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Cardinals
take flight

Ave Maria residents share cancer survivor stories
and join in the Kiss Cancer Goodbye Golf Tournament

BY SANDRA YEYATI
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

t the core of Ave Maria are its
remarkable people—indi-
viduals like MaryAnn Pear-
son, Valerie Thompson
and Cathy Mahoney, who
faced life-altering cancer
diagnoses with courage
and emerged stronger,
thanks to the stead-
fast support of friends,
neighbors and care-
givers. Their journeys
demonstrate why Ave
Maria is a sanctuary of resilience, camara-
derie and unwavering support.

On Oct. 22, Panther Run Golf Club,
in Del Webb Naples, will host the annual
Kiss Cancer Goodbye Golf Tournament,
a cornerstone event spearheaded by Ave
Maria resident Barb Mariano. This fun
and impactful 18-hole scramble unites
participants from Ave Maria and beyond
to raise vital funds for the Cancer Alliance

SEE CANCER, A6 »

A golfer winds up for a fantastic swing at the Kiss Cancer Good-

bye Tournament.

The Kiss Cancer Goodbye Tournament
is a vibrant annual event dedicated to
raising awareness and funds for the
Cancer Alliance of Naples.

COURTESY PHOTOS

The heroes
of Ave
Maria

Firefighters and paramedics
reflect on service deeply
rooted in community

BY SANDRA YEYATI
Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Ave Maria thrives on the spirit of its
people—diverse in age and background,
but united by com-
munity. Among
them are the coura-
geous first respond-
ers who not only
protect and serve,
but also call this
town their home.
Fire Chief Michael
Choate, Lieutenants
Ryne  Rosenbalm
and Mitchell Van
Tine, and Lieutenant
Paramedic  Austin
Uhrick embody the
heart and strength
of the town. Their
important roles and
unflinching dedica-
tion are to be cele-
brated, as we look at
the reasons why they love living in Ave
Maria.

ROSENBALM

Leading with purpose
and passion

Since 2016, Choate has led the Im-
mokalee Fire Control District (IFCD),
overseeing operations in Immokalee and
Ave Maria. Under his leadership, Fire
Station 32 in Ave Maria was established
in 2023, marking a milestone in commu-
nity safety. He is known for a strategic
mindset and unwavering commitment
to readiness.

“I have to maintain the 1,000-foot
view;” Choate says, underscoring his re-
sponsibility for financial solvency, staff
morale and operational readiness. Yet,
he credits his team: “It’s all about the
firefighters. Their readiness and profes-
sionalism are what the community sees
and appreciates”

Living in Avalon Park with his wife
Linda, Choate embraces Ave Maria’s
charm. “We love the lifestyle here where
everything is a golf cart ride away; he
shares. The welcoming nature of Ave
Maria, coupled with its small-town
feel, resonates with him. “It’s like being

SEE HEROES, A10 »
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Lakeside living grows at Maple Ridge

Premium lots with lake views, oversized yards
and modern floor plans expand this Ave Maria community

BY SANDRA YEYATI

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

A new phase of homes is now un-
der construction at Maple Ridge by
CC Homes, a prominent and highly
sought-after community in Ave Maria,
just moments from Town Center’s shop-
ping and entertainment. These premium
lots offer some of the most desirable loca-
tions yet—featuring stunning lake views,
spacious corner lots and oversized back-
yards perfect for Florida living.

Within both Maple Ridge and Silver-
wood at Maple Ridge, buyers can choose
from a broad selection of one- and
two-story floor plans with three to six
bedrooms and generous outdoor space.
Measuring from 1,200 to 2,300 square
feet under air, these modern sanctu-
aries are priced from the $330,000s to
$700,000s. This newest phase of Maple
Ridge has something for everyone—from
young families starting out to retired
couples seeking a luxurious retreat.

“As a specialist in Florida single-fam-
ily home construction, we pride our-
selves on offering the comfort of superior
craftsmanship and the luxury of elevated
design,” says CC Homes New Home Sales
Consultant Alina Laureiro. “Contem-
porary finishes, sun-filled windows and
thoughtful layouts create spaces that feel
clean and inviting”

CC Homes builds with concrete block
construction on every floor of the home,
reinforced-steel foundations and impact

AVE MARIA DEVELOPMENT / COURTESY PHOTO

The Club at Maple Ridge offers various social activities and fitness options.

glass windows throughout. Homes also
have built-in smart-home features. CC
Homes has a large showroom in the Town
Center where homebuyers can meet with
design specialists to select interior and
exterior finishes, color schemes and other
personalized elements.

“Many of our clients are looking for
private, in-laws quarters or spaces that
function as home offices or gyms. Our
guest “casita” and other structural options
are appealing for clients with distinctive
needs and preferences,” says Laureiro.
“We also offer countless color options for
the finishes in your home, including a va-
riety of standard options, depending on

your new home style”

Maple Ridge residents enjoy exclusive
access to the Club at Maple Ridge, which
offers a wide range of social activities and
fitness options hosted by the community
lifestyle director. The club features a re-
sort-style pool, a fully equipped gym, and
multiple breakout rooms for billiards, ta-
ble games, arts and crafts and kids’ play-
time. Maple Ridge is also a pet-friendly
neighborhood, with a dog park and ample
sidewalks for morning and evening walks.

Prospective buyers are invited to visit
the CC Homes Sales and Models Gal-

SEE LAKESIDE, A11 »
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Del Wbt

NAPLES

Lifestyle in Ave Maria
from the Low-$200s.

What are you waiting for?

Del Webb Naples Amenities
« 2 Clubhouses Totaling o The Rusty Putter

Over 30,000 Sq. Ft. Bar & Girill

o Full-Time Lifestyle « Indoor Golf Simulator
Director « Fitness Center &

« 18 Sports Courts: Movement Studio
Pickleball, Tennis

o Card & Game Rooms
& Bocce

o Activity Rooms for
¢ Resort Pool & Spa Community Events

o Lap Pool « Catering Kitchens

+ Newly Refreshed
18-Hole Championship
Golf Course, Panther
Run (memberships optional)

o Café & Community
Library

6231 Liberty Street
Ave Maria, Florida 34142
(239) 842-9643

DelWebb.com/Naples

At least one resident must be 55 years of age or better, a limited number of residents may be younger and no one under 19 years of age. Some residents may be younger than 55. Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options =
and are subject to change without notice. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and ’ET
depict models containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a G
sales associate for details. ©2025 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 9-22-25

®

Avalon Park

at Ave Maria from the high $300s

10 Home Designs
2-6 Bedrooms | 2-6 Bathrooms
1,662 Sq. Ft. - 4,272+ Sq. Ft.

Create a home that’s uniquely you, inside and out.
An indoor haven or an outdoor oasis. A private retreat or room to
entertain. A place to play or space to relax. Everybody defines home
a little differently — and we're here to build a better home for you.
With innovative, consumer-inspired home designs, opportunities
for personalization, and versatile living spaces, a Pulte home offers
the best in livability.

Pulte.com/AvalonPark
(239) 842-1657 4364 Washington PI., Ave Maria, FL 34142

IR
Pulte HoMES

*Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific home being offered and

depicts a model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Square footage listed is =
approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. =
and/or its affiliates. ©2025 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 9-22-25 ('3\-
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The heartbeat of community in Ave Maria

From fall festivals to Fortnite challenges, Events Director
Jackie Ventura is shaping the rhythm of community life

COURTESY PHOTOS

Events Director Jackie Ventura oversees the lifestyle team.

BY JAMES BOJACIUK

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

The event director for the Master Asso-
ciation plays a key role in Ave Maria. The
person in this position plans and sched-
ules many of the official resident-only
events throughout the city. In creating
gatherings, the director helps set the tone
and pace of town life.

This summer, Jackie Ventura became
the Master Association’s Events Director,
overseeing the lifestyle team. The team
plans everything from major events, like
the Fall Festival in October and Home-
town Christmas in December, to weekly
or monthly events. She takes helping the
cadence of connection between residents
seriously, focused on what will help them
make friends and new memories.

Ventura views the position as draw-
ing on twenty years of expertise that she
gained from many different hospitality
ventures.

“I have been in the hospitality industry
for twenty years at this point,” Ventura
said. “You name it, I've done it. Wheth-
er it’s corporate event planning, working
in a restaurant, or a country club. I was
a non-profit fundraising manager for al-
most ten years. I've done trade shows,
weddings, all sorts of things like that. ...I
think my experience working in so many
different industries in event planning has
positioned me to be able to bring that
knowledge and background into plan-
ning different kinds of events.”

One challenge that comes with Ave
Maria is the wide range of ages and inter-
ests that residents bring with them. Ven-
tura, particularly, is working to meet the
needs of local teenagers.

“We do lots of things for residents from
ages 4 through 94, Ventura said. “I know
one of the demographics that tends to get
left out is teens. So, when I came in and
heard that, I thought about what we could
do for teens that could be fun and excit-
ing. So, we're hosting a Fortnite Challenge
on a mobile gaming truck.

“We (also) host camps during the sum-
mer, like a craft camp and a science camp.
Our teams put on a monthly Coffee with
a Twiss event where people can have a
cup of coffee, meet their neighbors, and
learn about whats going on in the com-
munity. Just recently, we hosted a new
homeowner orientation.”

Ventura said that more events specifi-
cally focused on teenagers will be coming
in the future.

“We constantly are thinking ahead,
Ventura said. “Right now, were planning
our 2026 calendar. We want to have dif-
ferent things every month, hitting dif-
ferent age brackets and interests. There’s
more strategic planning that goes into it.
We try to have a wide variety of options.”

While new events are planned, Ventu-
ra also puts current beloved events under
the microscope. She wants the events to
offer new surprises to old residents and
always stay fresh.

“There are some things that we do ev-

HE NATIONA

GOLF&>COUNTRY CLUB

AT AVE MARIA, FLORIDA

Love How You Live

Find your flow at this vibrant community, created to deliver
a balanced lifestyle. With wellness-focused amenities,
thoughtfully designed floorplans and a bundled social

membership included with the purchase of your new home,

it’s easy to feel good here.

Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist’s renderings and may contain options
that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Plans to build out this
neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2025

It’s all here and it’s all designed
for your next best chapter.

Low-Maintenance Homes

Call to schedule a tour at (239) 933-9642

Find your dream community at TheNationalVIP.com

Lennar Corporation. Lennar and the Lennar logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. Seller’s Broker: Lennar Realty,

Inc. Construction License(s): Lennar Homes, LLC CBC038894. Date 08/25

LENNAR

LIFESTYLE
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“"We constantly are thinking ahead. Right now, were planning our 2026 calendar.
We want to have different things every month, hitting different age brackets and inferests.”

ery year; Ventura said. “Within those,
how can we make them new and excit-
ing? Our job is to say, how can we add a
new flare to that every year? We have so
many amenities, which plays into it too.
We have a water park, we have two reg-

— Events Director Jackie Ventura

ular parks, we have a dog park, we have
the Town Center, we have the communi-
ty room—we have so many different ven-
ues, it allows a variety of different things
to happen”

Ventura encourages residents to ex-

plore the town and take part in events.
“If you're bored in Ave Maria, I’'m not
doing a good job,” Ventura said. “We al-
ways have something happening. Sports
leagues, yoga, pickleball. There’s always
something to do and we're excited to put

on different events for people of all ages”

The community calendar can be found
online at: www.avemaria.com/news-and-
events/events or the Ave Maria Master
Association App. '~

Q&A with the Master Association’s Events Director Jackie Ventura
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Where are you from?

My backstory is that I am originally
from Massachusetts. We moved from
Boston to Naples about a year and a half
ago. I lived there my entire life up un-
til a year and a half ago. I'm definitely a
northeast girl who is now in Florida.

