under, and a lollipop drop! Vendors
and information booths will entertain
and educate. Admission is $5 per child
and free for parents and kids aged 2 and
under. Pre-registration is required and
will be available at the avemariamaster-
asssociation.com website calendar.

New Homeowners Social
and Orientation

New Ave Maria homeowners, and
homeowners who have not attended one
before, are invited to a social and infor-
mational event in the AMMA meeting
room, featuring a presentation by the
master association direction about liv-
ing in this community and the various
organizations operating in Ave Maria.
Check the AMMA website calendar for
dates and times. The next Orientation is
scheduled for Feb. 22 at 5:15 p.m. Social,
6 p.m. Orientation.

Adult Games Group

Adults looking for a friendly group
to socialize with and playing card-type
games (Skip-Bo, Sequence and others)
or Mexican Train (dominoes) are wel-
come to join the group from 1 to 3 p.m.
Mondays and Thursdays in the AMMA
card room.

SPORTS AND FITNESS
(RESIDENTS ONLY)

Swimming Lessons

Beginning March 11, the Ave Maria
Water Park will offer an eight-lesson pro-
gram sanctioned by the American Red
Cross that teaches kids how to swim and
be safe in the water. The eight, 45-min-
ute lessons are $65 and grouped by age:
water babies (6 months to 3 years old),
preschoolers (3 to 5 years old) and youth
(6 to 12 years old). Families must register
in person at the water park. For more
information, call 239-348-8384 or email
kellie.powell@fsresidential.com.

Free Fitness Classes
at South Park

These biweekly fitness classes at South
Park start at 9:15 a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays. For more information for

these and other class locations, text
instructor Nicolas Leon at 786-436-3323.

Tai Chi Fitness

Experience a meditative workout
that increases strength, mobility and
much more at 9 a.m. Wednesdays in the
AMMA event room. For more informa-
tion, contact instructor Mylyn Vedel at
myvedel@gmail.com or 239-220-4181.

Yoga Fitness

Yoga instructor Alexandra Salazar
returns to the Ave Maria Master Asso-
ciation for specialized classes geared
towards senior adults. Classes will be
held at 10 a.m. and will occur every other
Friday. If you would like to know more
or would like to register, please email
salexa2009@gmail.com.

Zumba Classes

These classes are on Saturday morn-
ings at 9:30 a.m. in South Park at the
Amphitheater, with instructor Genesis
North. For more information, cost and
updates, please contact Genesis North
via website at genesiszumba.as.me.

Quest Martial Arts Academy
Classes

Led by Kenny Quintero, a 20-year vet-
eran instructor, these martial arts classes
for kids to adults, start at 5 p.m. Mondays
and 9:30 a.m. Saturdays in the AMMA
event room, teach students discipline
and self-defense techniques while hon-
ing their focus, having fun and getting
fit. For more information, call Crystal at
239-371-6073 or visit questmartialart-
sacademy.com.

Sports Leagues
& Organizations

There are various seasonal indepen-
dent sports leagues and organizations
operating in Ave Maria, so for more
information on current availability,
please visit the Ave Maria Master Associ-
ation Website Calendar for any approved
fitness and sports conducted by indepen-
dent contractors.

Ave Maria Little League

Check out the Spring season informa-
tion for this home-based and very first
official league in Ave Maria who contin-
ues to have a winning history! League
play includes baseball, tee ball and soft-
ball for kids 4 to 14. For detailed infor-
mation and registration instructions,
visit avemarialittleleague.com or contact
avemariabaseball@gmail.com.
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Ave Maria Little League Hits It Out of the Park for Youth Development

BY GLENN MILLER
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

New Year’s Day is often associated
with college football bowl games. But on
New Year’s Day 2024, Little League soft-
ball and baseball were the sports of most
importance at South Park in Ave Maria.

A handful of softball players were
practicing informally on that spectacu-
larly sunny day under the watchful eye
of coaches and parents. A baseball coach
was also at the park to talk about Ave
Maria Little League.

Whether college football or adult
pickleball or golf, a fundamental appeal
of sports is camaraderie.

That is a theme 12-year-old pitcher
and team captain Ireland McDaniel ad-
dressed as she sat at a picnic table with
her parents.

What does the sixth grader like about
playing softball?

“Just how you make friends really
easily;” Ireland said. “They perfect your
imperfections.”

As Ireland spoke, her parents, Shan-
non and Steve, listened intently. In the
fall program, Ireland pitched nine hit-
less innings.

“I live vicariously through her,” Shan-
non said.

The softball team’s name is the Ave
Maria Angels.

“Aptly named, right?” Manager Joe
Asencio said.

He has two daughters on the team,
Harlow, 12, and Lena, 10.

The young Ave Maria Little League
baseball and softball teams programs
are growing.

The boys 9-11 age group baseball
team won the 2022 District 18 champi-
onship. That means they beat the older
and more established programs from
Naples and Golden Gate. That earned
them a trip to the sectional tournament
and the opportunity to play teams from
beyond this corner of Southwest Flor-
ida, eventually losing to Venice in the
title game.

As the community grows, so does
the Little League program. Asencio said
when he took over the program was in
“disarray”

“The girls couldn’t win,” Asencio said.
“And I mean not close. Not even com-
petitive”

He said the team was losing games
20-0 and even worse.

“They were getting hammered,” Asen-
cio said.

The team was losing to more estab-
lished programs such as those in La-
Belle, Naples, Fort Myers, Golden Gate
and Immokalee. Asencio wasn’t sure of
the precise record in 2023 but thinks it
was 8-5. The days of getting hammered
appear to be over.

In the fall season the Angels were 4-0.

“Were trying to build here from
scratch,” said Asencio, a military veter-
an with three years active service in the
Army and six years in the Air Force Re-
serve. The discipline and attention to de-
tail honed through all those years of mili-
tary service is now part of what he brings
to Little League softball and more.

“I try to bring good attitudes and that
hard work ethic,” Asencio said. “Give it
your all”

Giving your all means practicing even
on holidays such as New Year’s Day. Ire-
land McDaniel was one of those players
working out on the holiday. She was
honing her pitching talent.

Ireland has big dreams that include
someday playing in an elite collegiate
program such as those at the University
of Alabama or University of Oklahoma
or Louisiana State.

For now, the focus is Little League
and making the Angels better. She hopes
to see more girls come out to make that
short-term dream a reality.

“If they commit to playing softball
and want to get better at it, I feel the
team is going to be really good,” Ireland
said.

Ireland McDaniel is, according to
Asencio, the key to the team’s success.

“I don’t know how well we would do
without her;” Asencio said. “She sets an
example for the rest of the girls”

Ireland is two years older than Lena
Asencio, who has been inspired by the
older girl’s talent and work ethic.

“She’s a pitcher now, too, because of
her;,” Asencio said.

As Ave Maria grows and more fam-
ilies move into the community, more
youngsters will likely sign up to play
baseball and softball. Asencio recalls
what he saw on the final day of the fall
season at South Park.

“Literally 20 minutes before the game
starts, I look out and I see a father with
a daughter practicing” Asencio said.
“Who’s this? I went to go talk with him”

The daughter was signed up, growing
the team’s roster.

“She’s going to be on the team,” Asen-
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cio said.

The baseball program is also grow-
ing and improving. Ariel Hernandez,
the league’s public information officer,
pointed to the boys winning the 2022
district title against larger leagues as an
example. Other leagues are so large that
they select all-star teams from multiple
teams to compete in tournament play.
Not so in Ave Maria.

“So, my in-house team was my all-
star team,” Hernandez said.

The boys’ program, which also in-
cludes two tee-ball teams, has about 90
to 100 participants. Given the dynamic
nature of the community’s growth, Little
League officials expect it to grow even
more.

“We're getting a lot of requests on so-
cial media,” Hernandez said.

Little League coach Chris Luther is
in his third season coaching baseball in
Ave Maria. His son, Jameson, who turns
9 soon, is on the team and has pro-
gressed each season. Jameson started in
T-ball, then moved up to coach-pitch
and the catcher is now in player-pitch
as a catcher. His favorite player is Miami
Marlins center fielder Jazz Chisholm Jr.

His father has coached him at each
level.

COURTESY PHOTOS

"l try to bring good
aftitudes and that
hard work ethic.
Give it your all.”

— Joe Asencio, Ave Maria
Little League Manager

“We’re now moving up through the
ranks together,” Chris Luther said.

One of the rewards of coaching for
Mr. Luther is seeing the progress his
players make in all facets of the game.
Even over periods as brief as two or
three months he sees improvement.

Baseball or a variation of it is a big
part of life for the Luther Family. If
Jameson and his dad are not at the park
playing baseball, they can be found in
the yard playing wiffle ball.

“All the time,” Mr. Luther said.

League umpire-in-chief Jeremy Bre-
itag has been around the league longer
than the Luthers. He has been in Ave
Maria for six years. When he and his
wife and family moved into their Maple
Ridge home six years ago, they lived in
the only house on their street. Now that
street is filled.

“It’s all built out,” he said.

He’s helping to build Ave Maria Little
League. He wants the league to be about
more than winning and losing.

“I want to make sure we just don't
teach these kids baseball and softball,”
he said. “That they grow up to be great
humans, just great adults. I always say
baseball and sports in general provide
discipline, a lot of life lessons.”
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AVALON PARK

About the community
From the $400,000s - $1,000,000+

It's easy to stay active and have family
fun at Avalon Park. Located within
walking or biking distance to downtown
Ave Maria, Avalon Park attracts families
looking for exceptional schools, close
proximity to neighborhood parks, and
plenty of living space. Avalon Park offers
spacious homesites, unique architectural
exteriors, and 11 consumer-inspired

one- and two-story single-family homes
that combine Pulte Homes’ signature
quality construction and personalized
design opportunities. With home designs
including up to seven bedrooms and 6
1/2 bathrooms in 5,000-plus square feet
of living space, you are sure to find your
dream new home to fit your family’s
needs now and in the future.

Pulte

HOME
More Life Built In®

As one of the nation’s largest and most
respected homebuilders with more than
70 years of homebuilding experience,
Pulte Homes takes pride in putting

that experience to work for you. With
insightful, consumer-inspired home
designs, Pulte houses offer the best in
livability, with personalization options and

versatile living spaces fo make everyday
moments easier and more enjoyable.
With a clear focus on quality construction
and a simplified buying experience, Pulte
Homes will help you get into your dream
home easily. That’s More Life Built In®,
and that’s exactly what you'll find at
Avalon Park.

Avalon Park at Ave Maria

Cedar

* Starting from the low $400s

e 1,662 square feet
* Three bedrooms
¢ Two bathrooms

* Two-car garage

4364 Washington Place, Ave Maria, FL 34142

239-842-1657
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About the community
From the $300,000s - $1,000,000+

Del Webb Naples brings premier resort-
style amenities and a lifestyle nothing short
of extraordinary to Ave Maria. Here, daily
possibilities for new adventures await.
Where every day is different - and entirely
up to you. From a dip in the pool to a
friendly game of pickleball, in Del Webb
Naples you'll find countless opportunities to
grow, thrive, and enjoy those new passions
you’'ve been waiting to explore. Del Webb
Naples provides amenities, programs, and
support needed for health and wellness,

No one understands the importance of
community like Del Webb. Del Webb
communities are an extension of the
homeowners who live there - a collection
of passions and activities you love to enjoy
with others. When you choose fo build in a
Del Webb 55+ active adult community, you
get the benefit of more than six decades
of homebuilding experience. With homes

conveniently located right where you live.
No matter how full or fulfilling you want your
days o be, you'll find a way to energize
your mind, body, and spirit the way you've
always wanted to. Enjoy golf, bocce ball,
bicycling, dance instruction, art, endless
ways to socialize, and opportunities to give
back to the community that surrounds you.
No matter one’s stage in life, in Del Webb
Naples you'll never cease to be amazed at
how rich your days can be. We believe you'll
like it here.

designed for how you live, including

the features that matter most to you, all
backed by a warranty you can rely on,
you'll feel secure now and into the future.
Our streamlined process makes it easy
for you to build the home you've always
wanted in the kind of vibrant community
you've been looking for.

Del Webb Naples

OPT. PATIO EXTENSION
oo

COVERED LANAI

OPT. TRAY

ATHERING ROOM

e

OPT.DOORS

OPT. DROPPED TRAY.

Y

FLEX
12400

FOYER

PORCH

BEDROOM 2

ety

6028 Victory Drive, Ave Mariq, FL 34142

239-842-9643

Prosperity

« Starting from the mid $400s
¢ 1,670+ square feet

* Two to Three bedrooms

* Two bathrooms

 Two-car garage

AVE MARIA SUN
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MAPLE

IDGE

AT AVE MARTA

About the community

Maple Ridge af Ave Maria is a thoughtfully
designed community with a myriad of home
designs, all of which combine beautiful curb
appeal with impressive interior layouts built

for modern lifestyles. CC Homes is the builder
behind this community and they are among
the many reasons Ave Maria has become such
a rapidly growing neighborhood attracting
new residents from the Gulf Coast, Southeast
Florida and beyond. With more than 75 years
of combined experience in South Florida real
estate, Mr. Armando Codina and Mr. Jim Carr
along with Mr. Andres Miyares have set a new
standard for quality new construction homes

in desirable communities, with a wide range of
pricing from entry-level to prestigious exclusivity.

CC Homes communities throughout Florida have
been recognized for their incredible market
appeal, outstanding quality, and resident
satisfaction time and time again, having built
thousands of homes and residences. Homes
built by CC Homes are designed fo improve
people’s lives. Modern features, smart floor
plans, and upscale amenities combine for the
ultimate Florida lifestyle.

Homeowners at Maple Ridge are pampered
with high-end designer features included in the
base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods include
a brand-new clubhouse for residents with resort-
style pool and cabanas, fitness center, billiard
room, exercise park, concierge, coffee bar,
exhibition kitchen, and kids" room.

Save Big with Quick Move-In Home Incentives,
Available Now! 9 Model Homes Open Daily.

NN\

CC HOMES

Starting from the $300,000s

CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five
new home builders in South Florida and
Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-
family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge
neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered
with high-end designer features included in

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods
include a brand-new clubhouse for

residents with resort-style pool and cabanas,
fitness center, billiard room, exercise park,
concierge, coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and
kids” room.

Fairway

* 2,688 a/c square feet
¢ 3 o 4 bedrooms
¢ 2 to 3 bathrooms

¢ Two walk-in closets in
primary bedroom

* Covered ferrace
* 2 or 3-car garage

Maple Ridge
5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Maria, FL 34142
833-729-1783 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com
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SILVER' WOOD

About the community

As part of the highly sought after new
home community, Maple Ridge at Ave
Mario- Silverwood offers exciting residential
choices to buyers. Silverwood provides
homeowners the perfect home at a great
value. All of these single-family homes are
beautifully designed with Mediterranean-
inspired architecture and an inviting array of
designer features included as well as some
custom options available. Both Silverwood
and Maple Ridge have a superb location
within Ave Maria, so residents benefit from a

great school district and sense of community.

/NN

Floor plan spotlight: The Huntington is a new
constfruction, one-story home with three
bedrooms, two baths, great room, eat-in
kitchen, storage, master suite with walk-in
closet and atfached garage. Premium
features included that are standard include
designer brand faucets and fixtures, and file
flooring. Gourmet kitchens have stainless
steel appliances, European-style wood
cabinetry and quartz countertops. A spa-
like master bathroom features double sinks
with quartz vanity tops and a spacious
shower.

CC HOMES

Select homesites available. Inquire today!

CC Homes is ranked as one of the top

five new home builders in South Florida
and Southwest Florida, offering affordable
single-family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple
Ridge neighborhoods. Homeowners are
pampered with high-end designer features

included in the base price. Maple Ridge
neighborhoods include a brand-new
clubhouse for residents with resort-style
pool and cabanas, fitness center, billiard
room, exercise park, concierge, coffee bar,
exhibition kitchen and kids’ room.