What event should everyone be most
excited for this year?

Iam 100% most excited for Hometown
Christmas. It’s our biggest event, but per-
sonally, I am a huge lover of Christmas.
I keep a Christmas tree up in my house
year-round, and decorate it for each
season. I am just so excited to have the
whole Town Center transformed into a
Hallmark movie. When they told me this
is one of the events I would be planning,
I told them, “You've got your girl. I love
Christmas’ I used to host an ugly Christ-
mas sweater party with my friends every
year, and my house looks like the North

Pole when it’s decorated. I'm excited to
bring my personal passion for Christmas
into Hometown Christmas. There will be
surprises that I can’t talk about yet!

What is your favorite thing about
Ave Maria?

My favorite thing about Ave Maria,
honestly, is just how friendly people are.
Coming from the northeast, I think we’re
used to people being a little bit more di-
rect... So it’s interesting when you walk
into the businesses around here, or when
youre walking down Ave Maria Boule-
vard, people will make eye contact with
you and say hello. There’s no ulterior mo-
tive there; they're just friendly people. It’s
refreshing to see.

What is your favorite movie?

One movie that never gets old is “Fer-
ris Bueller’s Day Off” I've watched it a ba-
jillion times, and I think it’s a classic. '~
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Ave Maria

A BIG KIND OF SMALL TOWN®
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Saturday, January 24
2:00 - 6:00 PM

Saturday, January 31

12:00 -

5:00 PM

Saturday, February 14

12:00 -

5:00 PM

Saturday, March 14

12:00 -

5:00 PM

Saturday, March 28

12:00 -

5:00 PM
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CANCER

From page 1

Network (CAN), a nonprofit charity that
supports qualified families in Lee, Collier
and Hendry counties. More than a fund-
raiser, it is a celebration of life and the
relentless, collective fight against cancer.

Friendship, faith
and fortitude

After relocating from Michigan to
East Naples in 2002, MaryAnn Pierson
and her husband, Roy, of 49 years, expe-
rienced the wrath of hurricanes Wilma
and Irma, prompting their 2017 move
inland to Ave Maria, drawn by its charm
and affordability. “We loved it here,” she
recalls. “I got my gourmet kitchen, and
my husband got his three-car garage”

MaryAnn faced the devastating loss
of her husband in February, a profound
heartbreak that was softened by the sup-
port of a large group of Ave Maria friends
who shared her journey of grief and
resilience. MaryAnns friendships be-
came lifelines, as she discovered healing
through companionship, golf and shared
adventures.

Diagnosed with breast cancer at 48,
MaryAnn faced her own battle head-on,
opting for a mastectomy, chemotherapy
and reconstructive surgery. Her network
of family and friends was her anchor
then, too. “You can’t navigate this alone,”
she reflects.

Now 27 years cancer-free, she cred-
its vigilance with self-exams and yearly
mammograms, faith and an active life-

COURTESY PHOTOS

Participants rep their pink attire, shining on the golf course, in support of the Cancer Alliance Network.

style for her enduring health. “You have
to keep an eye on things. There’s a lot you
can do to improve your chances. Don’t
smoke, watch what you eat, exercise,
pray, keep up your spirits and rely on
your friends and loved ones”

A pastor’s path of hope
and connection

Valerie Thompson, a Pentecostal pas-
tor since 1982, found her retirement
haven in Ave Maria in 2019. Just a year
later, she confronted stage 1 breast can-
cer. Through surgery, radiation and

chemotherapy, Valerie’s faith and the
unwavering support of her community
carried her through. Friends provided
meals, pajamas for recovery and frequent
check-ins, ensuring that she never felt
alone. Her involvement in community
activities, including golf, pickleball and
art, further fortified her spirit.

The Kiss Cancer Goodbye Golf Tournament will take place on Oct. 22 at the Panther

Run Golf Club in Del Webb.

This 18-hole scramble unites Ave Maria residents, participants and friends in support of
raising vital funds for the Cancer Alliance Network.

S O C 1

Serving families since 1973 by providing
+  simple and affordable cremation services.

. National Cremation
E T Y®

Visit Us Today
or Call (239) 475-5510

13800 Tamiami Trl N Suite 106-107, Naples, FL. 34110 * www.NationalCremation.com
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“There’s such an amazing camaraderie
here,” she shares. “I've made more friends
in Ave Maria than I ever had in my life.
And now that I'm better, I try to help oth-
ers, because you sow and reap. You pay it
forward, and then it comes back 100-fold”

Valerie’s commitment to giving back
is evident in her participation in the Kiss
Cancer Goodbye Tournament, where
survivors are honored and hope flour-
ishes. “Last year was especially rewarding
and heartwarming because they took a
photo with all the cancer survivors, so we
got to see fellow friends and people who
had survived cancer. It felt nice to be ac-
knowledged and have people understand
what you've been through?”

Valerie’s advice to others is clear: “Stay
positive, stay connected and never hesi-
tate to ask for help. This community ral-
lies around you”

Advocacy and
a new chapter

In 2020, amid the isolation and un-
certainty of the COVID pandemic,
Cathy Mahoney’s world shifted with a
HER2-positive stage 2 breast cancer di-
agnosis. Her journey taught her the pow-
er of self-advocacy. Despite inconclusive
initial tests, her intuition pushed her to
seek further evaluations until the cancer
was confirmed.

Treatment involved chemotherapy
to shrink the tumor, followed by a mas-
tectomy. Reflecting on her experience,
Cathy emphasizes the significance of a
positive attitude and faith. “T felt lucky,
despite the circumstances. I trusted my
doctors and focused on gratitude for ear-
ly detection and excellent medical care”

Cathy’s experience led to a profound life
reassessment. After completing treatment,

she and her husband decided to fast-track
their retirement and move to Ave Maria in
2024, prioritizing a life filled with joy and
purpose. “We both said, ‘Life’s too short.
Let’s get to paradise. Let’s do what we want
to do? Our best friends already lived in
Ave Maria, and when we visited them we
fell in love with the town. Having lived in
big cities all my life, I love that it’s a little
world and elegantly simple, but you can
still drive to Naples or Miami. We love be-
ing close to the beach, and we've met some
fabulous people here”

Active in golf, yoga and community
events, Cathy’s spirit is infectious. “Can-
cer touches everyone. Here in Ave Maria,
the spirit of giving and togetherness is
real. People do really care, and whether
it’s a golf tournament or a fashion show
fundraiser, we're building bonds and cre-
ating joy.

Driving change,
one swing at a time

The Kiss Cancer Goodbye Golf Tour-
nament, open to all, kicks off at 9 a.m.
with spirited competition, heartfelt sur-
vivor tributes and lively fundraising ac-
tivities. “I's emotional and uplifting;”
says organizer Barb Mariano. “We honor
every life touched by cancer, fostering
hope and solidarity”

Proceeds benefit the nonprofit Cancer
Alliance Network, providing non-med-
ical support—from covering rent and
groceries to offering free wigs and sup-
port groups. “No one should battle can-
cer alone,” asserts CAN’s Program Direc-
tor Kristie Sammons.

To sign up for the golf tournament,
call the Panther Run Golf Club at 239-
304-2835. To support CAN, visit Cancer-
AllianceNetwork.org.

The golf tournament unites the community bringing excitiment and camaraderie to all.

SERIOUSLY DIFFERENT

MORALLY

RESPONSIBLE ZERO TOLERANCE

INVESTING

PROMINENT
CATHOLICS

CONTRARIAN
THINKING

AVE MARIA
MUTUAL FUNDS

1-866-AVE-MARIA avemariafunds.com

Past performance does not guarantee future resuits.

Schwartz Investment Counsel, Inc., aregistered investment adviser established in 1980, serves as investment adviser for Ave Maria Mutual Funds and invests only in securities that meet the Funds’ investment and religious requirements. The returns may be lower or higher than if
decisions were based solely on investment considerations. The method of security selection may or may not be successful and the Funds may underperform or outperform the stock market as a whole. All mutual funds are subject to market risk, including possible loss of principal.
Request a prospectus, which includes investment objectives, risks, fees, charges and expenses and other information that you should read and consider carefully before investing. The prospectus can be obtained by cailing 1-866-283-6274 or it can be viewed at
www.avemariafunds.com. Distributed by Ultimus Fund Distributors, LLC. 200-131-011524 | 16320271-UFD-02/22/2023
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A beloved tradition returns this October

The annual Fall Festival returns with food, games, live music and community spirit

BY ERICA FISH

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

As the summer heat gives way to cool-
er breezes and golden sunsets, Ave Maria
is gearing up for one of its most antici-
pated community traditions—the annu-
al Fall Festival, hosted by the Ave Maria
Master Association (AMMA). Sched-
uled for Saturday, Oct. 18, from 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., this family-friendly
event promises a day brimming with
food, fun, music and togetherness,
drawing residents to North Park.

Since its inception, the Fall Festival
has reflected the founding values of
Ave Maria, celebrating community and
family.

“This is my first involvement with
organizing this year’s Fall Festival, and
what I've learned through planning is it’s
about bringing everyone together,” said
Jackie Ventura, AMMA event director.
“Whether you've lived here for years
or just moved in, we invite community
members to meet more neighbors, enjoy
great food and celebrate the new season
as a community.

Past festivals have featured everything
from pumpkin patches and hayrides to
bounce houses, carnival games and live
entertainment. This year, organizers
promise even more excitement:

A taste of what’s to come

The Fall Festival will showcase a va-
riety of activities designed to delight all
ages. Families can look forward to:

e Pumpkin patch and decorating
station: Families will have the chance to
select their own pumpkin for purchase
and decorate it on-site, a tradition that
always draws enthusiastic participation.

o Live music and entertainment:
Band No Way Back, comprised of all
Ave Maria residents, will play a variety
of hits from the ‘70s, ‘80s, ‘90s and now.

» Hayrides, zipline and horseback:
New this year, talented animals will
be performing a variety of entertain-
ing tricks and crowd-pleasing routines,
plus a kid-friendly zipline.

» Food trucks and seasonal treats:
This North Park event will be a feast for
every palate as Mean Street Tacos and
Sweeter Society, voted best ice cream in
SWEFL, will be in attendance.

« Carnival games: Classic games like
ring toss and inflatables will keep the
kids entertained for hours.

» Vendors: Local artisans and small
businesses featuring youth entrepre-
neurs with Biz Kidz will set up booths,
offering handcrafted goods and unique
gifts.

AVE MARIA DEVELOPMENT / COURTESY PHOTOS
ABOVE: Father and daughter paint their hand-selected pumpkin together.
RIGHT: Support young entrepreneurs as they sell their goodies during the

autumn festivities!

Why it matters

For a town as close-knit as Ave Maria,
the Fall Festival is more than just a day of
fun—its a celebration of the community
spirit that defines life here. In a world that
often feels fast-paced and disconnected,
events like this offer a refreshing reminder
of the joy that comes from slowing down.

Residents who attended last year’s
event recall the energy and joy it brought.

“My family looks forward to it every
year; said Ariel Hernandez, an Avalon
Park resident. “It’s the one event where
we know welll see everyone—friends,
neighbors, classmates—all together in
one place. We're originally from Broward
County, where life was constantly go, go,
go, and chances to slow down and con-
nect were not often. Now, with my par-
ents and in-laws here in Ave Maria, my
kids are racing bikes down the street with
their friends and heading to North Park
for all the fun. It’s a completely different
pace, and we love it”

Looking ahead

Admission is $10 per person, with chil-
dren under the age of 4 being free. Activ-
ities will run throughout the event from

Giddy-up, horsie!