>
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Balboa

* 1,921 a/c square feet
¢ 3 bedrooms
e 2 Y2 bathrooms

 Upstairs laundry

* Walk-in closet &
attached garage

Maple Ridge
5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Mariaq, FL 34142
833-729-1783 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com
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NOW SELLING
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@ THENATIONAL

GOLF & ~COUNTRY CLUB

AT AV MARNIA,. FLORIEA

About the community

Lennar is excited to bring ifs popular
Everything’s Included® homes and

resort lifestyle amenities to the charm,
convenience, and values of Ave Maria.
The National Golf & Country Club will

offer a fresh coastal aesthetic throughout
the home designs and on-site amenities
including an 18-hole Gordon Lewis-
designed golf course, complimented by
world-class amenities for the entire family to
enjoy. A variety of floorplans will be offered
in Terrace and Veranda condominiums,
coach homes, and executive and estate
single-family homes.

The National Golf & Country Club will

feature its own clubhouse with a pro shop,
formal and casual dining, a resort-style pool
and spa, fitness center with yoga/aerobics
room, spa freatment rooms and beauty
salon. Active residents can take advantage
of Har-Tru tennis courts, pickle and bocce
ball, a putting green, chipping area, and

a driving range. This all-encompassing
amenity campus is designed to bring the
community together, with spaces for friends
new and old fo gather.

Whether you are a seasonal resident or
looking to lay down roots, The National
Golf & Country Club has the ideal home
for you.

LENNAR

From the upper $200,000s - $800,000s+

Lennar is one of America’s leading builders
of quality homes since 1954, and is one
of the biggest homebuilders in Southwest

Simplify your home buying experience
by including everything you need in a
new home and community. And once

GOLF AND NON-GOL

L}

F SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS

W
‘L"‘pl'.:.ii'rli Ay

MR |
L -
" &

DINING

{ * Starting from the $500,000s

Florida. you find your perfect home, our family of ) =
k ’ BEDROOM 2 {[z DEN

Experience unprecedented value through ~ companies are Th§fe fo assist you evelry o < % = * « 2247 square feet
Lennar’s Everything’s Included®, simply step of the way with your mortgage, title - I - [\ =
including quality features and finishes that ~ and insurance needs for an enjoyable and N kel U * Three bedrooms + den
homeowners want and need, at no extra hassle-free closing. o BATH

2 CAR GARAGE Leeeel I * Three bathrooms
Chorge. 19'X 20' V]

ENTRY

* 2-Car Garage

BEDROOM 3
12X 10"

Learn the possibilities of
Everything’s Included®

The National Golf & Country Club
6090 Artisan Court, Ave Maria, FL 34142
239-867-9090 | www.TheNationalVIP.com

="
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TOP-RANKED

From page 1

the town’s establishment in 2007. Its ranking
for 2023 is a boost from the previous year’s
position at 18th place with 586 home sales.
According to Mambuca, 2024 sales are expect-
ed to be brisk, as well, with conservative esti-
mates set at more than 500 new home closings.

“Ave Maria is growing very rapidly due to
the lifestyle we offer and the price point of
new homes,” Mambuca asserted. “We offer
different types of homes to fit a price that you
like. Whether it’s growing families, mature
families, golf enthusiasts or active adults,
there’s something for everyone, for every
budget, which is why Ave Maria’s master plan
is so popular”

The community has four builders—CC
Homes, Del Webb Naples, Lennar and Pulte
Homes—offering more than 25 fully deco-
rated model homes available to tour. Prices
range from the high $200s to $800s, and the
average home price is in the $400s.

“From underground utilities to reliable
water service and amazing parks and rec-
reation settings, everything about the town
is very well planned out, and also very well
maintained with a board that helps make
decisions in the best interest of residents,
remarked Mambuca.

Another plus is Ave Maria’s rich sense of
community. The Ave Maria Master Associa-
tion (AMMA) puts together events for resi-
dents throughout the year, and within most
neighborhoods there is a lifestyle director
that also plans functions for their residents.
Ave Maria Development hosts several signa-
ture festivals throughout the year, drawing
thousands to the heart of town, while busi-
ness-sponsored events and a vibrant farmers
market in season invite people to connect
with one another and build relationships.

A wealth of amenities enriches this com-
pact town, which at buildout will have 11,000
homes and 1.8 million square feet of retail,
office and business-park uses. Numerous con-
nection points bring people together, such as
an accredited university offering program-
ming and sports games that are open to
the public; the Ave Maria Water Park for a
splashy good time; sports fields, children’s

playgrounds and rustic settings in several
public parks; an ever-evolving Town Center
with retail and dining options; and meticu-
lously landscaped biking and walking paths.
As a Blue Zone certified community, Ave
Maria offers scores of opportunities to main-
tain an active, engaged life, featuring mean-
ingful encounters with nature, family, friends
and neighbors.

“People that move here are looking for
more; theyre looking to get to know their
neighbors, enjoy fun events and have con-
venient services nearby, from healthcare to
beauty services to dining options,” Mambuca
said, adding that this is precisely what Ave
Maria offers. “People come from all over Flor-
ida and the nation looking for a convenient,
peaceful life. They don’t want to drive far to
get what they need. They want to have that
sense of community. They’re looking for the
lifestyle, and then they can find a home that
fits their budget for their family. What more
do you need?”

Thoughtful planning also goes into the
scale and type of growth. As new neighbors
move in, greater amenities are worked into
the master plan. A retail center is coming
soon to the Park of Commerce called Mid-
town. An elementary public school is slated
to open for the 2026 school year, and land has
been set aside for a possible middle school to
follow. Future goals also include a hospital in
partnership with Naples Community Hospi-
tal and an assisted living facility.

Many of Ave Maria’s businesses are locally
owned and operated, allowing residents the
privilege and luxury of working a golf-cart
ride away from their homes. Some entrepre-
neurs began at the kitchen table or in a home
office, and as they saw the potential to grow,
opened a brick-and-mortar location in town.
“What really makes them thrive is the support
they get from the well-organized entrepre-
neurial community, helping each other thrive
with business ideas and investments,” Mam-
buca pointed out.

Ave Maria Development (AMD) man-
ages all of the commercial space in town, so
they work closely with and help local busi-
nesspeople. “We’re more than just a devel-
oper. We're the people behind it Mambuca
said. “As an example, when the Ave Maria
Veterans Association worked so hard to
create the Veterans Memorial and residents
supported it fully, Barron Collier Compa-

nies was quick to find the right space for the
memorial and provide a 99-year lease for a
nominal fee”

To become the 16 top-selling mas-
ter-planned community in the United
States, this Big Kind of Small Town leaves
little to chance. “I enjoy working for a
developer that puts the residents first and is
responsible with development,” Mambuca
said, noting that AMD preserved 17,000
acres within and around Ave Maria as part

COURTESY PHOTOS

of their environmental stewardship and to
maintain plenty of green spaces and natural
beauty for generations to enjoy.

“As much as we are developers, were
responsible developers” Mambuca said. “We
communicate with residents; we listen to their
input. Theres a lot of thought that goes into
the decisions that we make, always wanting to
benefit the community and encouraging more
people to want to move here”

BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Ave Maria University’s Memorable Homecoming Weekend

Ave Maria University wrapped up an ener-
getic Homecoming Weekend, uniting the
AMU community for a series of exhilarat-
ing events in October. The weekend com-
menced with the esteemed Hall of Fame
Induction Dinner, lauding outstanding alum-
ni like Marinna Shadley, John Preyer, and
Conor Sullivan, with Fr. Alexander Pince
receiving the Distinguished Alumni Award.
The Alumni Career Success Panel provided
invaluable insights as notable alumni shared
their post-graduation journeys. The Gyrene
football team added to the excitement with
a thrilling victory over Webber Internation-
al University, securing their fifth consecu-
tive win. Oktoberfest brought a touch of fall
magic with axe-throwing, hayrides, and lively
competitions, creating a night to remember.
Homecoming also witnessed the unveiling of
two stunning mosaics for St. John Paul II and
St. Mother Teresa Halls, donated by the class-
es of 2022 and 2023, enhancing the beauty of
the AMU campus. Cheers to a successful and
spirited Homecoming Weekend!

COURTESY PHOTOS
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Charged with Engagement: Maple Ridge
Lifestyle Director Creates New Fun for Residents

BY ERICA FISH
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Sandy Martinez is making things hap-
pen at The Club at Maple Ridge and she’s
loving every minute of it. Nearing three
months as the new lifestyle director at the
club, which is the amenity complex exclu-
sive to homeowners living in Ave Maria’s
Maple Ridge and Silverwood neighbor-
hoods, she hasn't paused planning events,
scheduling fitness classes, coordinating
activities and booking socials.

Overseeing the needs and wants of all
CC Homes residents, Sandy has dedicat-
ed herself to catering the best and is very
excited to announce upcoming gather-
ings which seem to have the most favor
like date nights coupled with entertain-
ment, movie screenings, additional cook-
ing and craft classes for the kids and DIY
home decoration making hosted by in-
town businesses.

“You get charged with energy when en-
gaging with others and it only puts a smile
on my face to witness how well received
my planning has been by the Maple Ridge
community,” said Martinez.

And residents can anticipate Sandy as a
permanent fixture of the club life.

“Sandy has been a great addition to
the Maple Ridge team, and her years of
neighborly engagement has rooted her a
permanent spot,” said Lori Russo, com-
munity association manager.

Maple Ridge has a wide demographic
mix, from toddlers to families to retirees,
and Martinez has a contagious personali-
ty to work with all ages.

Nearing eight years’ residency, Sandy
has been a favored household name by
countless neighbors. How? You may ask.

Many Ave Maria residents agree a sense
of place is no better affirmation when
finding their purpose and next familial
dreams, and this was the experience for
Sandy, her husband and two daughters.
When the family visited Ave Maria for
the first time, they knew they found their
permanent home.

Within hours of experiencing the
town lifestyle, they signed the papers
for a new construction home. Relocat-
ing from the bustling city of Miami, it
was a definite transition when settling
into the laid-back routine of Ave life,
but it was exactly what they needed, re-
counts Martinez.

“I remember turning to face Sammy
[husband] and saying this is where we’re
meant to be. Can you feel it too?” she
shared. The family would move into their
home in 2017.

Once the last mover box was un-
packed, Sandy already had founded two
non-profits: The Ave Maria WOW La-
dies, dedicated to enhancing the town
through activities and volunteer service
and Los Adolescentes de Ave Maria (Ave
Maria Teen Club).

Following Hurricane Ian, Los Adoles-
centes came together and hosted a bake
sale in the Town Center, collecting all
proceeds for storm relief. The club meets
weekly for games, volunteer initiatives
and group-building activities.

“We've always been an active family
involved in community engagements and
non-profits, PTA meetings, work events
and relief efforts, and that did not change
once we moved here,” said Martinez.

Any Town Center events, festivities or-
ganized by the master association or town
businesses, Sandy is sure to promote on
her personal social media and group pag-
es — all with thousands of followers — who
engage with her content and later share
participation photos.
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Sandy Martinez (top left), the lifestyle director at The Club at Maple Ridge, brings her community together with exciting events, fitness classes
and engaging activities. In these photos, residents showcase their creativity with DIY home decorations, sweet cookies and costume contests.

“T've been following Sandy’s activity
updates on social media since 2019, and
she unknowingly helped me connect with
other residents my age. One of my friend
groups follows her page for an event in-
sider into Ave Maria,” said resident Au-
drey Grossman, 25.

Her first clubhouse event she orga-
nized, there was a capacity of 20 and tri-
ple the number of participants arrived.
Every community event since has been at
full-capacity and Sandy can’t help but do
a silent happy dance for how well received
gatherings have been.

The household name is now a favorite
for clubhouse events.

“This Thanksgiving, we arranged a pie
potluck. There were dozens upon dozens
of pies and over one hundred CC Homes
residents who stopped by for a slice...
For something as simple as a slice of
pie and there being that significant of
a turnout, all I can say is wow!” Sandy
chuckled out.

A few years into living in Ave Maria,
Sandy never expected she would fall ill
with several rare immunocompromised
diseases. When Maple Ridge residents
learned of the devastating news, they
did not hesitate to step up and offer
help. Neighbors took shifts cooking and
cleaning. They drove Martinez to ap-
pointments and formed a support sys-
tem for her daughters.

When readapting to increased mobil-
ity, Sandy praises local boutiques Hoja
de Menta and The Secret Ingredient for

having their stores open after-hours for
one-on-one customer sessions where she
could browse at her pace, try on clothes
which accommodated her restrictions
and not feel self-conscious of the physical
implications her disease created.
“Selflessness is something hard to
come by these days” Martinez said.
“Every time I tell my story I try to say
it without crying. The overwhelming
gratefulness I have for this community is
something I will always carry with me.
Before I became ill, I was involved and
wanted to support Ave Maria in any way

I could. I wanted to show off this town,
and I still do,” she added. “All the sup-
port I gave my community came back in
triple, even quadruple!”

Kind efforts revive any weakened sprit or
curious mind, and Maple Ridges Lifestyle
Director aims to continue this commitment
for all community members wanting to ex-
perience the big fun, small town life.

Being a catalyst for friendship-making
and memories, Sandy has been a landmark
for people who live in the CC Homes com-
munities and other parts of Town, and she
looks forward to meeting whomever walks
into her clubhouse where she can intro-
duce the fun that happens when you be-
come part of Ave Maria.
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BUSINESS INSIDER

BY MELANIE PEFINIS
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Dr. Duane Olsen
Family Chiropractic
and Sporis Rehab

As we step into the new year, many
individuals set resolutions to address
chronic health concerns that may have
hindered them from reaching their opti-
mal well-being. If the toll of 2023 has left
you with a few kinks, Dr. Duane Olsen
and Family Chiropractic and Sports
Rehab are ready to help you start 2024 on
a healthier note.

Dr. Olsen said,
“We aim to enhance
our patient experi-
ence and broaden
our services in Ave
Maria. The support
and referrals we
received in 2023 have
been invaluable, and
we aspire to surpass
your expectations
with our dedicated
staff and providers”

The decision to
establish roots in this
area felt like a natural
tit for Dr. Olsen and
his wife. “Growing up
in small towns, my
wife and I cherished
the sense of commu-
nity, making Ave Maria the perfect place
for us,” he shared.

The fusion of a health-conscious life-
style and physical well-being is a central
focus for both their family and the chi-
ropractic practice. “We are committed to
bringing joy, hope, and truth into your
life, whether it’s through our professional
endeavors or community engagement.
Our passion lies in guiding individuals
on how to raise healthy children and
embrace a naturally pain-free lifestyle,”
he explained.

Treatment at the practice may involve
addressing issues related to the spine,
nerves, and muscles. Alternatively, ses-
sions may focus on discussing stress
triggers such as family, school, or work
stress that contribute to symptoms. Olsen
emphasized, “If we believe we can't help
you, we love collaborating with other
excellent local and holistic providers!”

Establishing a practice in Ave Maria
holds special significance for Dr. Olsen
and his team. “We wanted to provide our
children with the opportunity to grow up
in a manner similar to our own experi-
ences. The longer we've lived here, the
more our decisions have been enriched
by encountering amazing, faith-filled
people from around the world,” Olsen
remarked. As we embark on the new year,
perhaps we could all benefit from a few
‘adjustments’

DUANE OLSEN

STEPHANIE OLSEN

FAMILY CHIROFPRAL TK
& SPORTS REHAB

Blue Agave Mexican
Restaurant

What is your go-to choice when
you dine on Mexican food? Guacamo-
le? Chips and Salsa? Tacos or Tamales?
Whether you like it spicy or mild, Ave
Maria is soon to welcome another restau-
rant to its munchies menu!