10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. AMMA
recommends pre-purchasing
tickets at the master associ-
ation office or website, Ave-
MariaMasterAssociation.com.
Parking will be available on-
site, with additional overflow
parking options provided near-
by. Organizers recommend ar-
riving early to take advantage
of the full activities schedule
and secure a good spot for the
live band. Families are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs or
blankets to relax and enjoy the
entertainment.

How to get involved

Volunteers play a role in
the success of the Fall Festival.
From helping at activity sta-
tions to assisting with the hay-
rides, community members are
encouraged to lend a hand.

Last year, Del Webb Naples resident
Jim Anderson volunteered to help facili-
tate the hayrides.

“You get to see the kids faces light up
with excitement,” Anderson said. “It’s

something simple, but it brings everyone
together, and that’s what makes Ave Ma-
ria so special”

Those interested in getting involved
can contact AMMA Event Director, Jack-

New friends were made at the petting zoo.




AVE MARIA SUN OCTOBER 2025 | A9 K E L LY !'S

$6.55

VALUE MEAL

ALL MEALS ARE SERVED WITH SIDE OF FRENCH
FRIES AND A CHOICE OF 160Z FOUNTAIN DRINK
ADD CHEESE FOR $0.30 SIZE UP FOR JUST $2
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AVE MARIA DEVELOPMENT / COURTESY PHOTOS
ABOVE: Jim Anderson helps a family
off the hayride. RIGHT: Ariel Hernan-
dez with her kids, Kalel and Elle, at last
year’s festival.

ie Ventura directly at jackie.ventura@
fsresidential.com.

A celebration to remember

“Every vyear, the Fall Festival grows,
not just in size, but in meaning;” said
Carol DiFlorio, AMMA Lifestyle Di-
rector. “It's more than pumpkins and
games. It’s about celebrating who we are
as a community”

So mark your calendars, pick out
your favorite sweater and get ready to
celebrate a tradition that captures the
very essence of small-town charm, and

6" tot
(:’ feagmm&m Fried Fish Sanduvich

Domedtic Bottled Beer - $2.55
Red/White Wire - $3.55
G LTAG YRR OB () @KELLYSROASTBEEF_FL

KELLYSROASTBEEF.COM

8900 FOUNDERS SQUARE GATEWAY SHOPPES 13585
that conti " :1d resident DR, NAPLES TAMIAMI TRAIL N, NAPLES

one that continues to remind residents

why Ave Maria is, indeed, A Big Kind of 239.387.1988 239.799.1664

Small Town. 8465 DANI DRIVE, FORT MYERS, FL
(NEXT TO TOP GOLF) 239.347.2447

$600 extra
every year!

Introducing LMCU’s new 4.00% ~PY" Max Checking account.

One of America’s best high-yield checking accounts*™ just got even better. We've raised the
interest rate without adding any monthly fees** or minimum balance requirement — at LMCU,
we call that re-setting the bar.

Get started at Go.LMCU.org/MaxChecking or a branch near you.

L MC U ®
Federally insured by NCUA. *APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rate as of 09/01/2025 and subject to change after account opening.

4.00% APY is earned on balances $15,000 and below, some requirements apply. Interest not paid on balances over $15,000. Nearly
$600 is earned at 4.00% APY on balances of $15,000. Fees may reduce earnings. **Bankrate, February 2025. **Overdraft/returned

item fees may apply. $5 membership required if not a member. YO U’l | |Ove ba n ki n g h ere.
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a  minor celebrity, he jokes, acknowl-
edging the townspeople’s warmth and
familiarity.

A legacy of service

Rosenbalm, a fourth-generation fire-
fighter, carries the legacy of service with
pride. “Growing up, I heard stories about
the brotherhood and the bonds formed
among firefighters. I knew from the start
that this was my calling,” he reflects. “This
is the best job in the world. I wouldn’t
want to do anything else. When people
call with an emergency, we're that light at
the end of the tunnel.  hope we can bring
people hope”

Rosenbalm rotates between the Ave
Maria and Immokalee fire stations, con-
tinuously advancing his skills as he pur-
sues paramedic certification. He recently
moved from Fort Myers to stay with his
grandmother in Del Webb. Living close
to work has improved his quality of life,
reducing commute stress and allowing
him to play at Panther Run Golf Club
and The National Golf & Country Club.

“Ave Maria is a tight-knit commu-
nity. Everyone knows each other and is
welcoming,” he says. Rosenbalm values
the support of the residents, often en-
countering good-natured faces at local
events and establishments. “Being part
of the community you serve is incredibly
rewarding. Youre not just a responder;
you're a neighbor and a friend”

Balancing duty and family
Van Tines journey into firefighting
started later in life. “After working for a
moving company for 10 years, I wanted
something more rewarding and chal-
lenging, with a sense of purpose,” he ex-
plains. Since joining the Immokalee Fire
Districtin 2017, Van Tine has risen to the

COURTESY PHOTO

Mitchell Van Tine, a lieutenant in the Immokalee Fire District, poses with his family.

rank of lieutenant, overseeing critical de-
cisions during emergency responses.

In 2023, he and his wife Anna and
three young daughters moved from
an East Naples condominium to a sin-
gle-family home in Silverwood. “We
wanted a community for the kids instead

of the condo life—something with a yard
and kids playing outside,” Van Tine ex-
plains. “Our neighbors have been incred-
ibly welcoming, and the kids have found
friends right next door. Everybody helps
each other. It feels like home.”

The shorter commute has significantly

COURTESY PHOTO
Lieutenant Paramedic Austin Uhrick, who serves Collier County Emergency Medical Services, pictured with his family.

improved Van Tine’s work-life balance,
allowing more quality time with his fam-
ily. “When I'm stationed at the Ave Maria
station, I can ride my bike to work, which
takes me about 10 minutes. And then,
coming home to Ave Maria after a long
shift feels really comforting,” he remarks.
“It’s a place where I can truly relax and be
present with my loved ones”

In addition to putting out fires, res-
cuing people from car accidents or falls
in the home, Van Tine enjoys visiting
public schools and interacting with the
children. “Were constantly going to
the schools and educating kids about
safety. We also do spray-downs, where
we spray water on the kids so they can
splash around. And the county also puts
on events where a truck from every de-
partment comes to the fairgrounds or to
a mall parking lot, and we show off the
equipment so kids get to ask us questions
and see the different apparatus.”

A family rooted
in community

Uhrick has been a first responder
for more than a decade, serving Collier
County Emergency Medical Services at
the Logan/Vanderbilt and Logan/Im-
mokalee stations. Initially aspiring to a
career in commercial aviation, Austin’s
life took a pivotal turn after spending
time with firefighters at the airport and
participating in ride-alongs. “I fell in
love with helping people,” he recalls. “I
couldn’t imagine doing anything else”

Austin’s commitment extends beyond
his paramedic duties. As a member of
the tactical team supporting the Col-
lier County Sherift’s SWAT team, he re-
sponds to high-stakes situations, as well
as VIP details, motorcades and critical
incidents. Despite long, grueling shifts
that sometimes stretch to 72 hours, he
remains passionate: “It’s a great job. I love
helping people, even through the chal-
lenges of sleepless nights and time away
from family”

For several years, Austin lived in Bro-
ward County and commuted up to two
hours to his job in Collier, leaving his
wife Ashley, an elementary school teach-
er, and their twin sons much too far away.
“The boys missed daddy, of course, and
we couldn’t go and visit and see him, and
hed be gone for 24 to 48 hours at a time,
so I think that was the hardest part,” Ash-
ley explains.

In 2023, the family moved to Avalon
Park. “When I was first hired, I worked
at the Ave Maria station, when it was just
a trailer out by the football fields,” Aus-
tin recalls. “I really loved the area. Lunch
at The Bean, the Saturday festivals, the
church in the middle of town—I thought
this was a really cool community that
Ashley would love, and she did”

Transitioning from Broward County
to Ave Maria was a monumental deci-
sion for Ashley, leaving behind friends,
family and a well-established, 15-year
career. But the promise of a close-knit
community and better quality of life for
their boys, Atreyu and Ashton, made
the change worthwhile. Ashley was able
to get a job as a second-grade teacher at
Estates Elementary, and when Ave Maria
Elementary School opens next year, she
hopes to be one of its inaugural teachers.

Since relocating, the Uhricks have
embraced Ave Marias charm. Austin’s
commute has significantly decreased,
giving him precious time with his family.
The community’s vibrant spirit resonates
with them—whether attending church,
participating in local events or running
into Ashley’s students at the store.

“In Broward it felt like a place where
people live. Ave Maria feels like a com-
munity, says Austin. “We know our
neighbors, and there’s a sense of belong-
ing
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lery in Maple Ridge where they can tour
nine designer-furnished model homes.
Although walk-ins are welcome from
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. seven days a week,
appointments are recommended for per-
sonalized attention. On most weekends,
a home lender is on site to review mort-
gage options.

For more information or to make an
appointment, call 855-280-4648 or vis-
it www.MapleRidgeFL.com. The sales &
models gallery is located at 5009 Alonza
Avenue.

AVE MARIA DEVELOPMENT / COURTESY PHOTO
Maple Ridge by CC Homes features premi-
um lots with stunning lake views.

The Gulf model by CC Homes offers smart-home features.

The Harbour model.

OAR & IRON

RAW BAR & GRILL

Summer Specials

Daily Specials Available
All Summer Long!

More For Monday
Earn double loyalty points!

$5 Taco Tuesday

$5 Taco menu

Wine Down Wednesday
Discounted wines 5pm-Close

Thirsty Thursday
$10 cocktails, $6 wine, $5 beer

FislhFridays
Fish & chips for $15

SociallHour Saturday
Select food & drink menu

Smash/Burgersunday
Smash burger & fries for $10

Sun-Thurs 11:30am - 9pm ¢ Fri-Sat 11:30am - 10pm

8850 Founders Square Dr « 239.427.3335 « oarandiron.com

STOP THE
INSANITY!

Is your community experiencing:
e Frequent Manager Changes
e Emails/Phone calls not

returned in a timely manner \

e Infrequent onsite
presence by Manager
e Financials not delivered on-time
e Violations continually unresolved
e Board Members acting as
property managers

WHEN ENOUGH IS ENOUGH,
Call Cambridge
Property Management.

Family owned and
operated for 30 years

OFFICES IN
Ave Maria - Naples

\ Bonita Springs

239-249-7000

ambridgeswfl.com
jamesf@cambridgemanagement.com
daniellef@cambridgeswfl.com

cambridge

e Property Management
| of Sassthwest Florkds
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BY JAMES BOJACIUK

Ave Maria Correspondent

The Rotary Club of Ave Maria recently
celebrated its first anniversary. In this time,
the organization has taught water safety,
shown children the basics of working in
small business, and conducted drives to
support local non-profits like One More
Child. The newly appointed president, Ja-
son Kurek, intends to expand these efforts.

Founded in 1905, Rotary International
is a non-political and non-religious ser-
vice organization, which is a kind of vol-
untary non-profit charity.

“Rotary is an incredible opportuni-
ty for a community to get together and
make an impact on the surrounding area
and beyond,” Kurek said. “Rotary Clubs
are international. They will work with
non-profits that are in their region, but
then also work on initiatives like clean
water in places around the world. Rotary
is the reason that polio is virtually eradi-
cated. In the twentieth century, they took
a strong stance on getting vaccines distrib-
uted, even to some of the remote places on
the planet. Because of Rotarians, they were
able to make sure people were treated and
protected from the spread of polio”

The Rotary Club of Ave Maria began
small, largely founded by people who had
served in other Rotary Clubs across the
country.

“We had a nice start for the organi-
zation,” former president JD Ribali said,
“even with a lot of people not really know-
ing what Rotary is all about. We have
about 50 people in our group. Our focus
has been on finding projects that will make
an impact on our community.”