Mexican restaurant Blue Agave is
opening soon to offer dishes from south
of the border. Blue Agave is an indepen-
dent family-owned business owned by

COURTESY PHOTOS

Bianca McMillan, Rosemary Dobrydney, ARNP, and Dr. Emily Walkey.

a first-generation family. They also own
Juanita’s of Immokalee, another authentic
Mexican café.

Allan Garcia of AR Builders of South-
west Florida explained the history of the
restaurant dates back to the family’s agri-
cultural background homed in the 1800s.
After learning the traditional farming
techniques of the homeland, the owners
are bringing those ideas of freshness,
quality ingredients and authentic flavors
to Ave Maria.

For lovers of Mezcal, the restaurant will
feature its own labeled tequila in various
all natural flavors. “Mezcal started as a
way of remedies but became popular to
outsiders and became a way of enjoy-
ment. It is like the Mexican version of
moonshine!” Garcia laughed.

You can add the Mezcal to their vast
menu of other Mexican cocktails as well as
margaritas and the Mimosa Tower which
will be featured at the daily brunch along-
side the pancakes and other delicacies.

Opening in February, Blue Agave will
offer a wide variety of authentic Mexican
dishes. Aqua Chile, authentic moles, dif-
ferent types of meats, Mexican seafood,
ceviche and Mexican octopus dishes.

“We are working on a specific menu for
Blue Agave in Ave Maria. Be ready to be
surprised from the interior to the menu
to the atmosphere,” Garcia said.

Keep your eyes on social media for the

“"We are working on
a specific menu for
Blue Agave in Ave
Maria. Be ready to
e surprised from the
interior fo the menu to
the atmosphere,”

— Allan Garciaq,
Blue Agave owner

Ltwe Agave

grand opening and get ready to take a
sip of Blue Agave’s Mezcal to wash down
your favorite spicy bite.

Little Flower Pediatrics
Mobile Clinic

With all the recreational activities and
play areas available to families in Ave
Maria’s neighborhoods, scrapes and boo-
boos are part of the package. Now a new
mobile urgent care service has estab-
lished for patients of all ages.

Little Flower Mobile Clinic is available
to Ave Maria residents for minor injury,
immunization, physical evaluation, sud-
den illness, or a routine check-up. Over-
seen by Dr. Emily Walkey, Little Flower
Pediatrics is a pediatric direct primary
care clinic in the Ave Maria Town Center.

Rosemary Dobrydney, ARNP, a nurse
practitioner with over 20 years of family
practice experience, is on board to over-
see the mobile urgent care unit where
patients can self-schedule appointments
online.

Treatment for cold and flu symptoms,
severe vomiting, urinary tract infections,
sore throats, abdominal pain, headaches
and minor injuries is available.

Physicals and phlebotomy treatments
are also offered. The cost for a visit varies
depending on the service from $50 to
approximately $160. “Bringing this new
mobile service to the town offers a con-

. . ‘1 !
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Little Flower

PEDTATRICY

venient way to take care of your medical
needs,” said Dr. Walkey.

Dr. Walkey prides herself on providing
high quality care at an affordable price
with treatments. So go ahead and take
those training wheels off your tot’s bike
and give it a spin. Little Flower has got
your back, and your boo-boos.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Family Life Center

The journey from diapers to dormito-
ries encompasses numerous changes in
a child’s life. Rest assured, all children,
from infants to teenagers, are welcome
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Family Life
Center in Ave Maria.

“Our Center is a Montessori homes-
chooling co-op located right here in Ave
Maria. Our mission is rooted in a deep
commitment to support parents in their
pivotal roles as the primary educators
and formators of their children” said Cat-
echist Ann-Marie Altomare.

Their location right in the center of
town is ideal for the approximately 40
families they serve. “Our location is
great for families with a lot of children,
said Altomare. For those who are home
schooled and miss out on the socializa-
tion and extracurricular activities avail-
able in regular classrooms, the Center’s
unique Montessori approach answers the
needs of over 100 children.

“We have programs for children from
2 up to 12 years old. We also support and
help educate parents as well as work with
teens and young adults who believe in
the Montessori method and families who
seek support in their childs education,
“she added.

Parents have commented on the
approach to education and spirituality
offered through the Center’s Montessori
methods “completely transforms fami-
lies”

The Center also hosts events through-
out the year for residents and visitors.
They hope to continue to grow in the
Ave Maria community, and as one parent
of a 7-year-old exclaimed, “it’s just so
important to the world. These kids are
our future”

L

Children immersed in craft projects at Our Lady of Guadalupe Family Life Center, where the
Montessori approach not only educates but also fosters a vibrant sense of community for
these young minds.
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Donahue Academy, a Tapestry of Learning
and Growth Through Diverse Clubs

BY MELANIE PEFINIS
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

By just taking one look at Donahue
Academy’s calendar of events, you can
see the school is just as rich in extracur-
ricular activities as it is in its academ-
ic curriculum. With a diverse range of
offerings, from sports teams to specialty
clubs, Donahue ensures that every stu-
dent can find something that aligns with
their interests.

Whether one has a green thumb and
wants to join the Gardening Club or is
passionate about international policy
and global harmony, Donahue Acade-
my provides outlets like the Model UN.
The Student Life Committee organizes
events, dances and Spirit Week, while
the Scholar Bowl allows participants to
test their knowledge against peers from
other schools.

Cassie and Tyler Graham, both teach-
ers at Donahue, have four of their six
children currently enrolled at the Acad-
emy. In addition to Cassie acting as the
Math Department Chair and Tyler as
the Chair of the Humanities Depart-
ment, Cassie is also head of the popular
Running Club.

Between 30 to 40 students participate
in the club. Cassie said the idea sprang
from her coaching the cross-country
program when she began teaching at
Donahue eight years ago. The popular-
ity of the program led her to create the
Running Club which she said, “feeds
our mission for students to learn hum-
ble fortitude.

While other sports might
promote feelings of superi-
ority or a self-congratulato-
ry attitude, her running club
aims to “teach humility and
how self-sacrifice will make
us grow stronger; she ex-
plained.

The Donahue Academy
follows the Classical School
model academically, em-
phasizing essential skills at
each stage of development.
The Grammar Stage (K-5)
focuses on teaching fun-
damentals, the Logic Stage
(grades 6-8) builds upon
them, and high school stu-
dents delve into calculus
and statistics to establish a
robust foundation.

Tyler, focusing on the
Humanities, underscores
Donahue’s commitment to
integrating academics, spir-
ituality and community in-
volvement. Through an interdisciplinary
approach using great books and ideas,
the program aims to equip students with
the ability to engage in meaningful dis-
cussions beyond the school walls.

“We aim to teach authentic freedom
for students to be in love with truth for
truth’s sake,” Tyler emphasized.

Wrapping up the school’s vibrant ac-
tivities, the Donahue Yearbook Club
stands poised to immortalize the mem-
ories and accomplishments of the aca-
demic year.
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8900 FOUNDERS SQUARE DR, NAPLES, FL 34120
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for Real Community! Celebrate Life in Ave Marial!

Discover a small town community with great opportunites for
connections, recreation, education, and volunteer work to make life
meaningful A town founded on rural stewardship and value pricing.

Meet Carole Carpenter and take a
personal tour of this great town!

A realtor who offers Concierge Service and Trusted Advice

] RLALTIEE

Participated on founding team of
Ave Maria University and Ave Maria Town.
Resident for 13 years

Visit her website : www.carolecarpenter.com to see
listings in Ave Maria or call direct at (239) 249-2111.

Carole Carpenter
239-249-2111
ccarpenter@johnrwood.com
www.carolecarpenter.com

e

5829 MAYFLOWER WAY $466,500§6211 REVELRY CT $515,000

2BR+Den w/Golf Membership_Golf Cart!