One continuing program, designed to
teach children basic water safety tech-
niques designed to reduce injury or death
from water accidents. started with the
idea that they should roll on their
backs like an otter if they fall into the
water.

“Our big project was Josh the Otter,”
Ribali said. “It’s a water safety program
to give awareness to kids and families
about what to do around a swimming
pool or an open waterway. It's about
teaching kids what to do if they fall in
the water: roll on your back so you can
breathe. ... There was a local drowning
last year, so that has been a real focus of
ours. That’s something we’re not going
to let just pass by”

New projects are wide-ranging,

Service with impact

The Rotary Club of Ave Maria celebrates its first anniversary
with new leadership and a growing commitment to community
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ROTARY CLUB OF AVE MARIA / COURTESY PHOTO

Cheryl McDonough, Jason Kurek, Mary Harp-Jirschele, Meagan Wilson, JD Ribali, Kristina Ribali, Kathy Collingsworth and Blake

Collingsworth.

Mind Over Tumors. Both charities had
a specific need, which the Rotary Club
works to satisfy.

“One More Child said that their need
was diapers and wipes,” Kurek said. “As the
Rotary Club, we took on that challenge and
collected hundreds of diapers and wipes.
The secret sauce was the drop-oft location.
It allowed people in the community to see
this non-profit that they had never heard
of, to not only learn about it but also go
out and help”

“Were doing the same thing for anoth-
er non-profit called Mind Over Tumors,”
Kurek continued. “It is a non-profit that

"Rotary is an incredible
opportunity for a
community to get
fogether and make an

impact on the surrounding

area and beyond.”

— Jason Kurek, Rotary Club
of Ave Maria President

including both outreach for other

non-profits and donation drives.

“For this year, I want to shed a
light on the non-profits that serve
the families, animals, and communi-
ty right in our own back yard,” Kurek
said. “Whether that be in Ave Maria,
the county, or southwest Florida as a
whole. By doing this, it would allow
members to come in and hear speakers
from these non-profits. But additional-
ly, we started a podcast which is called
Rotary Reach, which is supplemental
to what occurred at the meeting. The
non-profit that presented will have the
opportunity to be interviewed, and
these interviews are shared on all of
our social media. Their message, and
what they’re doing for the community;,
is spread beyond the walls of our meet-
ings”

The Rotary Club of Ave Maria seeks
to find and remedy the needs of local
non-profit organizations. For example,
the Rotary Club recently concluded
a donation drive for One More Child
and is currently seeking donations for

RIGHT: Jason Kurek, Cee Cee Marinell and
JD Ribali. BELOW: Cheryl McDonough, Jim

Anderson, Denee Williams, Jason Kurek, Alica

Farmen, Gallagher Crook, Kristina Ribali,

Mary Harp-Jirschele, Sharon Levesque, Nestor

Levesque and JD Ribali.

was started by an incredible 17-year-old
young man. His sister had cancer. He saw
the challenges that his family had. They
were able to overcome them. But he knew
that many families don't, and knew they
could use a little extra help to cross those
barriers. We've partnered with them to
collect stuffed animals for children who
have cancer. We have united a coalition of
businesses right in Ave Maria, from The
Secret Ingredient, Sunshine Ace Hard-
ware, Ledo Pizza, OASIS, Stella Rose Way
and Way Out Toys & Games. They will

have drop-oft points”

In addition, the Rotary Club works to
educate local businesses and the commu-
nity on development updates and what is
expected in the near future as the town
continues to grow. At least once per year,
Barron Collier Companies Vice Presi-
dent of Commercial Real Estate, Cee Cee
Marinelli, addresses the club to speak
about development and business trends.
Ribali considers this one of the key events
at the club, and is deeply thankful for her
insights. “It is so impactful to our resi-
dents and business owners when
they have the opportunity to hear
directly from the developer. They
always leave so much more knowl-
edgable and thankful for the hard
work the developer puts in behind
the scenes, ” said Ribali.

The business insights also extend
to children from 7 to 18, who are
mentored by Rotary Club members.
This outreach is run by Ribali.

“We also are involved with Biz
Kidz Ribali said. “We teach kids
about business. We host Biz Kidz
Markets in the community where the
kids get an opportunity to sell their
products or services and experience
what it’s like to work in business.

Kurek requests that residents
in the community join the Rotary
Club.

“A very important part of what
were doing takes people,” Kurek
said. “In addition to helping out
our community, our key initiative
is membership. We need many
more hands to go and help with
these projects, to further engage
non-profit organizations that des-
perately need the help of the Ave
Maria community. That’s one of
the greatest things about Ave Ma-
ria. Its friendly, its caring, and its
people that want to do good. Those
people may not know about Rotary,
but wed like to connect with them,
have them come to one of our meet-
ings, and engage in our work for the
community.”

The Rotary Club of Ave Maria can
be found online at www.avemariabiz.
com/rotary. This includes a calendar
of their upcoming meetings.
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AVALON PARK

More Quality Built-In.

From the mid-$300,000s - $700,000+

It’s easy to stay active and have family
fun at Avalon Park. Located within
walking or biking distance to downtown
Ave Maria, Avalon Park atftracts families
looking for exceptional schools, close
proximity to neighborhood parks, and
plenty of living space. Avalon Park offers
spacious homesites, unique architectural
exteriors, and nine consumer-inspired

one- and two-story single-family homes
that combine Pulte Homes’ signature
quality construction and personalized
design opportunities. With home designs
including up to six bedrooms and six
bathrooms in nearly 5,000 square feet
of living space, you are sure to find your
dream new home to fit your family’s
needs now and in the future.

e Ty
Pulte
HOMES

More Life Built In”*

“As one of the nation’s largest and

most respected homebuilders with

more than 70 years of homebuilding
experience, Pulte Homes offers numerous
advantages, including greater efficiency,
personalized options, and a world class
warranty. With modern designs inspired
by consumers, energy-efficient features,
greener appliances, low maintenance, a
10-year structural warranty, smart home

technology, and financing perks through
Pulte Mortgage Company, buying a new
Pulte home tailored to your preferences
ensures a convenient and sustainable
living experience. Get peace of mind,
great financing options and the quality
craftsmanship you deserve with a new
Pulte home. That’s More Life Built In®,
and that’s exactly what you'll find at
Avalon Park.”
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COVERED LANAI

GATHERING ROOM
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2CAR GARAGE

FOVER

PORCH.

BEDROOM 2

Avalon Park at Ave Maria
4364 Washington Place, Ave Maria, FL 34142
239-842-1657

Mystique
e Starting from the low $400s

¢ 1,889+ square feet

* Two to Five Bedrooms
¢ Two to Four Bathrooms
e 2-car Garage

¢ Loft Option Available
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NAPLES

We Believe You Will Love It Here
From the low-$200,000s - $600,000+

Del Webb Naples brings premier resort-
style amenities and a lifestyle nothing short
of extraordinary to Ave Maria. Here, daily
possibilities for new adventures await.
Where every day is different - and enfirely
up to you. From a dip in the pool to a
friendly game of pickleball, in Del Webb
Naples you'll find countless opportunities to
grow, thrive, and enjoy those new passions
you've been waiting to explore. Del Webb
Naples provides amenities, programs, and
support needed for health and wellness,

No one understands the importance of
community like Del Webb. Del Webb
communities are an extension of the
homeowners who live there - a collection
of passions and activities you love to enjoy
with others. When you choose to build in a
Del Webb 55+ active adult community, you
get the benefit of more than six decades
of homebuilding experience. With homes

conveniently located right where you live.
No matter how full or fulfilling you want your
days o be, you'll find a way to energize
your mind, body, and spirit the way you've
always wanted to. Enjoy golf, bocce ball,
bicycling, dance instruction, art, endless
ways to socialize, and opportunities to give
back to the community that surrounds you.
No matter one’s stage in life, in Del Webb
Naples you'll never cease to be amazed af
how rich your days can be. We believe you’ll
love it here.

designed for how you live, including

the features that matter most to you, all
backed by a warranty you can rely on,
you'll feel secure now and into the future.
Our streamlined process makes it easy
for you to build the home you’ve always
wanted in the kind of vibrant community
you've been looking for.

Del Webb Naples

OPT. PATIO EXTENSION

140X 100

COVERED LANAI
1220100

OPT. DROPPED TRAY

OWNER'S SUITE
130140

OPT, TRAY

GJATHERING ROOI
122418

CAFE
128%102

[VAUN] jaepes

OPT. DOORS

OPT. DROPPED TRAY

%,

s FLEX
S axos
p

2 CAR GARAGE
05x205

FOYER

BEDROOM 2
11 10-1

6231 Liberty Street, Ave Mariq, FL 34142
239-842-9643

Prosperity

« Starting from the low $400s

¢ 1,670+ square feet

* Two to Three Bedrooms
* Two Bathrooms

e 2-car Garage

AVE MARIA SUN
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MAPLE

AT AVE

Nestled in the heart of Ave Maria, the stunning
Maple Ridge community continues to attract
homebuyers of all ages and life stages with

its blend of modern living, fimeless elegance,
and smart home convenience. Built by CC
Homes- a Codina-Carr Company, a Coral
Gables-based private homebuilder with a
four-decades-long legacy in South Florida

real estate, Maple Ridge is one of the

firm’s flagship communities. This best-selling
neighborhood is known for its spacious floor
plans and homesites, customizable finishes, and
unmatched value. Whether you're a young
professional, growing family, or retiree looking
for a peaceful yet active lifestyle, Maple Ridge
offers a welcoming place to call home.

IDGE

MARTA

Beyond the homes themselves, the
community’s resort-style amenities and

lifestyle director set it apart. With a world class
clubhouse, fithess center, swimming pool,
playgrounds, walking trails, green spaces,

and lakeside views - here, every day fruly

feels like a retreat. Maple Ridge continues to
attract people from across the state, around
the country, and even internationally. Each
week, new families move to this vibrant,
multigenerational community - where neighbors
become friends and every lifestyle can flourish.
With early delivery homes available and new
homesites just released, now is an incredible
time to make the move fo a new home in
Maple Ridge!

Save Thousands on Your Next Home

with Special

/NN

Incentives!

CC HOMES

Starting from the mid-$300,000’s - $700,000°’s

CC Homes is ranked as one of the top five
new home builders in South Florida and
Southwest Florida, offering affordable single-
family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple Ridge
neighborhoods. Homeowners are pampered
with high-end designer features included in

the base price. Maple Ridge neighborhoods
include a brand-new clubhouse for

residents with resort-style pool and cabanas,
fitness center, billiard room, exercise park,
concierge, coffee bar, exhibition kitchen and
kids’ room.

Maple Ridge
5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Mariq, FL 34142
855-280-4648 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com

iy

Fairway

* 2,588 a/c square feet
e Three to Four bedrooms
e Two and a Half to Three Bathrooms

e Two Walk-in Closets in
Primary Bedroom

e Covered Terrace
e 2 or 3-car Garage
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Final Opportunities for Preserve &
Lake View Homesites on Agostino Way

o

SILVER WOOD

As part of the highly sought affer new home
community, Maple Ridge at Ave Mario-
Silverwood offers exciting residential choices
to buyers. Silverwood provides homeowners
the perfect home at a great value. All of
these single-family homes are beautifully
designed with Mediterranean, Coastal or
Contemporary architecture and an inviting
array of designer features included as well
as some custom options available. Both
Silverwood and Maple Ridge have a superb
location within Ave Maria, so residents
benefit from a great school district and
sense of community.

/NN

Floor plan spotlight: The Huntington is a
new consfruction, one-story home with
three bedrooms, two baths, great room,
eat-in kitchen, storage, master suite with
walk-in closet and attached garage.
Premium features included that are
standard include designer brand faucets
and fixtures, and tile flooring. Gourmet
kitchens have stainless steel appliances,
European-style wood cabinetry and quartz
countertops. A spa-like primary bedroom
features double sinks with quartz vanity
tops and a spacious shower.

CC HOMES

Buy New and Save Big!

CC Homes is ranked as one of the top

five new home builders in South Florida
and Southwest Florida, offering affordable
single-family luxury in Ave Maria’s Maple
Ridge neighborhoods. Homeowners are
pampered with high-end designer features

included in the base price. Maple Ridge
neighborhoods include a brand-new
clubhouse for residents with resort-style
pool and cabanas, fithess center, billiard
room, exercise park, concierge, coffee bar,
exhibifion kifchen and kids’ room.

)

D ELeatEe |

First Floor Plan
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Second Floor Plan

Maple Ridge
5009 Alonza Avenue, Ave Mariq, FL 34142
855-280-4648 | www.MapleRidgeFL.com

Doheny

* 2,047 a/c square feet
e Three Bedrooms

¢ Two and a Half
Bathrooms

e 2-car Garage

* Preserve view, Upstairs
Laundry, Loft & More!
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GOLFEL~COUNTRY CLUB

AT AWl HAENIA, IpOoRIGA

ASK ABOUT OUR SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS!
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About the community

Experience resort-style living at The National
Golf & Country Club in Ave Maria, where
Lennar brings its signature, Everything’s
Included® homes to one of Southwest
Florida’s most desirable destinations.
Centered around a stunning 18-hole
championship golf course designed by
Gordon Lewis, choose from a variety of
thoughtfully craffed home options—two-
bedroom terrace and veranda condos,
three-bedroom coach homes, or spacious
single-family residences—each one
including a bundled social membership.
That membership opens the door to more
than just beautiful amenities. It invites you

intfo a lifestyle filled with events, activities,
and opportunities to engage—from casual
poolside gatherings and themed dinners
to tennis matches and wellness sessions.
With a resort-style pool and spa, full-service
clubhouse, fine and casual dining, yoga
and aerobics studio, tfreatment rooms,

and even a beauty salon, everything is
thoughtfully designed to help you make the
most of each day. Whether you're here for
the season or year-round, The National at
Ave offers more than a home—it offers a
place to belong. Come see the clubhouse
and four our model homes, open daily. You
just might find your next best chapter here.

LENNAR

From the mid-$200s to $500+

Since 1954, Lennar has been building homes
that combine quality, value and innovation.
As one of America’s leading homebuilders,
Lennar is known for its Everything’s
Included® approach, offering modern
features and finishes at no extra cost. We

simplify the homebuying experience by
providing everything you need in one
place—Lennar Mortgage, Lennar Title, and
Lennar Insurance—taking the hassle out of
the process, so you can focus on what fruly
maftters: finding the home of your dreams.

Learn the possibilities of
Everything’s Included®

The National Golf & Couniry Club

lk-In Walk-I
Closet Clos

%#AM__;

o
Dining Room
4 4 x 12"

Bromelia I.I Condo

- T

e Starting from the Mid $200s
¢ 1,355 square feet

* Two Bedrooms

e Two Bathrooms

e l-car Garage

6090 Artisan Court, Ave Mariq, FL 34142
239-208-6417 | www.TheNationalVIP.com
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Shining on the diamond

Ave Maria All-Star softball team made history,

finishing seventh in the state and inspiring the next wave of players

BY GLENN MILLER

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

The summer of 2025 was a magical one
for the girls on the Ave Maria Little League
8-10 All-Star softball team. For the first time
in their young lives, they ventured far from
home to play in district and sectional, where
they dominated, winning games by a com-
bined score of 71-23. The Ave Maria softball
team finished seventh in the state.

The journey began on June 16 with a 12-2
victory over the Estates All-Stars in Bonita
Springs. The Ave Maria girls were just get-
ting warmed up. Then came a 24-12 drub-
bing of the Immokalee All-Stars and then a
13-3 victory over the Estates All-Stars.

That earned them the District 18 title
and a guaranteed spot in a sectional tour-
nament. On July 12, nearly a month since
the run began, they beat the Clewiston
All-Stars 6-1. The following day, they won
again, this time 16-5.

That earned them a spot in the state tour-
nament in Palm Coast, which, according to
Google Maps, is 288 miles from Ave Maria,
quite far from home.

Catharine Pezzotti’s daughter, Angelina,
was part of the magic.

“I didn’t expect so much excitement
around it;” Catharine said. “It was definite-
ly challenging and helped the girls develop
skills in a short amount of time””

At the state tournament, the Ave Maria
softball team faced elite-level travel teams
and players — then the season ended, but
what a season of memories it was.

This All-Star team was a new venture and
adventure for the Ave Maria Little League.

“Like an uncharted path and territory;
said Manager Justin Chervets, whose daugh-
ter, Ava, was on the team. “Sounded like a
good challenge to me”

They built a team of 12 girls from a league
that is smaller and younger than most in the
state. Yet they rolled through district games
in Bonita Springs and sectional games in La-
Belle to qualify for states far away on Flori-
da’s east coast.

“I couldn’t even believe it;” Chervets said
of the team’s accomplishments. “Such a great
experience for all these girls and parents”

It was a learning experience for a group
with limited experience compared to some
of their opponents. Chervets pointed out
that his team was basically a recreation-
al-level team that encountered travel ball
teams at the state level.

“Some of these girls never even stole a
base before,” Chervets said.

Then they stole 116 bases in the All-Star
Play. They also hit. Boy, could they hit. The
All-Stars had a team batting average of .341
with four players hitting .400 or better.

The leading hitters:

B Luciana Ryle: .765.

B Keira Maloney: .538.

B Bella Carrion: 471.

B Micaela Figueroa: .400.

Back in May, before the summer magic
happened, expectations were modest.

“My expectation was really just to give
Ave Maria an opportunity to grow as a com-
munity;” Chervets said.

Many of the girls were new to the sport.

“T was part of fall ball last year and my
daughter didn't even know that kids played
softball,” Chervets said.

Ava, Chervets’ daughter, discovered soft-
ball by attending her father’s recreational
adult games, so her dad signed her up for
softball. “See if she likes it,” Chervets said.

Ava not only liked it but did well, drawing
nine walks in the all-star competition.

From the first practice, Chervets had clear
messages for the team.

“We are obviously here to have fun and

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top left to right: Assistant Coach Daniel Ryle, Head Coach Justin Chervets and Assistant Coach Paul Gaudio. Second row left to right:
Mia Sanchez, Isabelle Stumpf, Keira Maloney, Ava Chervets and Tinley Wilkening. Third row left to right: Angelina Pezzotti, Giabel-
la Gaudio, Bella Carrion, Micaela Figueroa, Luciana Ryle, Viviana Balentine and Calynn De Jesus.

make memories and whatnot,” Chervets
said he told the team. “But really were here
to win”

They did all that - had fun, made memo-
ries and won.

From the initial All-Star practice, Cher-
vets could see something special about the
team.

“Everybody was just on it;” Chervets said.
“The energy was so great. The parents, you
could tell, were excited. We had a full stand,
a full bleacher of parents just out at practice.
I mean, everyone showed up to this practice.
That never happens”

Chervets also noticed the versatility of his
players.

“We can literally put these girls at any

position and not be concerned if someone’s
going to miss a play,” Chervets said.

In addition to defensive versatility, the
team had offensive depth.

“Our bottom of the order was just as
strong as our top of the order;” Chervets said.

As the state tournament in Palm Coast
came around, Chervets said the Ave Maria
All-Stars were recreational players, but their
state tournament competition featured trav-
el ball players.

“We had not one girl on our team that was
from travel ball,” Chervets said. “No travel
experience whatsoever.”

Chervets was realistic at that point.

“We already knew the writing was going
to be on the wall,” Chervets said.

SOFTBALL

i-mrﬁ;iltmn
DISTRICT 18
CHAMPIONS

The team beaming with pride after they won the District Championship.

So Chervets and coaches Daniel Ryle
and Paul Gaudio planned to make the state
tournament a celebration of what they had
achieved, winning districts and sectionals
and qualifying for the state tournament.

“Win or lose, were going to have a great
time,” Chervets said.

They lost the first game at state by the
run-rule.

“That was the toughest for all of us,” Cher-
vets said. “It was very tough on the parents,
coaches and girls. They hadn’t experienced a
loss in almost three months. And the world
came crashing down very quickly for them.
There were a lot of tears post-game when we
were on the field. I told the girls there’s noth-
ing to be upset about”

He continued on and told the team, “Look
how far we made it”

Chervets admitted that the first loss was
“just brutal”

“After that, it was just nothing but
cheering for the rest of the games, cheer-
ing everybody,” he said. “Every play was
something to celebrate, even if they struck
out but they struck out swinging. At least
they were swinging””

The losses at the start of the tournament
were tough on parents as well. “T think it was
harder on the parents to see it unfold like
that,” Catharine Pezzotti said. The girls han-
dled the losses with grace and “Held their
heads high and fought to the very end. It was
really inspiring to see that”

It was a new adventure as they played
away from Ave Maria and were up against
more experienced players.

“They pushed through even with the heat
and through the rain,” said parent Danielle
Turrubiartez, whose daughter Calynn DeJe-
sus is an All-Star. “They played through all
kinds of weather except for cold”

It was a summer of intangible rewards
such as memories and gaining confidence,
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

In early August,
pickleball enthusiasts
gathered at North Park
to celebrate the grand
opening of the pickleball
courts. At the event, Joe
Lampkin and Kim Twiss
cut the ribbon, official-
ly opening the courts.
Players of all skill levels
enjoyed an evening out
dancing to music by DJ
D-Flo, enjoying delicious
frozen drinks by Will
Vargas of Watts & Coffee
and getting to know other
pickleball fanatics in the
community.

el
T
4 =i T
LEy | o L 11| aBovE: Joe Lampkin and Kim Twiss cut the grand
- SEass opening ribbon. TOP LEFT: Carol DiFlorio. LEFT: SEE MORE PICKLE BALL GRAND
Pickleball enthusiast tried out the new courts. OPENING PHOTOS, A24 >

Ave Maria All-Star Softball team pic-
tured with their medals after winning
the Sectional Championships.

Ave Maria 8-10
All-Star Softball roster

Viviana Balentine / [ = b l | B .
Luciana Ryle i o . . EE T 4 S e
Keira Maloney [+ = ' e ' i |
Bella Carrion
Micaela Figueroa
Angelina Pezzotti
Ava Chervets
Isabelle Stumpf
Calynn DelJesus I
Mia Sanchez Tk, ' el : e ;
Giabella Gaudio COURTESY PHOTOS
Tinley Wilkening Some of the girls are posing with their “Game Balls” after their last game at States.

but it was also a summer of tangible awards ~we’re going to have to build a trophy tant coaches, to order them trophies for est, with more children signing up to play

such as trophies, pins and end-of-game balls. room. These girls went from never get- each championship that we won” softball. Chervets said fall ball registra-
“Parents keep saying, man, I dont ting anything to racking up countless Each player received a trophy with her  tion has doubled over last year. By Aug.
know what I'm going to do with all these = game balls, countless pins and medals. I name on it. 20, 41 kids had registered, compared to

game balls,” Chervets said. “Or, man, took it upon myself, along with my assis- The All-Star success has sparked inter- 11 last year.

SANDRA YEYATI / AVE MARIA SUN
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Cardinals take flight

The rise of Ave Maria Elementary School

CHARLES PERRY PARTNERS / COURTESY PHOTOS

The Ave Maria Elementary School is set to open August 2026 and will serve approximately 900 pre-K through fifth-grade students.