2BR+Den Villa Great Lot & Upgrades
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« I-YEAR MAMUFACTURER WARRANTY
« 13 COLOR CHOICES

* LITHIUM OR AGM BATTERIES
» 2-, &, 6-, AND B-PASSENGER CARTS

+ E-YEAR MANUFACTURER WARRANTY
* TCOLOR CHOICES

« AGM BATTERIES

* 2-,4-, AND 6-PASSENGER CARTS

ICON ECO

« PERFECTLY EQUIPPED AT AN AFFORDABLE
PRICE

« 2-¥YEAR MAMUFACTURER WARRANTY

« 6 COLOR CHOICES

« AGM BATTERIES

« 2- AND 4-PASSENGER CARTS

Cruise(Ca:

+ 2-YEAR MANUFACTURER WARRANTY
= 3'BOX OR 6 HYDRAULIC BEDS

« AGM BATTERIES

*» 2-, 4, AND 6-PASSENGER CARTS

WE SERVICE MOST MAKES AND MODELS OF GOLF CARTS

WE ACCEPT TRADE-INS AND HAVE
A WIDE SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED
GOLF CARTS AVAILABLE

239-598-3130

SALES
SERVICE
e BATTERIES
TIRES
& MORE!

www.holeinonegolfcarts.com
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Ave Maria’s Signature Events

BY SANDRA YEYATI
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

With the new year, comes a fresh slate
of not-to-be-missed events in the Ave
Maria Town Center, including ginor-
mous festivals, live musical performanc-
es, shopping extravaganzas and trolley
tours—all organized and sponsored by
the folks at Ave Maria Development. This
year, they have upped their game with
numerous new additions.

“We always try to make events bigger
and better every year;” said events coordi-
nator Donna Marquez. “Our festivals are
not just for residents, but also meant for
people from out of town, so that they can
see all that we have to offer—from busi-
nesses and restaurants to fun activities
and amenities. We've really grown. When
people get here, theyre always surprised
by what they see. With these big events,
were hoping to draw more and more peo-
ple that wouldn't normally come to Ave
Maria, so they can check it out, see how
wonderful it is, and hopefully come back
to visit the model homes and eventually
buy their own place here”

Here are the 2024 Ave Maria Develop-
ment Signature Events:

Farmers Market
Saturdays through April 27

This year, the Ave Maria Farmers Mar-
ket is the biggest ever, with over 60 ven-
dors from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Saturday
through April 27. It’s fun to socialize with
neighbors, shop for the freshest, local-
ly sourced foods and support the many
small business owners that live in the
area. Live music from 11 am. to 2 p.m.
adds to the festive vibe.

Numerous artisanal food vendors offer
delights you won't find in any store, such
as European-style breads; gluten-free
baked goods; homemade sauces, jams,
guacamole and flavored oils; and premi-
um meats and seafood. This is also the
ideal place to get to know your farmers
at two produce booths and to purchase
plants and flowers to beautify your home.

Also in the mix are purveyors of cre-
ative products, such as handcrafted
soaps and beauty supplies, Indigenous
home goods, T-shirts with fun sayings
and inspiring quotes, fashion-forward
accessories and beautiful works of art.
Expect an array of local service profes-
sionals, too—people you can meet and
talk to about real estate, interior de-
sign, financial planning, solar energy or
Earth-friendly cleaning supplies.

Free Music, Trolley Excur-
sions & Church Tours
Tuesdays through April 23

Every Tuesday in season through
April 23, Ave Maria visitors are treated
to 1-hour guided trolley tours running
hourly from 11 am. to 2 p.m. Led by
knowledgeable local historian Joe Mari-
nelli, the excursion begins at the New
Home & Welcome Center on Annuncia-
tion Circle and travels to all the neighbor-
hoods and interesting spots around town.

A rotating slate of musical entertain-
ment livens up the Town Center from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m., with performances by sax-
ophonist Jim Blackburn, the Jeff Hughes
interactive band, songstress Wendy
Renee, the Mason Williams duo, Latin
singers Harmony 2, folk band Patchouli,
singer and acoustic guitarist Chris Stul-
tz, and the Caribbean steel drum band
Steely Pan.

As a companion activity the same day,
the Ave Maria Catholic Church offers free,
30-minute guided tours of its famous par-
ish from 1 to 3 p.m., helping visitors learn
about and explore the architectural and
historical details of this intriguing edifice.

"
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Rock enthusiasts unite at the Blues, Brews & Barbecue Festival on Saturday, Feb. 17, as a lively crowd enjoys finger-licking-good barbecue,

thrilling blues performances and more.

Savoring a scrumptious moment at the Ave Maria Farmers Market—where Saturdays are
filled with over 60 vendors, live music and the joy of supporting local businesses!

Amidst the lively atmosphere of Margarita & Taco Festival, a spirited group forms a human
arch, exuding laughter and fellowship in the heart of the celebrations.

Visitors are also encouraged to check out
the Mother Teresa Museum at Ave Maria
University, as well as the many wonder-
ful shops and restaurants in Town Cen-
ter. Tuesdays are super fun in Ave Maria.
Make a day of it!

Taste of Ave
Saturday, February 3

Last year’s inaugural Taste of Ave was
a great success, proving that Ave Maria
residents have everything they need right
here in the community. It returns to the
Town Center from noon to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, February 3, featuring live music
by everyone’s favorite hometown bands,
Steinbeck Way and the Back Country
Boys, as well as culinary delights by Ave
Maria restaurants and local food vendors.

The popular event will include booths

for small businesses, local charities and
Ave Maria University, as well as the Biz
Kids Expo, a showcase of products and
services by emerging entrepreneurs. An
entire street will be dedicated to fami-
ly-friendly fun, including four areas for in-
teractive sports activities with inflatables;
Adam’s Animal Encounters,face painters,a
balloon artist,and a photo booth for a free
family memento of the day.

The Ave Maria Veterans Association
and Veterans Club of Del Webb Naples
will both be raffling prizes to raise mon-
ey for charities, while the Collier County
Sherift’s Office and Fire Department will
be on hand to meet residents and offer
drug prevention tips and safety advice.
“To commemorate their service, we're
sponsoring one free beer for any first re-
sponder or veteran that produces their ID

at the Welcome Center during the event,”
Marquez said.

Blues, Brews & Barbecue
Festival
Saturday, February 17

Each year, blues aficionados come from
far and wide to enjoy full sets by South-
west Florida’s biggest names in blues en-
tertainment. It is a massive party with
finger-licking-good barbecue, quench-
ing libations and thrilling performances
by Deb and the Dynamics, Old School
and Little Eddie & the Fat Fingers. Bring
your lawn chairs and dancing shoes for
Ave Maria’s biggest in-season party from
noon to 5 p.m., Saturday, February 17.

Food trucks include Smokin' Crow’s
BBQ, Gator Creek BBQ and Big Smoke
BBQ, as well as a vendor selling gourmet
candied apples for a unique sweet-treat,
and delicious mocktails for children of
every age by the Tipsy Horseshoe.

Family fun will rule the day with a
bunch of super entertaining activities, in-
cluding axe throwing for both adults and
children by Chuck It Axes; safe and fun
archery activities; a giant slide from All
Star Events; face painting, balloon art, a
mechanical bull ride and the Cool Cruis-
ers car show. Be sure to stop by the photo
booth to get a special portrait to com-
memorate the event.

Margarita & Taco Festival
Saturday, March 16

Ave Maria embraces a Tex-Mex vibe
at this year’s festival from noon to 5 p.m.
Saturday, March 16, featuring two out-
standing country-music performances by
Outta Hand Band and the Austin James
Band. You might want to wear your
boots and brush up on your line-danc-
ing moves. This event promises to be a
honky-tonk good time!

In addition to the Latin-infused cui-
sine and cocktails by many of the areas
restaurants, specialized food trucks will be
coming to town, including CJ’s Pastelillos,
Juanchitos Grill and Las Gorditas, plus de-
licious mocktails by the Tipsy Horseshoe.