BY SANDRA YEYATI
Ave Maria Correspondent

Ave Maria is thriving, and with it
grows an unwavering commitment to
educational excellence. The eagerly antic-
ipated Ave Maria Elementary School, set
to open in August 2026, is a bold declara-
tion of growth, unity and the promise of
a brighter future for local families. With
more than 5,500 homes sold, the demand
for this school is undeniable.

A vision realized

Occupying 46 acres off Anthem Park-
way near the water park, the school will
serve approximately 900 pre-K through
fifth-grade students. Originally reserved
by Barron Collier Companies and pro-
vided to Collier County Public Schools in
2008, this land now fulfills its destiny as a
cornerstone of the community.

Designed by R.G. Architects, P.A., and
constructed by Charles Perry Partners,
Inc., the school’s architecture celebrates
form and function. From sound-absorb-
ing panels that maintain a serene learning
environment to flexible spaces capable of
hosting both grand presentations and
intimate study groups, every design ele-
ment caters to the diverse needs of today’s
students.

Cardinals soar

Community engagement is at the
heart of Ave Maria Elementary’s devel-
opment. A survey in May received more
than 700 responses as residents selected
the school’s red, gray and white colors, as
well as the dynamic “Cardinals” mascot.
But the story doesn’t end there—once the
school opens, students and families will
name the mascot, deepening their con-
nection to their school.

Inside the two-story building that
houses the classrooms, there will be red
accents to energize the walls and tile

flooring, complemented by cedar-col-

ored furniture. The cafeteria doubles as a
versatile event space, equipped with two
serving lines, advanced stage technology
and ample room for school and commu-
nity gatherings.

Building progress

The groundbreaking ceremony on June
3 marked a significant milestone, attract-
ing an impressive assembly of local and
state officials, school board members, ar-
chitects, engineers, enthusiastic residents,
Barron Collier Companies’ executives
and all four home-builders. Among them
was the Pereira family, whose personal
story encapsulates the profound impact
this school will have.

“I wasn’t expecting it to be such a big
event like it was,” said Carolina Pereira.
“I've never been to a groundbreaking
ceremony for a brand-new school, so it
was a little unexpected. It was very nice.
So many officials and townspeople were
there”

Since then, construction has surged
ahead. Within just seven days in August,
115 concrete tilt panels rose to form the
school’s structural walls. The excitement
is electric as Ave Maria watches its future
unfold, one panel at a time.

“Every day, the site is developing
forward and we are excited to see the
progress,” said Laura Mendocino, exec-
utive director of Collier County Public
Schools, who recently provided an up-
date to the Collier County School Board.
“From what we have heard, the commu-
nity is very excited to have a public ele-
mentary school opening up. The families
seem very excited about this, eliminating
the bus ride for many of the students who
are currently going to Estates Elementary
School, so I think it will be a win-win.”

A story of hope
and opportunity

The Pereira familys journey mirrors

that of many Ave Maria residents. Drawn
by the town’s charm, affordability and
strong sense of community, they moved
here from Broward County in 2022. Car-
olina is an elementary school teacher
with 15 years of experience, currently in-
structing second-graders at Village Oaks
Elementary School in Immokalee.

“Having a new elementary school in
Ave Maria provides us with an incredible
sense of security and safety, knowing that
my children are close to home. The fact
that it's a brand-new school is also really
wonderful,” she shared. Her daughters,
Celine, 4, and Christine, 3, will be among
the first to experience the school’s inno-
vative curriculum and state-of-the-art
facilities.

Reflecting on the groundbreaking
event, Pereira expressed admiration for
the community’s support and the col-
laborative effort involved in bringing the
school to life. “I was amazed at how much
is involved in a new school—all these
people that are involved that we don’t
even think about, like the architects, the
builders and the school board. Its im-
pressive and exciting,” she remarked.

Pereira also noted the broader impli-
cations of the new school for Ave Maria,
saying, “The new school makes Ave Ma-
ria itself a lot more marketable for other
people who want to move to this com-
munity because there are a lot of families
with young children. It’s good for proper-
ty values and attracting other young fam-
ilies to the area.”

A foundation for the future

Ave Maria Elementary is more than
bricks and mortar; it is a promise to fu-
ture generations. Designed for growth,
the flexible layout accommodates further
expansion, ensuring that it will evolve
along with the community. Built on land
acquired at no cost to taxpayers, the
school stands as a model of smart devel-

CAROLINA PEREIRA / COURTESY PHOTO
Pereira family.

opment and community investment.

Safety is paramount, with a storm-
ready design that doubles as a shelter,
offering reassurance to families. The up-
coming selection of a principal in Octo-
ber and the opening of teaching positions
in early 2026 add to the community’s an-
ticipation. Local home builders are eager
to support the incoming class. Special
incentives are being created for potential
new teachers looking to move into a new
home in Ave Maria. More announce-
ments will be coming out soon for specif-
ic home savings.

A community
dream realized

As Ave Maria Elementary rises, it em-
bodies the hopes, dreams and determina-
tion of an entire town. The Pereira family’s
story is just one among many;, illustrating
the transformative power of education.
With each passing day, as walls are built
and classrooms take shape, Ave Maria’s
new elementary school stands as a sym-
bol of what is possible when a communi-
ty comes together to invest in its future.

Stay updated on Ave Maria Elementa-
ry’s progress at CollierSchools.com/aes
for timelines, visual updates and exciting
drone footage. '~
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ALL AROUND AVE MARIA

All events are subject to change. Please visit
the Ave Maria events calendar for more in-
formation.

B OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

10th annual Trunk or Treat

On Saturday, October 25 from 3 - 6
p-m. join us for the 10th annual Trunk
or Treat in the Ave Maria Town Center!
Come in costumes, bring a bag or bucket,
and enjoy treats from our local business-
es. *Candy will be handed out from 4 to 5
p-m. The event will include DJ music, face
painting, costume contests and special of-
fers from shops and restaurants through-
out the Town Center. Thank you to our
event sponsor, Oil Well Craft Beer. *This
is a family-friendly event — please keep
costumes appropriate for all ages.

Ave Maria Farmer’s Market

Stroll through 70+ local vendors offer-
ing everything from fresh produce and
flowers to raw honey, artisanal foods,
baked treats, handcrafted accessories,
ceramics, and so much more. Every Sat-
urday from November 1 to April 25, 9:00
a.m. — 2:00 p.m. Presented by SW Florida
Markets, LLC. Interested in becoming a
vendor? Call (239) 293-6266.

Christmas Crawl
Around the World

On Saturday, Nov. 22, from 4 to 8
p-m., enjoy a magical evening of holiday
joy during the Christmas Crawl Around
the World. Stroll through the Ave Maria
Town Center and discover exclusive hol-
iday shopping and dining specials from
local businesses. Delight in activities for
all ages, including a raffle basket give-
away, live performances and photo op-
portunities with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

MERCHANT EVENTS

The Secret Ingredient
shopthesecretingredient.com

B Every Monday is 55+ and Fabulous
Day: Anyone 55 and older will get 10% oft
of one regularly priced item.

B Every Tuesday is Twosday Shopping:
Shop with a friend on Tuesdays and you
each will receive one regularly priced
item 20% off.

B Every Thursday is Retail Therapy
Day: Spend $50 and get a free pair of sun-
glasses.

B Every Friday is First-Time Shopper
Friday: If you are a first-time shopper, re-
ceive a regular-priced item 20% off.

B Sign-Up Sundays: Not on our news-
letter list yet? Sign up in-store on Sundays
and receive 25% off one regular-priced
item.

B Oct. 6 is National Plus Size Appreci-
ation Day: All plus sizes will be 25% off.

B Oct. 10 is National Handbag Day:
All handbags will be 25% off.

W Shop for a cause on Oct. 11: 10% of
proceeds for the day will go directly back
to Cancer Alliance Network (CAN) out
of Naples.

B Nov. 1 is National Scented Candle
Day: All scented candles will be 20% off.

B On Nov. 11 all veterans will receive
35% off one regularly priced item.

B Pick up a Christmas Angel to help a
local child in need on Nov. 15.

B Nov. 28: Black Friday shopping
opens at 6 a.m. Receive 40% off one reg-
ularly priced item from 6 to 10 a.m. and
enjoy a free coffee bar, while supplies last.

B Nov. 29: is Small Business Satur-
day. Show us a local Ave Maria business

Join us for the 10th annual Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 25.

receipt and receive 25% off a regularly
priced item. Purchase must be made on
November 11 to 29!. Discounts available
on Nov. 29 - 30 only.

B Dec. 1 - 12: celebrate our 12 days of
Christmas and receive a free holiday gift
with no purchase necessary! Check us out
on Facebook or Instagram daily to see
which gifts will be available daily.

B Dec. 5: Hometown Christmas Cel-
ebration in the Ave Maria Town Center.
Open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. for holiday
shopping needs. Closed from about 6 to
6:45 p.m., so that our staff can join us for
our walk in the parade.

B Dec. 14 is National Free Shipping
Day: Anything purchased will receive
free shipping. Items will go out on Dec.
17 via USPS.

B Dec. 15 is National Wear Your Pearls
Day. Wear a set of pearls to The Secret
Ingredient and get 30% off a regularly
priced item.

B Dec. 18: After hours shopping
event to find that perfect gift for the spe-
cial woman in your life. Open from 5 to 8
p.m. with personalized shopping and free
gift wrapping. Beer from Oil Well Craft
Beer, wine and cookies available for late-
night shoppers.

B Jan. 3: Fifth Anniversary Celebration
of owning The Secret Ingredient will take
place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., enjoy music,
giveaways and more.

Oil Well Craft Beer
oilwellcraftbeer.com

B Oct. 4: BINGO for Cancer Alliance
Network (CAN) from 6 to 8 p.m., with
all donations for Bingo Cards going back
to The Cancer Alliance Network. BINGO
prizes available. Realtor Sara Callahan to
MC.

B Oct. 6: SpeedQuizzing Trivia, host-
ed by Tom and Carol DiFlorio starts at 7
p.m.

B Oct. 14: Glorified Vision Art will
host the Brew and Paint Party. Cost is $35
to secure your seat. Seats fill up quickly,
so RSVP to glorifiedvisionart@gmail.
com

B Oct. 19: In honor of National Chili
Month, the Oil Well Chili Competition
starts at 3 p.m. If you are interested in
entering your chili, please prepare at least

one large batch to serve to the judges and
the culinarily curious residents of Ave
Maria.

B Oct. 20: Music BINGO with Tom
and Carol DiFlorio starts at 7 p.m.

W Oct. 25: Oil Well Craft Beer Trunk
or Treat will take place from 3 to 6 p.m.
in the Ave Maria Town Center. From 5 to
6 p.m., DJ DiFlo will announce the Kids’
Costume Contest Winners near the Pub.
There will be prizes for multiple winners
in all age groups. Enjoy a photo booth,
safe trick or treating practices, food,
games and more.

B Nov. 1 - 11: Stop by Oil Well Craft
Beer to “Beer It Forward” for a veter-
an. Simply purchase a beer for a veteran
and we will distribute accordingly on Vet-
erans Day.

B Nov. 1: Free BINGO with Realtor
Sara Callahan from 6 to 8 p.m.

B Nov. 3: SpeedQuizzing Trivia, host-
ed by Tom and Carol DiFlorio starts at 7
p.m.

B Nov. 6: International Stout Day, re-
ceive $1 off any stouts on draft.

B Nov. 11: All veterans will receive
a free beer donated by someone in our
wonderful community.

B Nov. 11: Glorified Vision Art will
host the Brew and Paint Party. Cost is $35
to secure your seat. Seats fill up quickly.
RSVP to glorifiedvisionart@gmail.com

B Nov. 15: Sing with us at our free
Karaoke Party with D] DiFlo. The party
starts at 8 p.m.

B Nov. 15: Stop in to pick up a Christ-
mas Angel to help a local child in need
this holiday season. Angels will be avail-
able on Nov. 15.

B Nov. 17: Music BINGO with Tom
and Carol DiFlorio starts at 7 p.m.

B Nov. 18: National Apple Cider Day,
$1 oft all draft ciders.

B Dec. 1: SpeedQuizzing Trivia, host-
ed by Tom and Carol DiFlorio starts at 7
p.m.
B Dec. 5: Hometown Christmas from
3 to 9 p.m. Look for us in the Town Cen-
ter Christmas Parade. Open from 11 a.m.
to 11 p.m.

B Dec. 6: Free Family BINGO from 6
to 8 p.m.

B Dec. 9: Glorified Vision Art will host
the Brew and Paint Party. Cost is $35 to

COURTESY PHOTO

secure your seat. Seats fill up quickly.
RSVP to glorifiedvisionart@gmail.com

B Dec. 10: National Lager Day- $4 La-
gers all day.

B Dec. 12: Cookie Exchange Meet and
Mingle at 7 p.m. Bring a dozen of your
best cookies to share. Anyone who brings
a dozen cookies will get a free drink!

W Dec. 13: Ave Maria Veterans Annual
Tailgate Party and Toy Drive from 11:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Enjoy delicious burgers,
brats, hot dogs and more available for do-
nation. Feel free to donate an unwrapped
toy or toys. We will be showing the Ar-
my-Navy Game and will have discounts
for patrons wearing attire showcasing
their Army or Navy team spirit.

B Dec. 15: Music BINGO with Tom
and Carol DiFlorio starts at 7 p.m.

B Dec. 20: National Sangria Day - En-
joy $5 Christmas sangria.

B Dec. 20: Oil Well Craft Beer’s Sev-
enth Annual Ugly Christmas Sweater and
Karaoke party. D] DiFlo will be rocking
the house with all of your favorite tunes.
Wear your ugliest Christmas sweater,
t-shirt or tank top. The Winner of the
Ugliest Christmas Sweater will be an-
nounced at 9 p.m.

B Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve Celebration
from 9 p.m. to after midnight.

Stella Rose Way
stellaroseway.com

B Oct. 1: Celebrating our three-year
anniversary with a day of promotions,
raffles and new products from 10:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

B Oct. 23: Artist Robin Raymond will
showcase her beautiful paintings and
unique acrylic trays. Promotions are also
available.

Vicky Bakery
vickybakeryavemaria.com

B Offering pumpkin-flavored pasteli-
tos, flan and iced coftee for the fall season.
Christmas pastries are also going to be a
big surprise this year. New, bigger and
better Vicky Bowls are a signature lunch
and dinner food.

SEE ALL AROUND AVE MARIA, A22 »
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Tropical Smoothie Café
locations.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com/
fl/ave-maria/5072-annunciation-circle
B Limited time only: Apple Pie Para-
dise Smoothie - Sweet apples, cinnamon,
banana, yogurt, coconut, with Biscoff
cookie crumble. New lines of bowls, in-
cluding peanut butter and Nutella drizzle.

OASIS The Kitchen Lounge

oasisavemaria.com

B Sizzle Menu: Enjoy a three-course
dinner for only $29.95. The featured en-
tree is Chorrasco with mashed potatoes
and mushroom demi glaze sauce.

B Oct. 31: Halloween Party at Oasis

AVE MARIA
UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS

For the latest updates and more infor-
mation on away games, visit avemaria-
gyrenes.com/calendar.

Wednesday, Oct. 1

W. Soccer at Southeastern University,
7 p.m.

M. Soccer vs Southeastern University,
7 p.m.

Volleyball at No. 9 St. Thomas Univer-
sity, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 4

Football at No. 8 St. Thomas Univer-
sity, noon

Volleyball at Webber International
University, 2 p.m.

W. Soccer vs St. Thomas University,
5p.m.

M. Soccer at R.V. St. Thomas Univer-
sity, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 7
Volleyball vs Florida College, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 8

W. Soccer at No. 1 Keiser University,
11 a.m.

M. Soccer vs No. 18 Keiser University,
7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 11

Cross Country vs Ave Maria Invita-
tional

W. Soccer vs
11 am.
Volleyball vs New College, 2 p.m.

M. Soccer at Warner University, 5 p.m.
Football vs Webber International Uni-
versity, 7 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 13

W. Golf vs Jupiter Collegiate Invita-
tional

M. Golf Jupiter Collegiate Invitational

Tuesday, Oct. 14

W. Golf vs Jupiter Collegiate Invita-
tional

M. Golf Jupiter Collegiate Invitational

Wednesday, Oct. 15
Volleyball vs Florida Memorial, 7 p.m.
M. Soccer at SCAD, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 16
W. Soccer vs No. 8 SCAD, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 18

Volleyball vs Southeastern University,
2 p.m.

Football at Thomas, 7 p.m.

W. Soccer at Florida Memorial, 7 p.m.
M. Soccer vs Florida Memorial. 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 21
Volleyball at Florida National, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 22

M. Soccer at Webber International
University, 3 p.m.

W. Soccer vs Webber International
University, 7 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 24
W. Basketball at Faulkner, Jimmy

Warner University,

SANDRA YEYATI / AVE MARIA SUN

Ave Maria residents gathered at North Park for an afternoon of wet and wild fun at the

Back to School Water Wars event.

Faulkner Classic
M. Basketball at Columbia Interna-
tional, 3 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 25

W. Basketball vs William Carey, Jimmy
Faulkner Classic

Cross Country at NAIA Great Lakes
Challenge

Volleyball at Warner University, 2 p.m.
Football at Warner University, 3 p.m.
M. Basketball at Morris, 7 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 27
M. Golf Nancy Nichols Match Play
W. Golf vs Nancy Nichols Match Play

Tuesday, Oct. 28
M. Golf Nancy Nichols Match Play
W. Golf vs Nancy Nichols Match Play

Wednesday, Oct. 29

W. Soccer at New College, 3:30 p.m.
M. Soccer vs New College, 7 p.m.
Volleyball at Keiser University, 7 p.m.
W. Basketball at Florida National,
7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 30
M. Basketball vs Thomas, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 1

M. Basketball at Reinhardt, 6 p.m.
Football vs No. 2 Keiser University,
7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 2
M. Basketball vs Johnson, 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 5

W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament

Volleyball vs No. 13 St. Thomas Uni-
versity, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 6
W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament

Friday, Nov. 7
W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament

Saturday, Nov. 8

W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament

Cross Country vs The Sun Conference
Championship

Volleyball vs Webber University, 2 p.m.
Football vs Florida Memorial, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 9
W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament

Monday, Nov. 10
W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament

Tuesday, Nov. 11

W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament
M. Basketball at Florida College, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 12
W. Soccer vs TBD, The Sun Confer-
ence Tournament

Thursday, Nov. 13
W. Basketball at FGCU, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 15

W. Basketball vs Webber University,
2 pm.

M. Basketball vs Webber University,
4 p.m.

Football at No. 17 Southeastern, 4 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 17

W. Basketball vs Puerto Rico-Maya-
guez, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 19

W. Basketball at New College, 5 p.m.
M. Basketball at New College, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 22

Cross Country vs NAIA National
Championship

W. Basketball at Coastal Georgia,
2 pm.

M. Basketball at Coastal Georgia,
4 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 24
W. Basketball at Thomas, 2 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 28
M. Basketball vs Tennessee Southern,
NAIA “The Show” Classic, 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 29
M. Basketball vs Northwestern, NAIA
“The Show” Classic, 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 3

W. Basketball vs Florida National,
5:30 p.m.

M. Basketball vs Florida National, 7 p.m.

B AVE MARIA
RESIDENTS ONLY

Organizers request preregistration for
these resident-only events via the Ave
Maria Master Association App (AMMA)
or the events calendar at www.avemaria-
masterassociation.com. If you need assis-
tance, please call (239) 867-4322.

Coffee with a Twiss

This casual gathering with AMMA Ex-
ecutive Director Kim Twiss is held every
second Thursday of the month. It allows
homeowners to ask questions and get
updates on the Master Association and
community news. The next dates are Oct.
9, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11 at 10 a.m.

Ave Maria Stewardship
Community District (AMSCD)
Meetings

The monthly AMSCD will be held on
Oct. 14 and Nov. 5 at 4 p.m. Visit ave-
mariastewardshipcd.org for the meeting
locations, more information, monthly
meeting books and schedule updates.

New Homeowners Social
and Orientation

New Ave Maria homeowners are in-
vited to a welcome meet and greet, fol-
lowed by an informational presentation
by the master association in the AMMA
meeting room. Residents will learn about
living in this community and the vari-
ous organizations operating in Ave Ma-
ria. The next orientation is scheduled for
Oct. 23 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Onspot Dermatology

OnSpot provides various dermatolog-
ical services in its state-of-the-art mobile
office. Services will be available from
7:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. Walk-ins may
be available; however, it is recommended
that you schedule ahead of time. Please
visit onspotdermatology.com/locations/
ave-maria/ to book an appointment for
Oct. 3,11, 15, 20 and 31.

Aesol Classes for Adults
Looking to improve your English skills?
Join our ESOL (English for speakers of
other languages) classes, designed for
adults. Classes meet every Tuesday from 6
to 7 p.m. in the AMMA conference room.
Spaces are limited. Contact Eva Hibbert at
(518) 334-0328 for more information.

Adult Games Groups

Adults looking for a friendly group to
socialize with and games such as Skip-
Bo, Sequence, Mexican Train, dominoes
and more are welcome to join the group
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Mondays and Thurs-
days in the AMMA Game Room. A new
Mahjong Group meeting will be held at 1
p.m. on Tuesdays.

First Fridays

Join us on Oct. 3 from 5 to 7 p.m. on the
lawn in the Town Center in front of the
Pub for music, community, connection
and family-friendly fun. October is Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, residents are
encouraged to show up for the All about
Pink contest dressed in their best pink at-
tire, enjoy the Party in Pink Zumbathon
and great D] Music! Join us on Nov. 7 at
the Oilwell Craft Beer location in the Park
of Commerce. Enjoy live music, brick-ov-
en pizza, wine, sangria, brews and more.

Adult Art Classes

Adult classes with artist Betsy Barnes
return with the 10-session adult art class
on Wednesday evenings starting Oct.
15 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Ave
Maria Master Association Community
Room. For more class information and
to register, contact Betsy Barnes at god-
send2011@live.com.

Ave Maria Fall Festival

Join us on Oct. 18 from 10:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. at North Park for games, activities,
hayrides, DJ music, a live band, pony rides,
inflatable fun, pumpkin painting, a pho-
to booth area, face painting, vendors, food
trucks and more. New additions this year
feature an inflatable zip line, a dancing dogs
performance show and the No Way Back
band featuring musicians from the former
Steinbeck Way band and The Melos! The
cost is $10 per person. Children 4 and under
have free entry. Register via the Master As-
sociation App or visit the website calendar at
www.avemariamasterassociation.com.
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ALL AROUND AVE MARIA

Community Yard Sale

Stroll and find treasures while you en-
joy the atmosphere with music from a
live DJ at the Community Yard Sale on
Nov. 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
North Park. Food, beverage and treat op-
tions will be available for purchase. If you
are interested in having a spot as a seller,
the Yard Sale Community Registration
Form is due by Oct. 30 at 3 p.m.