Annunciation Circle and Town Cen-
ter’s side streets will be vibrating with
entertainment,  including  Mexican
wrestling from 3 to 5 p.m., Adam’s An-
imal Encounters, Chuck It Axes with
axe throwing for adults and children, a
large, inflatable obstacle course for kids
to get their wiggles out; face painting, a
balloon artist, airbrush tattoos and a free
photo booth. Your face will hurt from
smiling so much.
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN
Lennar The Nohonql Llfes’ryle EvenTs

Calendar of Events

I SPECIAL EVENTS OMNGOING EVENTS

Arts & Crafts Festival Farmers Market
Saturday, Jan. 27 - 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Every Saturday, Now thru April 29 - 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Sunshine State Steak Cook-Off Trolley Tours
Saturday, Jan. 27 - 2:00 PM - 6:30 PM Every Tuesday, Now thru April 23 - 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Taste of Ave Live Music in Town Center
Saturday, Feb. 3 - 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM Tuesdays & Saturdays « 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Blues, Brews & BBQ Festival

Saturday, Feb. 17 - 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM Ave Maria

Margarita & Taco Festival A BIG KIND OF SMALL TOWN
Saturday, March 16+ 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Free Parking & Admission | AveMaria.com | 239.352.3903 | Events are subject to change. *
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BY GLENN MILLER
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

The Ave Maria University baseball
program is a brotherhood in more ways
than one.

Its current and most recent head
coaches are brothers. Nicholas McCor-
mick, 28, was recently promoted from
associate head coach to head coach re-
placing his older brother, Michael. Mi-
chael, 30, a former pitcher in the Chi-
cago White Sox organization, accepted
a job with the Boston Red Sox as a mi-
nor-league pitching coach.

On a recent overcast morning be-
tween Christmas and New Year’s Day
they discussed their baseball journeys
and how they helped build the Gyrenes
baseball program.

Michael is the only head coach in
program history with a winning record,
79-75-1. He did it with his younger
brother by his side as an assistant, hit-
ting instructor and third base coach
during games.

Now, still in his 20s, Nicholas is a col-
lege head coach.

“What I always wanted to do,” Nich-
olas said, sitting in his office across the
street from the baseball field. “Even
when I was in high school and I was
playing, I always knew that this was the
route I wanted to take career-wise. Be-
ing a college head coach”

He fine-tuned his coaching philoso-
phy over the past three years alongside
Michael. They were teammates at Speed-
way High School in Indiana where the
sports teams are called the Sparkplugs.
They were also teammates at Eastern Il-
linois University.

The past three seasons they guided
the Gyrenes. What did Nicholas learn
about being a head coach from his big
brother?

“How not to do it,” Michael jokingly
said and laughed.

Nicholas, of course, realized his
brother was joshing. What did Nicholas
learn about being a head coach from his
brother?

“A lot,” Nicholas said. “T'd say the big-
gest piece is the relationship aspect. That
is a big part of this business. Always
make sure to prioritize that and just gen-
erally speaking, how to manage people
better from a leadership perspective”

In 2023, the Gyrenes finished second
in the Sun Conference and earned their
first postseason appearance in a decade,
winning two games in a regional in Hat-
tiesburg, Mississippi. Five players were
named second-team All-Conference.

The university appreciates what the
brothers accomplished. In a November
news release announcing the changes, it
was noted that Michael was moving on
“after elevating the program to national
prominence during his tenure.”

The program went on from 16 wins in
2021 to 36 wins in 2023.

Now, in 2024, they hope to do even
better.

Outfielder Francisco Barbieri has
been part of the transformation and is
in his third year in the program.

The Canadian was recruited by Ave
Maria.

“It’s a hard sell for a team that doesn’t
win,” Barbieri said in a telephone inter-
view from his Brampton, Ontario home.

The Gyrenes posted eight consecutive
losing records, from 2014 to 2021. But
the McCormicks impressed Barbieri.

“They were honest,” Barbieri said.

Barbieri was impressed enough to
sign up.

“It's probably the best decision I've

Diamond Siblings:
How Ave Maria University’s McCormick Brothers Redefined Baseball

TOP: Michael McCormick BOTTOM: Nick McCormick

ever made,” said Barbieri, who is a junior
athletically and a senior academically.

In the fall he and the rest of the team
learned that their head coach was leav-
ing to join the Red Sox organization.

“That was a bittersweet moment,”
Barbieri said.

He was happy for Michael and then
happy to learn Nicholas would become
head coach.

“The team wanted that,” Barbieri said.

The McCormicks approach coaching in
similar fashions. They know coaching is
about more than making out line-up cards
and tweaking swings and fine-tuning a
pitcher’s windup. It’s a people business.

“Just always have an open-door pol-
icy; Nicholas said. “Use baseball as a
platform to build relationships”

The brothers also built the program.
In the first 11 seasons of Ave Maria
baseball, the team had one winning sea-
son. That was in 2013 when the Gyrenes
were 38-21. That was also the last time
the Gyrenes had advanced to an NAIA
regional.

In Michael’s first season the team was

COURTESY PHOTOS

8-20. But in 2022 the Gyrenes were 27-
25-1 and last year they were 36-18.

To get even better requires recruiting.
Recruiting is the lifeblood of collegiate
sports programs. How do they recruit
students and athletes such as Barbieri to
Ave Maria?

“Ave Maria University is a very niche
school,” Michael said. “For us, the base-
ball piece is kind of the last thing we
look for. The first two being the spiritual
standpoint and then they have to sustain
the grades to be eligible. The last thing
we look at is the baseball side”

The baseball side is what compelled
the Red Sox to hire Michael as a coach.
He will be working with young players
mostly the same age as the Gyrenes,
players just starting pro careers.

Although he will be working with play-
ers getting paid to play, the basics of coach-
ing will remain the same for Michael.

“I'm taking the same approach,” he
said. “Just invest in the human being
first”

The McCormicks have carved out
lives for their families in Southwest

Florida, a long way from Speedway. Mi-
chael’s wife, Teigan, is the Ave Maria
head volleyball coach.

The McCormick brothers’ parents,
Marcus and Kelley, have purchased a
home in Naples. Their grandmother also
now has a Naples condo.

The Gyrenes are ranked No. 15 in the
pre-season national poll, making it their
highest ranking ever for the program.
“With that obviously comes a lot of ex-
pectations, especially based off last year,
one of the best seasons in program his-
tory,” Nicholas said. Now, they hope to
build on that success.

“The goal is to get back to a regional,”
Nicholas said. “Taking the next step to
get to the World Series”

Most of the 2023 team returns. That
returning core has the experience and
confidence that might make those goals
a reality.

The season opens Feb. 1 at Arizona
Christian, which is Nicholas’ alma mater.

Practice began on Jan. 8, which was
also the first day of the spring semester.
The message from the new head coach
was simple.

“Just a continuation of what we said
before we left for break, and announced
Michael is joining the Red Sox” Nicho-
las said. “Reiteration of taking it one day
at a time. Make sure we stay rooted in
the moment and don’t get too far ahead
of ourselves. There’s going to be ups and
downs throughout the course of the sea-
son.”

But based on what was achieved in
2023 and a strong returning core of
players, optimism is high.

“The guys are fired up for the season,”
Nicholas said.

The current seniors endured lean
years early in their collegiate careers.
Nicholas said at least half of the starters
are either seniors or students already in
graduate school.

Those players will go into the season
with a sense of continuity. Although
their head coach is gone, their former
associate head coach is now in charge.

“With me taking over, none of that
changes, which is great for the guys)
Nicholas said. “They can feel comfort-
able knowing that everything they’ve
become accustomed to and enjoyed for
the past few years, it all stays the same.
Nothing changes.”

Expectations are high. The players
know that being ranked No. 15 speaks
volume.

“It says a lot about where the program
has come from,” Barbieri said.

They know where they will be in early
May.

The baseball worlds of Michael and
Nicholas should collide in May. The Sun
Conference tournament will be held
May 2-5 at JetBlue Park, where the older
brother will be coaching. The Gyrenes
don’t want the 2024 season to end in a
regional tournament as it did last year.

“We have the team to win the national
championship,” Barbieri said.

The conference tournament offers an
uncanny coincidence. In some ways, the
distance from college baseball to the
pros is vast.

But geographically for Michael it
won't be too far. JetBlue is 34.6 miles
away from Ave Maria University, ac-
cording to Google Maps.

He may be moving on, but Michael
still uses the word “we” when discussing
the Gyrenes.

“Tll always be a Gyrene, Michael
said.
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LEFT: Winston Thomas converted one of his garages into a production studio. RIGHT: Nicole Ricca, the talent behind Willow Mint Props, is proud to stand by her logo.

Enfrepreneurial Couple Thriving in Ave Maric

BY SANDRA YEYATI

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

About 20 percent of American work-
ers earn their living from home, accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
and at Ave Maria, you’ll find a number of
residence-based entrepreneurs. Take for
example, Winston Thomas and Nicole
Ricca.

Since 2018, the couple has lived with
their three school-age kids in a five-bed-
room, single-family home at Maple Ridge
Reserve. Thomas, a Grammy Award-win-
ning music producer and world-traveling
DJ, converted one of their three garage
bays into a production studio. Ricca com-
mandeered a bedroom to sew and hand-
craft children’s props and fancy outfits for
private clients, including celebrities like
Kevin Hart. Her business is called Willow
Mint Props (willowmintprops.com).

Winston Thomas’s
Music Career

“I feel blessed that I'm able to make
money off of what I love to do, which is
music,” Thomas said, adding that he has
DJ-ed around the globe, including in
Thailand, Japan, India, Dubai, Singapore,
the Caribbean and Latin America. DJ
BlackOut, as he’s known, began spinning
records in Long Island, where he grew up,
following in his father’s footsteps who DJ-
ed for a living.

Although Thomas managed to get a
few jobs at dance clubs in Manhattan
and Queens, it was a visit to Miami that
changed his life. On his first night at a club
on South Beach, Thomas found himself
sitting in the VIP lounge next to Britney
Spears and Justin Timberlake. Right then
and there, he decided to move to Miami,
where he garnered multiple gigs at dance
clubs around town, hobnobbed with re-
cording artists and music managers, and
booked jobs producing music.

In a career that spans 20 years, Thom-
as took home a Latin Grammy for his
collaboration with Puerto Rican rapper
and singer-songwriter Don Omar, won
two Billboard awards for his production
of Nicki Minajs second album, “Roman
Holiday,” and produced the number-one
hit on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 chart,
“This Is Why I'm Hot,” by American
rapper MIMS. He has worked with me-
ga-stars Pitbull and Flo Rida, and also
helped develop the talents of Jason Deru-
lo, a pop and R&B singer-songwriter with
multiple platinum singles.

Meeting Nicole Ricca

Miami was also where Thomas met Ni-
cole Ricca. “The artists that I was working
with made music videos, and at the time
in 2002, Nicole was one of the top mod-
els in those videos,” Thomas recalled. “I
developed a crush on her before we even
met. [ remember seeing her on MTV and
saying, ‘Wow, that’s going to be my wife;
but I was just dreaming, because I'm sure
every guy that watched those videos was
thinking the same thing. I didn’t think
I would even meet her” Now, all these
years later, the couple has three children:
Nyla, 15, Aspen, 8, and London, 12.

Making the Move
to Ave Maria

The family had been living in Pem-
broke Pines for about 13 years when
they made the improbable move to Ave
Maria. “We were renting a house for
$3,500, and that money was just going
out the window because we didn’t own
anything, so we were definitely looking
to buy somewhere, and my best friend,
Pierre Malette, an accountant, was do-
ing taxes for somebody that lived in Ave
Maria, so he kind of kidnapped me one
day and took me out there to check it
out,” Thomas recounted. Although he
wasn’t looking to move to the west coast
of Florida, Thomas fell in love with Ave
Maria after one short visit and subse-
quently brought his wife over to take a
tour with him. The visit by Ricca, and
later the kids, sealed the deal, as they all
fell in love with the town.

Finding a Sense of Security

“The first time our Pembroke Pines
neighbors spoke to us was when they saw
us moving out,” Thomas quips. “In Ave,
all of our neighbors were really friend-
ly right away. Our next-door neighbor
cooked us dinner, which might be a regu-
lar thing out here, but it was so weird for
us, and we loved it. The kids made new
friends right away”

Thomas also remembers seeing un-
locked bikes scattered on a street corner
in Maple Ridge and was delighted to learn
that school kids cycled to this bus stop
in the morning, left their bikes there all
day while they attended classes and after
school rode their bikes back home. “That
blew my mind, because if you leave your
bike like that in New York, it’s gone by the
end of the day;” Thomas pointed out. “I
knew this was exactly where I wanted my
kids to grow up”

The family loves the sense of safety

they feel in Ave Maria. “At the Fall Festi-
val or Hometown Christmas or any other
event in town, we allow our kids to run
around, and we would never do that in
Pembroke Pines,” Thomas attests. “We
feel safe. We know a lot of people in the
neighborhood, and they know us. People
actually look out for our kids”

Everything Ave Maria
Magazine

Last November, the couple launched
Everything Ave Maria, a monthly printed
magazine mailed to every home in town.
The idea came from Thomas’ conversa-
tions with local business owners Danee’
Williams, of Oil Well Craft Beer, Phong
Ho, of OASIS The Kitchen Lounge, and
Jorge Arroyo, of Mercato at Ave, who
were looking for a centralized means to
publicize events and special promotions.

Thomas explains, “Our magazine pro-
motes a little bit of everything. It’s pret-
ty much coupons, a business directory,
events, crossword puzzles, write-ups of
business owners or just people in Ave.
We're also working on an Ave Maria com-

ic strip. We want it to be by people that
live in Ave Maria, about people in Ave, for
businesses in Ave” For the time being, he
is investing sweat equity in their venture,
taking photographs, designing graphics
and laying out the magazine himself, and
contracting a local writer and photogra-
pher for some of the content.

“We want Everything Ave Maria to be-
come an important publication, and we’re
excited about the future. We're only 4,600
homes now, but we're slated to be 11,000
homes. That’s a lot of people,” Thomas
notes. “Not only did my wife and I fall in
love with everything about the town—
how family-oriented it is and how we
could afford to buy a new house that was
built just for us—but as entrepreneurs, we
see this as a place of a lot of opportunity,
because it’s new, and if you get yourself
into something early, by the time it’s done,
you’re going to be in a good position”

To advertise or learn more about Ev-
erything Ave Maria magazine, email
info@EverythingAveMaria.com, visit Ev-
erythingAveMaria.com or call 239-388-
1908.
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By Lisa Green

“Where Design Meets Functionality”

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
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Consultations by Appointment

© 239-319-1324.

@ www.lginteriordesign.com
9240 Bonita Beach Rd. S.E., Suite #2209 Bonita Springs, FL 34135
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NEW CONSTRUCTION ® RE-SALE ® RENTAL INFORMATION
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Maple Ridge
5047 Alonza Ct. $969,000 6387 Prestige Ln. $607,000 5238 Ciatto Way $567,900
MLS# 223060864 MLS# 224000468 MLS# 224000822

ACTIVE

Residences at La Piazza Del Webb - Naples Del Webb - Naples

5068 Annunciation Cir. #4202 $359,000 6437 Liberty St. $534,000 5151 Italia Ct. $511,900
MLS# 223066141 MLS# 223095357 MLS# 223095730

PENDING

5731 Declaration Ct.
MLS# 224002511

$527,000

6023 Ellerston Way, Unit 1812
MLS# 223059520

$324,900

National Golf & CC _rli 7 ‘-"I!I F

5445 Double Eagle Cir. #3023 $322,000 Chewie Rivera
MLS# 223087786 Top Sales Pup

5694 Mayflower Way, Unit 501 $343,000
MLS# 223075544

CALL TO SCHEDULE A BUILDERS OR LISTINGS TOUR

FOLLOW US AT... @ @AveMariaFloridaHomes 0 @AveMariaFloridaHomes Q @AveMariaFloridaHomes