Veterans Day Luncheon

Ave Maria Veterans can register for
this gathering honoring our resident vet-
erans, hosted at the Oil Well Craft Beer
location on Nov. 11, after the Veterans’
Day Ceremony. You can view more de-
tails and register via the Master Associa-
tion App or visit the website calendar at
www.avemariamasterassociation.com.

Sip and Paint Party

Empty Bowls Naples hosts the fund-
raising Sip and Paint event for Ave Maria
residents on Nov. 13, from 3 to 5 p.m. at
the AMMA office. For a donation of $10
per person, you contribute to the mission
of eliminating hunger in our community
at large. At least 20 participants are need-
ed for the event.

Your First Mud Run

Sign up for this mud run event
happening on Nov. 15 from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the Ave Maria North Park.
Your First Mud Run is the only mud
run in the country designed so parents
and kids can run together. The courses
are 1.5 to 2 miles and include 10 to 16
obstacles that are designed for adults
and kids. Visit the app or website for
more details and to register directly
at  runsignup.com/Race/FL/Naples/
YourFirstMudRunatNaplesFL

Ave Maria
Hometown Christmas

The Ave Maria Master Association
invites all residents and families to the
annual Hometown Christmas Event on
Dec. 5 in the Town Center. Enjoy activ-
ities, food trucks and more. Starting at
4 p.m., enjoy local vendors, craftsmen
and activities until the parade starts at
6 p.m. Join Fr. Vidal for the annual Tree
Blessing Ceremony at the front of the
Church, just before the Parade. Photos
with Santa are available until 7:30 p.m.,
or visit the Parish Hall and visit with
St. Nicholas! For more information
and registration, visit the Master Asso-
ciation App or the website calendar at
www.avemariamasterassociation.com.

SPORTS & FITNESS
(Residents Only)

Indoor at the Ave Maria Master Asso-
ciation Community Room.

Quest Martial Arts Academy
Classes

Led by Kenny Quintero, these martial
arts classes for kids to adults start from 5
p-m. on Mondays and 9:30 a.m. on Satur-
days in the AMMA event room. Students
are taught discipline and self-defense
techniques while honing their focus,
having fun and getting fit. For more in-
formation, and to inquire about adult
classes, call Crystal at (239) 371-6073 or
visit questmartialartsacademy.com

Tai Chi Classes

Classes are on Tuesdays at 9 p.m. in
the AMMA Community Room. Tai Chi
is a practice that involves a series of slow,
gentle movements and physical postures,
a meditative state of mind and controlled
breathing. For more information, con-
tact instructor Mylyn Vedel at myvedel@
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Residents and friends enjoyed an afternoon at the Ave Maria Water Park

gmail.com or (239)-220-4181.

Sound Bath Therapy

Take a break from the stress and hustle
of daily life and join Sound Bath Wellness
instructor Andrea, for a calming session
that will help to reduce stress, improve
focus and restore energy. Participants
are bathed in soothing sounds and vibra-
tions created by instruments like singing
bowls and chimes. Classes are on select
Tuesdays in the AMMA Community
Room at 6 p.m.. The cost is $10 per class.
To sign up and learn more, contact An-
drea at (845) 742-1525.

Seniors Yoga Class

Join our Yoga Classes, specially de-
signed to support the well-being of old-
er adults. These gentle sessions utilize a
chair and wall for support and modifica-
tions, making yoga accessible and safe for
everyone. Classes are Oct. 3, 17 and 31
at 10 a.m. with Certified Yoga Instructor
and yoga Therapist Alexandra Salazar.
Registration is required. The cost is $10
per person. For more information and to
register, contact instructor Alexandra at
salexa2009@gmail.com.

Outdoor at the Ave Maria
Master Association Parks

The following are the current fitness
classes and sports activities approved by
the Master Association in the amenities,
as of the date this is written.

Ave Bootcamp
Morning Class

Interested in losing weight, getting in
shape, boosting your energy and endur-
ance? Join the Ave Bootcamp and Work-
out with Alyssa, featuring bodyweight
and strength training. All levels are wel-
come. Classes are Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays at 9 a.m. at South Park.
Choose from drop-in or monthly rates.
Contact Alyssa at (516) 984-9501.

Outdoor Zumba

Fitness Classes

These classes are on Saturday mornings
at 9:30 a.m. in South Park at the Amphithe-
ater. Classes are $5 each and instructors are

subject to change each week. Contact Yesi
@305-586-1254 for more information.

Walk, Jog, Run Club
Individuals, regardless of fitness level
or experience, are invited to join this free
club hosted by Jedikaki Fitness Lab. Join
Certified Personal Trainer Dia Cross on
Wednesday and Saturday mornings, 7:30
a.m. at South Park. For more informa-
tion, email Diacross2010@gmail.com

Strong Nation HIIT

Strong Nation combines body weight,
muscle conditioning, cardio and plyo-
metric training moves synced to origi-
nal music. Check out this workout with
certified instructor Yesi. Classes are ev-
ery Friday from 9 to 10 a.m. at the South
Park Amphitheater. For more informa-
tion, contact Yesi at (305) 586-1254.

Adult Water Exercise Classes
@ the water park

The Ave Maria Water Park invites you
to energize your mornings with refresh-
ing, low-impact workouts at our Water
Aerobics classes. Classes are held at 9
a.m. Monday through Friday. For more
details, please contact the park office at
(239) 658-5880.

Sports Leagues
& Organizations

Various seasonal independent sports
leagues and organizations operate in
Ave Maria. For more information on
current availability, visit the Ave Maria
Master Association Website Calendar at
www.avemariamasterassociation.com
for any approved fitness and sports con-
ducted by independent contractors and
Ave Maria Leagues.

Pickleball Training
& Clinics at North Park

The owners of Pickleball Duo, Mauri-
cio Satt and Luis Fiol-Machicote, will offer
pickleball lessons for all ages at our new
North Park courts. These experienced
pickleball players are certified coaches of
the Professional Pickleball Registry, which
is a partner of USA Pickleball. For more
information, contact Satt at 786-674-6420
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or Fiol-Machicote at (239) 391-2995.
Email: pickledoullc@gmail.com

Tennis Lessons at South Park
Coach Stefano of the Racquet Sports
Professionals Association will offer ten-
nis lessons for all ages in South Park.
Coach Stefano is a certified tennis in-
structor with years of experience teach-
ing the game of tennis to all ages and
skill levels. For more information, con-
tact Coach Stefano at (917) 225-1779.
Email: 239tennisofficial@gmail.com

Street Hockey League

Join the new Ave Maria Street Hock-
ey League on the North Park Basketball
Court. The league is for boys and girls,
ages 4 to 14. The league cost is $95 per
player. This league started in Septem-
ber; however, contact them at www.ave-
mariayouthsports.org or call (239) 510-
4299 for more information.

Rugby Boot Camp

Olfos Sports Academy is hosting a
Rugby Boot Camp for boys and girls,
which started on Sept. 16 on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. For more details, con-
tact (305) 244-2426 or visit olfossport-
sacademy.com

Ave Maria Soccer Academy

The 2025-2026 is open! Boys and girls
teams available, led by US Soccer-certi-
fied coaches. Space is limited to 15 play-
ers per group. Visit olfossportsacademy.
com to explore all programs and regis-
ter. For more information call (305) 244-
2426. Practices are Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday through Nov. 27.

Flag Football,
Cheer & Dance

Ave Maria Youth Sports is well into the
summer season through August and will
be gearing up for another exciting Fall
season. Players of all skill levels are wel-
come to attend. Coaches will be on hand
to assess each player’s abilities and help
form balanced teams for the league. To
enroll and learn more about schedules,
please visit avemariayouthsports.org/
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Pickleball Grand Opening at North Park continued from page 19

ABOVE: Ann Hashagen. | LEFT: Players
couldn’t wait to test out the new courts.
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Phillis Olex, Mauricio Satt and Gladys Argirakis.

Ron and Maria Gobeil with Beatrice and David Sanford.
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Ton; DiFlorio provided
music for the event.
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Naomi Vargas, Krystal Vargas and Jackie Ventura enjoyed the
delicious frozen drinks by Will Vargas of Watts & Coffee.

Ready for some action on the new
pickleball courts.

Theo and
Luis Trejos,
ages 4 and 6.
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Dan, Stella and Alex Perreault, John Spavento, Normy Martinez, Jim Carletta and Bill Olex.
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Labor Day Pool Party
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Residents and friends enjoyed an afternoon at the Ave Maria Water Park, packed with activities and
entertainment for all ages, to celebrate Labor Day. The event featured a giant water slide, a foam pit,
airbrush tattoos, a toddler playground and fun poolside games for all ages. Kona Ice, KOC Hot Dogs
and Sweeter Society Treats supplied refreshments and food during the event.

SEE MORE LABOR DAY POOL PARTY PHOTOS, A26 »>

Locally owned

and operated for over

10 YEARS!

Lighting = Irrigation = PestControl

® | ocal Owners
® No hidden fees

® 100% guarantee

EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPE DESIGNERS AND INSTALLERS

Nothing says “welcome to our home" like a perfectly
manicured yard. Fresh cut grass. Smooth, clean edg-

es. Healthy trees, shrubs and flowers.

At Cheney we make it our business to keep the exte-

rior of your home looking perfect!

With over 20 years of experience, we know the area
better than anyone else. We are experts in helping Wednesday, November 17th e 12pm

design, install and maintain breathtaking landscapes.

Cheney

(Y " M

239-919-9167

www.cheneylandscaping.com

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY
AVE MARIA SUN
NEXT PUBLICATION DATE: DECEMBER 3, 2025

MAKING A

SPLASH

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

SPACE/CREATIVE:

CAMERA READY ADS:
Tuesday, November 25th ¢ 2pm

Contact your account executive
today to learn more about

advertising in the Ave MariaSun.

239.333.2135

Aue Maria Sun

Visit us online at www.AveMariaSun.com
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Labor Day Pool Party continued from page 25
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BIG KINDS OF SMALL TOWN FUN

Back to School Wate

Ave Maria residents
gathered at North Park for
an afternoon of wet and
wild fun at the Back to
School Water Wars event
to wrap up summer break.
Participants of all ages en-
joyed a day full of interac-
tive games and water-filled
challenges such as Hydro
Battle Field & Maze, Slip
‘w Slide, a toddler splash
zone and a bubble foam
cannon. /7

r Wars
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SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

AVE MARIA, HERE’S WHAT YOUR NEIGHBORS RE SAYING

“Dr. Pelucacci and the entire staff were “I have some pain in my feet, and I “Dr. Jake Powers and his staff made my
friendly, welcoming, and extremely asked my Primary Care Physician who visit an absolute pleasure. Dr. Powers
professional. As a physician, I was he would recommend that I see, and he did a wonderful job explaining
impressed by the thoroughness of the referred me to Dr Lam. I called and problem/procedure/ expected outcomes.
exam and time spent including me in the  could have had an appointment the same I highly recommend this group for all of
decision making. What a great day! Great experience!” your podiatry needs!”

experience from check in to check out.” —Dan W. — Lindsey M.

— Dr. William B.

o
Al

DR. EILEEN DR. KEVIN DR. KARAN DR. ROBERT
RIVERO LAM MALANI BELLO

DPM, ABPM DMP, FACFAS, DABLES, DABPS DPM, AACFAS DPM, FACFAS, DABPS

Surgical Podiatrist Serving Southwest Florida Since 2005

Marco Island - Naples « Estero - Cape Coral
Fort Myers « Port Charlotte - Sarasota

BOARD CERTIFIED IN RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY ® BOARD CERTIFIED IN FOOT SURGERY
CALL TODAY!
(239) 430-3668(FOOT)

Or SCHEDULE ONLINE!
www.NaplesPodiatrist.com OO-



